


rerc^isif 

sr.3-i 









RJ rasomes AAiiscat flights 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Kjoyal Jocdanian (RJ) said FMd^ h would 
reMme its fi^bts to Oman a& of Sunday, Fd>. 3. An RJ qxAesmah said 
die na ti o n al earner wiD operate flights to the Omani ca|Hia] Muscat and 
dimpassengetscoinii^froinor leami^ for the Golf can use the R1 flights 
which win op er ate on Amman-Mnscat route. The RJ the 

spokesman si^, arises bom RTs imerat t in serring Ar^ and Jordanian 
. nation^ Be described it as a pncskal translation of die RTs lole in 
mahiiaintng **the bridges of ctMunmucation imH between 

Jordan and the Gulf countries.*’ The aufine snspeoded hs flights to Gulf 
destinations and beyond atonnd the thna the Guif war broke out on Jan. 
17. It has been fijnng to sevenl Enrapean destinations as weD as Cairo 
Nicosia rin c e thro. *I1ie resumption of Muscat flighis wifl brip 
flying onto Ibtfia, hkistan, ^ f Mif Watigta»to rf > beyond.' 



ress Foundation 


Jordan denounces Israeli practices 

GENEVA (Petra) —Jordan's permanent r ep r ese ntative to tbe European 
headquarteis of the United Nations, Sierif Fawwaz Sharaf, has oonde« 
mned the oppre sa ve Israeli practices in the occupied Arab territories and 
leqieci of the human ri^ts of the Palesdnians under the Israeli 
occnpadon and ensuring the necessary protection for them. Addresring a 
meeting of the U.N. Human Rights Conunittee held here, Mr. Sharaf s^ 
Israel was riolating human rights in the occupied territories and 
disr^arding inte ma rional law, by rejectit^ all peace initiatives and 
tumiog a deaf ear to all United Nations resections. Mr. Sbanf stressed 
tbe need for holding an international peace conference on tbe Middle East 
under the anspieces of the United Nations attended by all parties involved 
to reach at a just and peaceful settlenient to the Palestine question. The 
IsreeG settiemeot pofi^ in the occupied territories, Mr. Sharaf said, is 
illegal end contravenes the Founfa Groeva Convention, which «ns for the 
protection of cmliaiis in time of war. These setdemenis have been the 
subject of a resolotion adopted by the U.N. Homan Ri^ts Committee, 
Mr. Sharaf noted. 
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Iraq says it withdrew from Khaf ji 


Iraq reports 4arge number’ 
of deaths in ^deliberate attacks’ 


CMrfiiniMl diiyaldieg 

IRAQ SAID Fziday that allied 
waipteaes bad gunned 

veiy laige mniiber” of ciyiliaiis 
and said captured pilots should be 
treated as war oimmals. 

Baghdad Radio threatened 
U.S. President George Bosh, 
British Prime Mimster John Ma- 
jor, Frendi Preadent Franems 
Mitterrand and King Fabd of 
Saudi Arabia. It called tiiem cri- 
minals tfireedy responrible for the 
actions of the pilots. 

‘’They should known that tb^ 
wiD not be pardoned but thM they 
win be personally and that 

every one of them will receive the 
pomshment be deserves,” the 
radio said. 

Traitor Fahd, in particular, 
should know that tbe Iraqis wQl 
not be only after him \mt win 
chase every member of his family 
until tbe last root of this evfl 
Jewish family fdagoang tiie Axab 
land and holy places is up- 
rooted,'* die radio said. 

The radio said in a txnnmentary 
tiiat alHed warplanes had strafed 
and maAine g nrm ed pedestrians 
(Ml tbe streets. It dkl not a 
spedSc casualty figiro, but s^ 
“a very large number” of cxviiians 
had -been lolled. 

'The crimes (ri the U.S., Brit- 
irii, Frendi and Italian pilots 
shook! be viewed as war crimes 
that vktiate die laws and founda- 
tions of war, particnlarty the laws 
and amventkxis. winch qall.^for 


safeg u arding civilians in times of 
war,** the radio siud. 

Those pilots have deHberamfy 
bombarded jmreJy residential dis- 
tricts and dvilian installations 
'wfakh have nothing to do with tbe 
war effort They have IdDed very 

large numbers of women, cliil-. 
drro and old people in ex trem e 
cold bkxxl,** it added. 

Six American ennse mkrilec 
roared across RagMari Friday 
and a western correspondent 
there said two a^iarently struck 
residential ar eas of the dty. 

Television fihn showed two of 
the mMsHes speedGog at lowJevd 
across die dty. 

Peter Arnett, correspondent 
for the U.S Cable News Networic, 
said in a iqxnt firom Ba^idad six 
cruise misriies in all were seen, 
ifo said two apparently stmek 
reddential areas. 

OMTespondents were taken to 
one sate abiint 45 m ni ntes later in 
an np-madtet area of Ba gtiriari 
were dost stQl hong in the air 
from demoKsbed tntikfings. 

Tt was dear to ns that these 
were freshly cratered, freshly 
damaged,” Arnett sakL 

Government officials said there 
were several killed or wounded in 
tbe hour-long barrage. But the 
o ffin ah? would not disclose exact 
fignres. . 

The first missile hit the Karada 
^lax^ya ifistrict of Baghdad at 11 
a.m. (0800 GMT). It levelled the 
- Jiome of an feaqi merobmit, Raz- 
xak Salmao, and staited a fire. 


By the time reporters arrived at 
tiie scene, dvfl defence teams had 
taken away most of tbe casual- 
ties. 

Tbe last four victims were 
being pot into ambulances that 
sped away towards RaghHaH hos- 
pitaL One of tiiem dearly was a 
dnld, six to ei^t years ol^ and it 
was not immediately clear if he 
was alive. 

The condition of the other 
three also could not be deter- 
mmed. 

Mr. Rasak, in his early 50$, 
was screamiag hysterically. Car- 
rying an ap pare n tly nuharmed 
rnfent, be sai& **It was so power- 
ful, that my entire bouse is gone, 
collapsed.” He then waved repor- 
ters away. 

In the neatly Masbah drstrict 
several beroses were destroy^ by 
die second Tomahawk attedt (rf 
the day. It crashed less that 500 
metres ftom the U.S. embassy 
compound. 

A woman who said her two 
brothers were injored in tbe ex- 
plosion, shooted at Arneiican re- 
porters who tried to interview 
her. **ls tins Western jnstice?” 
Saba A1 Torehi said pointing te 
the ddiris of her single-sterey 
house. “Is tiiis Western (aviiiza- 
tion? You are treating ns like Red 
In dians. Go away, go aw^.** 

Tbe fotematiooal Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) said 
Friday h was doing its to 

(Contimied <m pi^ 2> 




given seat in Israeli cabinet 


TEL AVIV (Agendes) — Israeli 
Prime Minis ter Yitdiak Shamir is 
w(x»ng a far-right party that 
advocates tbe “transfer” of all 
Palestinians feom die occuined 
territories. 

Mr. Shamir eonfinned on Fri- 
day negotiatkms were underway 
'between his loling likod Party 
and the iwo-member Moledet 
(Ifomeland) party beaded by re- 
tired General Rehavam Zeeri. 

IsraeFs Haaretz newqiaper 
said Mr. Zeevi would become a 
minister-withont-pOTtfblio and 
j(Mn the inner cabinet responsible 
for defence policy. 

It would boost Mr. Shamir’s 
majority to 66 seats in tiie 120- 
seat pariiament, reducing bis vul- 
nerability to HnJ*ii parties in tiie 
eoafitioD. It would make niilikd.y 
the formation of any “national 
nnity'* government with the 
opposition left-of-centre Labour 
party. 

Mr. Zeeri has critidsed Israel’s 
poEcy of restraint under Iracp 

irrigg^ attarlfg in tite Gutf W8T, 
openly tuning for immediate re- 
taKation, 

The goveimnent’s polx^ will 


not change becanse of tbe indo- 
sion of anyone, any party,” Mr. 
.Shamir told rqxMters. ’liie gov- 
ernment’s polity is strong and will 
cootimie as it is today.” 

However, Mr. Zeevi vowed to 
use a cabinet post to promote his 
petiity of “voluntary transfer” of 
L75 H»niinn Palestimans in tiie 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

Liberal attics of Mr. Zeevi say 
t raiMEfer is merely a eo|riiemism 
for eqmlaon. Tbe KaA party 
founded by slain rabbi Mur 
Kahane was barred from patlia- 
ment as ladst for advocating ex- 
pelling Palestimans ' and loaeli 
Arabs. 

Tbe move is bound to arouse 
ooDcem in tiie United States, 
Israel’s guardian ally, which 
could view Mr. ZeevTs induskm 
as an obstacle to post-GuIf war 
peace efforts between Israel and 
the Palestinians. 

Meanwhile, a German air force 
phmfe carrying antidotes for che- 
mical weapons and Other medical 
aid landed (m Friday with die first 
sinjwiant of a $670 million pack- 
age to Strengthen Israeli de- 


fences. 

Ihe ai^ft, expected to con- 
tihne next week, will indode a 
battery of ei^t Patriot anti- 
a ncra ft nussile laundiers and Fexx 
armcrared can equipped to detect 
rfMtfniflal we^ions. 

Germany’s ambassador to 
Israel, Otto von der Gablentz, 
smd Ids govenunenf s decision to 
rush tiie aid to tiie Jewish state 
was a de pai t ore frcMu hs polity of 
not supfd^g weapons to a re- 
giosi invdved in cooflicL 

Germany decided last wedc to 
aid Israel’s defence after being 
stung by charges that German 
firms and teefamdans helped de- 
velop Iraq’s cfaenricai weapons 
and the rmcriL-* that have 
hit Tel Aviv and Haifa. 

Israel, awahmg its moment to 
fait back at Iraq, issued a warning 
to Jordan I^i^y. 

Air force amimandeT Major- 
General Avihu Bin-Nun said Jor- 
dan would *‘lose everything” if h 
a tte m pted to prevent Israeli ah^ 
craft crossing its airpsace to re- 
taliate for Ii^ mi^e attads. 

(Continued on page 2) 


Gulf oU slick splits, 
compounds efforts to fight it 


BAHRAIN (Agencies)] — The 
mammoth oil off tbe Saiufi 
Arabian coast is breaking into 
ideces, oveirriielinmg eSoils to 
fighf it, oil aod shipixng indnstry 
executives said Friday. 

Tt is too dangerous, 

demandiDg massive effort and 
equi pi n ftii t to track and combat 
so many more pieces,” said one 
(tf the sources. “It’s a terriWe 
dtoation.” 

U.S. militaty officials mean- 
while said they feared a second 
spiU growing off tbe coast of 

fraq. . 

U.S. air force Major lin^ 

T jtTMK a* tha miKtaiv Command in 
Riyadh tbe second qnll now 
covered an area7.4Jdkxn6tres by 
14 kfimnetres in the vididty of 
MBna A1 Baker by the Imp coast ' 
at the of the Golf. It also 
was breaking up, she said. 

Ibe fim ^ began last week, 
when Iraqi forces in KnwM 
allegedly opened, the taps at a 
Kuwaiti oil terminal, drm^nng an 
esrimated U nrilSo n ban^ into 
the sea. The Iraqis blamed tbe 
titfident on allied bomtnng. 

On Saturday, U.5. F-JII 


er bombers attadeed part of the 

♦iwrtiMnai, apparently Wwmiiriing 
the flow of crude. 

Western salvage executives • 
said the war so ovoshadbwed the 
spill that there seemed to be no 
negenty on the part of SancB 
Arabia and other governments to 
obtain the necessary ofl booms 
and otiier e(]nipniBnL 

**EnviromDentBUsts are iqi in 
arms, but that’s about all.” one 
said. 

A shAr*»e^ of tiie eqitipnient 

could prompt the dosore of some 
vital desaHnatfon plants, wfaiefa 
Cum sea water into potable water. - 
The plants provide two-thirds ai 
the dnnkxcg water for AislKan 
Pemnsola’s 18 nuDion people. 

Samfi antimrities are dqilty^ 
double TOWS of booms and ridm- 
mecs at the nemby port ct JubaiU 

where two large desalination 

pianta, a 2500,000-bairel-perday 
refinery and a hnge petiodianio 
al oomplex are located. 

Oil inditftry sources said the 
steps should avert a major. (Ssas- 
ter but A»e»inMtiftn plants at the 
port provkSng titrefr^narters of 
tbe drinking water tor Riyadh 


might be forced to dose or reduce 
jnoduction. 

If that h ap pened, Saudi Aratna 
might ration water in some areas, 
tbty said. Water from nnder- 
greinnd wells — wfaidi already 
jMOvide at least a third of the 
country’s water needs — could 
hdp compensate for the loss. 

Carrying an estimated 11 mfl- 
Uon barrels of erode — 460 mO- 
lion gallons (1.7 MOion litres) or 
the equivalent of three super- 
tanker cargoes- — the masave 
slic± is likely to wreak havoc on 
marine and bird Bfe in the shal- 
low waterway for decades. 

Saudi a uth or i ties say they have 
postponed trying to protect fish 
spawning grounds or islands 
where rare sea turties breed be- 
canse die main ixiority is' fo teep 
vital indnstrial assets woridng.- 
There are isiands rich in birds, 
fish and turtles near Jnbail. 

Seasonal cnirents normally 
flow so ut hward down tite Ara- 
bian Peninsola but can le v erse for 
ooB or two days witii fluct u a t ioiis 
in winds dneetkm. 

(Contimed oo page 2) 



HEAVY SHOWERS: Raina lashed Am- resources (see 3). The effect of the w ea ifaa 

man and its sidiBriis over the past titfce days, in on the Gidf war front was not fanmediatety known 

vAat is seen as a boost for the Kingdoai*s water OplM*o by Yousef Al ’Allan) 


Iran says Iraqi planes will stay, 
sends medicine, food to Iraqis 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iran 
assured France Friday it wooM 
not return Iraiji combat planes to 
Baghdad but said the anti-Iraqi 
coaliticMi forces, inednding French 
troops, riiould leave tbe region 
for peace. 

“We are agsmst-lraq’Is parti- 
tiOD,” ^ Ir^an news t^i^nty 
nWA ({noted Dtyidty Foseign 
hfimster MabcmMid Vaea as tell- 
ing Franccris Sebeer, secretary- 
general of tiie Frendi Foreign 
Mixustry. 

“We consider tiie s{MU-over the 
war as dangerous and condemn 
the (Western) IxMobing of re- 
sidential areas in Iraq and des- 
truction of hs economic installa- 
tions,” Mr. Vaea sai(L 

ibi Pam, a Foreign Mmfrtry 
official said Mr. Sdieer. whose 
vish enneides with senior Ira(]i, 
Algerian and Yemeni missions to 
Tdiran, had no mandate for a 
Gulf pea(» initiative. 

. IRNA quoted Mr. Sebeer as 
saying he was in Tdmn to ex- 
change views on the 17-day-old 
coofficL “We are ready to consult 
with Iran on ways of finding a 
■solution to tbe oisb and on feo- 
tors that can bring an end to the 
eonflia,” he was quoted as 


saying. 

France has lO.COO troops in 
Saadi Arabia. Its warplanes have 
been ponnding Iraqi portions 
daily for most of the past two 
weeks but its ground forces have 
not been cogged in fi^tii^ so 
fer. 

Tehran is treading a delicate 
line in the conflict iriiose main 
antagonists — Iraq and the Un- 
ited States — have been hs Ug- 
gest enemies rince tbe 1979 Isla- 
mic Revolution and during tbe 
1980-88 Iran-Iraq war. 

It has said tiiere were no plans 
for joint talks with Iraqi Deputy 
Prime hfinister Saadoun Hamma- 
di, Algerian Foreign Minister Sid 
Alun^ CHiozali, Yemeni Foreign 
l^oister Abcfail Aziz A! Dali and 
Nfr. Sefaeer. 

Yemen is sympatiietic to 
dad and Algeria has been at tbe 
forefrxmt of Arab and non- 
afigned mediation efforts since 
Iraq ocoqried Kuwait six montiis 
ago. 

IRNA said die (piestum of Iia- 
(p planes taking r^ge in Iran — 
said by the allies to number up to 
100 and indode s(nne of Bagh- 
dad’s best combat aircraft — 
came up during the Vaczi-Scheer 


talks. 

Mr. Vaezi repeated Iran’s posi- 
tion that it would ground any 
planes from either ride wfakh 
land on its terrifory till the end of 
tiie war. 

On Thursday, IraniaD Fcneign 
Miaister Ali Akbar Velayati 
blnntly rejected Baghdad’s re- 
quest to its planes bade in a 
meeting with Mr. HammacS. 

Both Mr. Velayati and Mr. 
Vaea said Iran insisted on an 
Ira(|i vdtfadrawal from Kuwait 
and the puDont of foreign forces 
from the region. 

“On this basis we are con- 
tinuing our peace efforts... we are 
seriously seeking wtys to termin- 
ate file eonflia,” Vaea said. ' 

He said Iran was greatly con- 
cerned that the allies were over- 
stepping the limits set by U.N. 
Security Coondl resolntiom fbr 
nse of force to drive Iratp out of 
KovraiL 

Iran meanwhile opened a bank 
aoconot for cash donations for the 
people of Iraq, and an official 
said the first shipment of medi- 
cines and powdered milk was to 
be sent to Baghdad Friday, 

(Contfamed on page 2) 


Baghdad says it still 
holds initiative in war 


Combined agency diqiatcfaes 

IRAQ SAID Friday the forces it 
sent to sdze tbe Sandi border 
town of KhaQi this week had 
withdrawn to tiirir poritions in- 
side &iwah. 

It was Baghdad’s first official 
word on edaims by its U.S.-led 
enemies tiiat EhaQi, attacked by 
Iraq Tbesday ni^t and early 
Wednesday, had been (deaied of 
Iraqi forces. 

I^’s Defence Ministry news- 
paper Al QatSriyah said the op- 
eration there was “proof that Ir^ 
rtfll hokb the initiative in the 
Gulf war.” 

It also warned tbe allies that 
the force Iraq used so far in the 
two^week-old Gulf war was “a 
drop in the bucket of hs huge 
armament potential.” 

A military commnniqoe, car- 
ried on Iraqi radio, said the “... 
imits oomftieted their withdrawal 
to tiieir original poshfons from 
triiidi they advanced towards 
Khafji (Ml the night oi Jan. 30/ 
31.” 

Earlier Friday, a Britirii milit- 
ary spokesman said more than 
300 lnu]i soldiers died in fighting 
aronnd EOiaQi, and the U.S. 
military said more than 500 had 
been taken pris<Mier. 

The Soviet independent Inter- 
fax news agency, ({noting well- 
informed Soviet military sources, 
said on Friday more than 1,500 
Iraqi soldiers had been lolled in 
the battle. 

Iraqi armoured columns stntek 
across the border from Kuwait, 
seizing Khafji some five 
lalometres inside Sau(£ Arabia 
and hokfing it until Thursday. 

British spokesman hfiall Irring 
said Sandi troops had succeeded 
in rfgaring Khai^ of Iraqi forces 
except perhaps for “the odd snip- 
er or so.” 

Al Qadbiyah said: “fraq's 
militaty cakolations in ±e battle- 
field and hs use of availabte 
potential win provide further sup* 
prises in the war arenas. Tbe 
enemies must mqiect this at any 
moment and hour and at any 
place on tbe battle ground.” 

Iraq has reported a large num- 
ber of Ameri(»n and allied 
casualties in the battle at Khafji 
and that an unspecified nnmba 
of prisoners taken, indnding all 
nationalities in the allied fnees 
and some American women sol- 
diers. 


Allied spokesmen say that only 
11 American marines were killed 
at KhaQi and tiiat one American 
woman soldier was miMing 

In other developments: 

— Saudi Arabia srid more than 
4(X) Iracp soldieis were captured 
in fighting at Khafii. 

— U.S. B-S2 bombers are us- 
ing a base in Spain to launch Golf 
war raids over Iraq, Spanish radio 
reported. 

— Egypt's President Hosni 
Mubarak, in a U.S. television 
interview, prediaed that tiie Gulf 
war may last another month at 
Ae most unless some surprise 
development occurs. 

— Allied bombers pommelled 
a 17-kfiometre column of tanks 
moving towards Sandi Arabia 
and another Iraqi attack 
appeared imminent, according to 
press reports from Ae front. 

— One Iraqi Scud misrile fired 
at 'Firkey would be sufficient to 
warrant Turkish reprisals. Presi- 
dent Tnignt Ozal was (juoted as 
saying. 

—Allied planes bombed Iraq's 
second largest city Basra aod 
three towns in souAem Iraq, the 
I ranian news agency said. 

— U.S. Vice-President Dan 
Qna^e said be expected Iraq to 
(Aemical warfere dn^g 
the Golf war and refused to rule 
out nuclear weapons in response. 

— All 14 crew members of a 
U.S. AC-130 plane are misring 
after (xashing behind Iraqi lines 
in Kuwait, a U.S. military 
j^pokesman said. 

The plane, the attack verskm 
of the femiliar Hercules cargo 
transport plane, went down 
Thui^y in south-east Kuwait, 
Brigadier-General Pat Stevens 
told a daily military briefing. 

“All 14 crew members are 
listed as misring,’' he said. 

A fonr-man marine investiga- 
tive team is trying to determine 
whether some of tbe marines 
kOled in Ae battle wiA Iraqi 
troops earlier this week were 
victims of misdirected friendly 
fire. 

Marine Lt.-Col. Jerry Humble 
said that the team included a 
munitions expert who will ex- 
amine Ae hulk of tbe light, 
aimoured vehicle in whidi an 
unspedfied number of marines 
were killed. 

“We're saddened and dis- 
^pointed” aboot Ae posribflity 

(C on tin ned on page 2) 


Non-aligned group plans peace initiative 

Combined agency diqwtdies 


A GROUP of 15 non-aligned 
countries will meet in Bel^de 
Feb. 11 and 12 to lanncfa an 
initiative for ending the Gulf war, 
Taojng news agency said Friday. 

The agency ({noted Foreign 
Ministry officials as saying the 
(xmditioiis were favourable for an 
imiiative to stop the war. It gave 
no details. 

Foreign hffinister Bndiniir Lon- 
car of Yugoslavia made several 
trips to Ae Middle East to try to 
prevent the war breaking out. 

Tanjng said tbe 15 countries, 
incloding Algeria, In(fia, Iran 
Veneznela and Yr^joslavia, woold 


seek ways of “eliminating the 
cause of tbe crisis and gradually 
settling all proUems in Ae re- 
gion-” 

Indian Foreign Minister Vidya 
Charan Sfankla arrived I^day for 
taiint wiA Chinese, officials ex- 
pected to focus oo international 
efforts to end Ae Gulf war. 

Mr. Sbokla and his Chinese 
counterpart, Qian Qichen, 
agreed doting taifcg I^day after- 
noon tiiat Aeir two countries 
would continue working for a 
peaceful resolution to Ae Gulf 
c(Miflict, tiie official JQnhna news 
agency leported. 

Mr. ttrid Qian abont bis 
recent trips to Yugoslaria and 


other noo-al^ned natkxts to try 
to find a peaefhl end to Ae war, 
the report saicL 

A tpnkagman at Ae Indian 
embasty said (julf peace initia- 
tives under <Sscnsri(Mi by Third 
World countries would be tbe 
main ttys'e during Mr. Siokla’s 
six-day visit. From nitna, Mr. 
Sbukla will travel to Belgrade to 
continue discussions on tbe Gulf 
crisis whh officials from Yugosla- 
via, Venezuela and Algeria. 

Uie U.N. Scenrity Counefl has 
beard the Gulf war denounced 
for Ae first tune, wiA Yemen 
arwi^g the allies of trying to 
obliterate Iraq’s armed forces and 
tecfanological capability. 


Cuban Ambassador Ricardo 
Alarcon said Thmsday he “is 
concerned also about tbe 
thousands of women and chOdren 
of boA rides in thi^ eonflia wdio, 
even now, are losmg their lives 
wiAout tte counefl (knng any- 
thing to stop this.” 

Yemen and Cuba have been 
striving for ova a week to open a 
public debate on a ceasefire in Ae ' 
widening Gulf confiicL 
The council decided again 
Thursday to choke off Aat 
attempt, and has no plans to meet 
in tiie near future. 

But when the council met brief- 
ly to extend the Iran-Iraq 
peaedteeping force unA the en(j 


of Febrnaiy. tbe Cuban and 
Yemeni ambassadors saw their 
chance to mject some (juick, brief 
criticism of Ae Golf wa effort. 

Yemen’s Ambassador Abdal- 
lah Saleh Al Ashtal said: “These 
war operations have gone beymd 
our view of Resolution 678.” The 
resolution autluMises “all neces- 
sary means” to drive Iraq om of 
Kowait. 

“What we are witnesring today 
is dosa to an attempt to destroy 
the military and scientific opera- 
tions of Iraq Aan an attempt to 
liberate Knwait,” be said. 

At the request of Libya, Alger- 
ia, Morocco, Mauritania, Tuniria 
(Continued on page 2) 


Shelling duels continue on^new front in Gulf war’ 


RASHAYA, Lebanon (Agro- 
<aes) — Isr^ and Palestiman 
gunners fought shelling dueb in 
SouA LebauDOQ for Ae fouiA 
straight day Friday in uAat Ae 
local media referred to as the 
“new front in tbe Gulf war.” 

Police said Israeli gunners 
manning U-S.-made 155-inm and 
175-nun Howitzers lobbed 300 
shells into tbe Palestinian- 
controlled hills of Iqlim Al 
Tonfah, southeast of Skkin ovei^ 
night 

Palestinian guerrillas 
sponded at 1:30 a.m. (0230 
GMT) by unleariung 13 Soviet- 
desig^ Katyusife'. rockets at 
Israel’s self-prodaimed “security 
KMie” of SonA Lebanon. 

A casualty report was not im- 
mediately ava^ble from the 

PoSee feOed to identity Ae 


Palestinian group that launched 
the 107mm rod^. 

An anti-annour min e also ex- 
ploded under a track operated by 
Ae Israeli-affiliated SouA Leba- 
non Army (SLA) militia early 
Friday. One- militiaman was 
wounded, according to police. 

Tbe attack was reported near 
Jewane, a town in the central 
sector of SouA Lebanon link- 
ed to tiie “ secui i ty aone” wiA a 
narrow land salient . 

Major-(3eneral Yossi Peled, 
bead of the Israeli army’s norA- 
era command, said Zsrrol would 
not be dragged into prolonged 

fighting in Ae bnfier strip of 
SonA Lebanon that Israel con- 
‘trek roA SLA allies. 

They (tbe Palestinians) have 
Stepped op a notch in terms of 
esc^ation. It sbonid be dear Aat 
we (k»’t intend to be dragged 


into a gradual escalation but that 
we win end it, and immediately,” 
Gen. Peled told Israel Radio. 

Israeli artineiy earlier pounded 
Iqlhu Al Toufeh area and Rashi- 
dtyeh refugee camp north of tiie 
“sec uri ty zone” in souA Leba- 
non. 

Two people were wounded, 
houses were set ablaze and half 
the residents of RarinAjrdi were 
forced to flee the camp some 20 
kilometres oorA of Isiwl due to 
Ae Israeli shellix^, Lebanese 
sources sai(L 

The Lebanese Broadcastnig 
Corporation, a televiaon staifon, 
Ttfcned to Ae escalating isradi- 
Palestinian confrontation in 

South Lebanon as “the new front 
in the Gulf war.” 

The Palestinians have not 
directly linked the anti-feraeli 
attacks to tbe GulL However, 


they have repeatedly threatened 
to escalate attacks against Isradi 
targets to retaliate for tbe alHed 
attacks against Iraq. 

SLA militiam en ambushed a 
Palestiman gnerriila squad in the 
“security 2 one” Thursday, laUing 
three guerrillas. TWo SLA mfli- 
tiamen were wounded. 

Gen. Antotine Lahd, comman- 
der of tbe 3,000-5trong SLA. 
dueatened in a statement Thnrs- 

day to change SooA Lebanon 
into “scotch^ earA” if tbe gua- 
lilla atrarfcs pciriSted againgr Ae 
^'security aone.” 

Israeli and SLA gunners also 

shdled Palestiman stroo^olds in 
SouA Lebanon Thursday, killing 
three peOfrie and wooiidnig 10. 
The guerrillas responded by nn- 
leashing 30 Katyushas at the 
“seenrity zone'* and (3en. Lahd’s 
co mman d said DO casoalties wera 


reported. 

The confrontation in SonA 
Lebanon broke oot Tuesday wiA 
Palestinian guerrillas targe tin g 
the “security zone” wiA 30 
Katyushas. 

Israel retaliated Ae sroie day 
sending thear gunboats, helicop- 
ter garehips and faowitza' batter- 
ies pounding RashiAyeh in the 
sonAera Tyre region for 70 mi- 
nutes. Two people were lulled 
and nine wounded. 

On Wednesday, tbe shell i n g 
dnels persisted, but no caaiaitif ^ 
were reported. 

Israel is separated from Palesti- 
nian lines m SouA Lebanon by 
the 1.100-square-kilometre 

“seenrity zone” wfairii h carved 
oot iqion withdrawing the bulk of 
its mvading army from souA 

(ConAmed on poQt 2) 
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Earthquake kills 99 in 
Afghanistan and Pakistan 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — A 
powerful earthquake jolted 
Afghanistan and Pakistan before 
dawn Friday, kniing ax least 99 
people in both conntries and in- 
Joring more than 12S, officials 
said. 

Officials said many of the vic- 
tims died in their sleep when their 
dried-mud houses crumbled dur- 
ing the minute-long temblor, 
wfaidi struck at IKM a.m. ^304 
GMT Thnrsday). 

Authorities s^ the death toll 
was expected to rise as reports 
from remote areas of the two 
countries arrive. 

The quake lettered 6.8 on 
the Richter scale, which is consi- 
dered severe. A quake of such a 
magnitude is conridered a major 
earthquake, capable of wide- 
spread, heavy damage in popu- 
lated areas. 

The nortberu areas of Pakistan 
were bard hit. State-run televi- 
sion reported Friday night that at 
least ^ people were killed and 
hundreds of houses destroyed. 

Most of those kflled lived in 
Pakistan’s Northwest Frontier 
Province, about 610 kilometres 
from the quae’s epicentre in 
Afghanistan, said the Associated 
Pf^ of Pakistan. 

The temblor rattled windows in 
thexapital of Islamabad and sent 
frightened residents running into 
the streets. 

Afghanistan’s official Kabul 
Radio reported that at least four 
people were killed and a 

dozen injured. It said scores of 
homes were destroyed and some 


gover nm ent offices damaged. 

Among the hardest hit were 
Aii^an refugees livii^ in squalid 
camps throu^iout the Northwest 
Frontier Pro^oe. 

More than three million 
Afghan refogees fled to Pakistan 
aftCT 1979 when the Soviet Union 
interveued militarily in their 
homeland. They are scattered 
tiuougfaont the Nordiwest Fron- 
tier Ffovioce in tent villages and 
dried-mnd homes. 

**We rushed emergen^ assist- 
ance to the remote areas around- 
Chhia],” about 320 kilometres 
from Islamabad, said a ^vern- 
ment official in the area, speaking 
on condition of anonymity. 

“People were praying and run- 
ning outside of their homes,** be 
said. 

The qualm began in Afghanis- 
tan’s fCndu Kush Mountains and 
rumbled across the Soviet Un- 
ioo's central republics, Pakistan- 
and parts of India. There were no 
reports of casualties by Soviet or 
Indian authorities. 

Sixteen people tfied in remote 
cfaitral district bordering Afgha- 
nistan, 12 in the Bajauraiea, nine 
in the Malakand area and 11 in 
Swat district, the officials said. 
•Hundreds of bouses bad either 
collapsed or were damaged. 

The deatii toll was likely to 
mount, they said. Relief teams 
had sent to the stricken 
areas but access to remote moun- 
tiunons regions was difficult. 

The earthquake, measured a 
Pakistani seismological centre* at 
6.8 on tile Riditer scale, was the 


worst in Pakistan for many years. 

The re^n is frequently shaken 
by tremors which can do severe 
damage in villages where most of 
the houses are mud bride. 

A 1974 quake measuring 6.3 
killed 5,200 people in the ration* 
Last October 25 a quake measur- 
ing 6.6 killed 12 people. 

Islamabad and several other 
Pakistam cities as well as the 
Afghan capital Kabul were 
shaken by tte strong tremors. 

Hie quake jolted northein 
Pakistan before dawn, sending 
reridents in blamabad and near- 
by Rawalpindi into the streets 
when their houses shook for some 
minntes. 

Residents of Kabul were 
awakened by tbe tremor which 
lasted about 45 seconds, witnes- 
ses said. Some damage to roads 
and buildings was rqiorted, with 
cr a c l s appearing in walls and 
roofs. 

Reports reaching Kabul said 
tbe earthquake was felt over wide 
areas of northern and eastern 

Afghanistan 

The Soviet TASS news agenqr 
said tremors de s t r oyed bonses, 
triggered landslides and brou^ 
down power lines in villages 
around Khorog in the Soviet 
sonthem repoblic of Tadzhikis- 
tan. 

But it added tbpre had been no 
iminediate reports of casualties. 

Quakes measuring more than 
six on tbe Richter scale — a 
gan^ of energy released by an 
earthqnake — can cause wide- 
^nead, heavy damage. 


Refugees report rising 
morale among Iraqis 


By Dilip Gai^oly 

Tbe Associated Press 

RUWEESHED — Refugees 
arriving from Iraq said Friday 
that reports of battlefield victory 
bad boosted Iraqi morale. 

Iraqis celebrat^ when B^- 
dad Radio reported Iraq’s success 
in capturing tbe Saudi Arabian 
dty of KbaQi Thursday, accord- 
ing to several peofde arriving at 
. this desert boi^r post. 

“The aerial attack on B^idad 
had affected the morale of the 
people, but ECbaQi has changed 
everything,” said A.M. 
Abhyankar, manager for an Indi- 
an construction company in 

RaghrfaH 

But Mr. Abhyankar said he 
had not beard later reports of 
allied forces recapturing the Gulf 
coast ctQr news not reported by 
Iraqi broadcasters. 

“There was jubOation in Bagh- 


dad when die Iraqi army went in” 
to Kha^i, said Azraq Moham- 
mad, a Sudanese factory worker 
from Baghdad. “Iraqis were 
saying that this is tbe beghming of 
defeat of Zionist and imperialist' 
forces." 

"The Iraqis are ceitainly taking 
a pounding, but there is no in- 
dication that they are g oing to 
^ve iq>," said another Indian, 
Gurbadian Singh, an official of a 
construction company woridng in 
Mosul. 

*T spoke to many Iraqis and* 
they somehow believe that the 
war is going in their fevonr," said 
' Mr. Singh, who comes from 
Amritsar. 

K. V. Navare, an engineer from 
Bombay, said he believed die 
Iraqis could withstand aerial 
bombardment for at least two 
more months. 

“Average people are con- 
cerned and fri^tened, but Iraqi 
officials and the popular army 


(militia) men are not concerned 
at all,” he said. 

Refogees on Friday only trick- 
led into Rnweished and into the' 
Red Cross transit canqi where 
many spend their first night in 
Jordan. 

By midday, about 115 Indians, 
70'Egypdans, 60 Sudanese, one 
Yemeni and one Moroccan had 
entered Jordan. 

Aid officials warned befne war 
broke out Jan. IZthat as many as 
. TSOjOOO refogees miglit flood into 
Jordan, repeating &e deluge of 
more than 800,000 who came 
afosr Iraq’s Aug. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

“We are prepared to receive 
15.000 a day at the two transit 
camps, but it is certainly intri- 
guing tiiat people are not com- 
ing,” said Peter Hetz, delegate of ' 
die International Committee of 
die Red Cross at tbe camps. 
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Non-aligned 

(Continiied from page 1) 

and Sudan, Cuba and Yemen 
have tried for over a week to 
open a public debate on tbe Golf 
war. 

They were rebuffed again 
Thursday by die majority of the 
council, whkfa decided in private 
not to meet on the Gulf in tbe 
immediate future, dqiioniats said 
on concBtion of anonymity. 

“Our sense is that the members 
of the council are dearly going to 
contimie to ke^ dieir interest in 
this very high,” U.S. Ambassa- 
dor Thomas Pickering said. 

“But at this point (diey) don’t 
see any further action can be 
taken until Saddam Hnssein indi- 
cates that he’s ready to comply 
with the resolntioiis” demandiiig 
diat Iraq withdraw its troops from 
Kuwait and restore the emirate’s 
government, he added. 

Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar told reporters after the 
adjoomment: “I think a meeting 
of tbe council is sometfamg which 
needs consideration and my hope 
is diat the council will meet 
discuss the subject as soou as 


ttoi=^ 






GRENADE THROWN AT BANKiA hand 
gieoa d e was ttarown at an Amman branch of the 
BrttUi Bank of tbe MkhDe East Friday damagiiig a 
near-by car, a ptfice ^lAesiiiatt said. The ero- 
sion bndee tbe windows of a passing car, goiqed a 
iwnaii bok into flie pavcflient Imt caused ahniwt no 
danmge to the bank wbidi was closed Ite tbe Friday 


hoUday. A gnacd ontside the bade fired sfaotaaC tbe 

»«**«*—■ vriio fied In an old wfa&e car, foe poUce 
man fold tbe Jordu News Agency, Firira. 
Pefice removed a pboqy bomb from tte same baA 
last wee k . Shots have beeo fired at file U.S.-owiied 
rTHfcanic ||i Amman. 


Gulf war is against people and 
should be stopped — peace activists 


• By Mariam M. Sbahin 

Jmdan "nines Staff Repmter 

AMMAN — “The overriding 
value of human life and human 
values must prevafl and with it 
peace," is tbe message that an 
86member Gulf Peace Team has 
broii^t out of Baghdad after 
witnessmg some of the fiercest air 
bombardcDeots in history. 

*‘As a person I reject the 24- 
bonr bombing of Ii^ and the 
president of tbe United States has 
no right to dedaie war in the 
name of tbe world community," 
Junsie Terasawn, a peace acthist 
from Japan, told reporters less 
than 12 hours after his arrival 
here from Baghdad Friday. 

Along with over 80 other peace 
actirists arriving from the war 
zone, Terasawn, a Budhist monk, 
expressed anger and regret over 
the outbreak of war on the mom- 
ing of Jan. 17. 

Stressing that theirs was a non- 
partisan approach, the peace 
activists . said they blam^ all 
those who had promoted war 
dfreedy and indirectly for the 
ouforeak of the war. 

“If tiiey can wage war 1 can 
wage pe^," said American 
peace.! actiwst Andrew Jones re- 
ferring-ttftbe American-led allied 
forces in Saudi Arabia. “Lets 
save fi^;Lets-.sct like- human 
b^gs,” M^. Jones, an African- 
American, told a press confer- 
ence. 

Gulf Peace Team members 
have been in Iraq since mid- 


December. 

Following the outbreak of the 
war, they were able to gn a dear 
view of conditi<Mis in 

PaghHarf 

“There is obviously a lack of 
basic medicines,” said Karen 
Khan, an Indian member of tiie 
pieace team. “In tbe hospitals 
there is no water to dean the 
sheets,” she said with tears in her 
eyes as she recounted what she 
saw in Baghdad. 

Whfle many mmubers of the 
peace group did not say Ba^idad 
is “de^stated” or that all of tbe 
Iraqi capital was in “ruins," most 
said that dvilian areas had been 
hit. 

The bombing of a milk powder 
factory outside the dty was also 
confirtued by several eyewitnes- 
ses. One British memb^ of the 
delegation, Pat Arrowsmith, said 
joltingly that members of tbe 
team had used left-over milk- 
powder from tbe attadeed milk 
formula factory for their tea. 

The teams was asked to leave 
their peace camp at Ar’ar on the 
Iraqi-Sandi bor^ after tbe war 
began. Most of the peace camp 
members were taken to Baghdad. 

Housed on die now femous A1 
Rashid hotel, the peace activisis 
spent. most of- foe time -iiF the' 
bomb sbelterslistenmg to foe 
b^g. bombed. 

“Vhiat we saw when we were 
not in the bomb shelters was red 
li^ts in the dark sky," said a 
27-year-okl Indian woman, who 
had arrived at 5 a.m. along with 


tile rest of tbe delegation. 

The road from Ba^idad to 
Amman had suffered a lot of 
itniwagft- accor din g to witnesses. 
“The sti xac h right m the centre 
to have svifemd tile worst 
bombing," said Esa Boxman, 80, 
from Germany. “The poor driv- 
ers had to manoeuvre aroimd the 
boles in foe craters in the street,” 
Mr. Borman, the oldest member 
of the peace team, told the Jor^ 
dan Times. 

It was peace camp partidpant 
John liveisee from New Zealand 
that made petfaiqs the most emo- 
tional and controveiaal state- 
ment at the news conference. 
“We were at foe mercy of tbe 
Ira^ and we had to trust them 
and you can trust tiie Iraqis be- 
cause tiiey ke^ their word,” be 
told tbe news conference. 

Many of the peace activists 
'spoke of the kfodness shown 
them by Iraqi citizens. “Th^ 
were among the Idndnest people I 
have ever seen anywhere,” said 
Ms Borman, who walks witii tbe 
help of a cane. 

“This war is being waged 
against ordinaiy people without 
foe consent of ordixiary people 
and it must be stopped,” sadki 
Kiathy KeDy. of the United States. 

Wi^ifniig up the kaleidoscope 
of ideasSid tceiii&'n^^ 
tiie p(3^ t<aun, musician josei^ 
Parsons said: ‘*We came to prom- 
ote peiKC and poning our lives on 
the line we came to say tiiat we 
will not stand by to watdi tiie 
world destroy itself.” 


Soviet party officials warn U.S. 


MOSCOW (AI^ — Commm^ 
Paity officials have warned foe 
Uni^ States not to go beyond 
foe U.N. mandate to liberate 
Kuwait, reflecting concern 
among Soviet traditionalist that 
America wants to impose its will 
on the Kfideast. 

“We call iqwa the leadership 
of the United States to take more 
necessary measures so that they 
serve the cessation of the blood- 
foed, and serve foe ceasefire,” 
said Alexander Dzasokhov, foe 
party’s ideology chief and mem- 
ber of tbe national legislatore's 
ForeigD Affairs Committee. 

His statements Thursday 
edioed a j<mit U.S.-Soviet com- 
munique issued tins week saying 
a ceasefire would be posable if 
Iraqi Preadent SaHri^yn Hussein 
ma^ a commitment to withdraw 
from Kuwait. 

The 500-member ceutral com- 
mittee approved a statement 
tapng the U.S. government to 
limit its objectives in foe (rulf 
war. 

Soriet officials so far have not 
(Siectiy said support for the allied 
mission in the Gulf would be 
withdrawn, but major newqiapers 
have editorialist against as 
escalation of tbe cooflicL 
Foreign Mmxstiy spokesman 


Vitaly CburkiD said tins week 
that the Soviet Union, vriiile 
ut^g constraint, stands by the 
U.N. Security Connefl resttiution 
'autborising foe Golf action. 

Id Washingtira, U.S. officials 
said tiie Kreftn had promised to 
cootinne its support for the U.S.- 
led war in exdiazige for a White 
House pled^ to “back off” its ' 
tough line agunst the Soviet 
military crackdown in the Baltics 
this month. 

Mr. Dzasokhov and other 
Communist Party officials 
addressed a news conference be- 
fore report s of tbe deal readied 
Moscow. 

But Mr. Dzasokhov did seem 
to link the Baltic cradedown and 
the Gulf war. 

“It is a time for reqioDsible . 
actions for tbe sake of preserving 
dvil peace” on tiie domestic 
front, Mr. Dzasokhov said. “And 
on this basis rest two ... of our 
strate^ aims. It is quite under- 
standable that the centra! com- 
mittee paid considerable atten- 
tion to foe problems connected 
with the Peirian Gulf and tiie 
dtuatiOD there.” 

Soviet offidals, mmdfiiJ of 
their longtime Ir^i allies and 
fearing a powerfrii new U.S. pre- 
'seoce in the hfiddle East, have 


expressed oonoeni tiuiC U.S.-led 
forces planned to destroy the 
Iiaip govemmeiit, ratiier than 
just drive Iraqi troops from 
Kuwait. 

“We must not sacrifice tiie just 
aim of respect for the ri^ts of all 
people. We must not let the Iraqi ' 
people be pnmdied for a policy 
fo^ did not choose,” said Valen- 
tin Falin, diief of tile party’s 
inteniational department, told 
the news conference. 

Foreign Minister Alexander 
Bessmertnykh, in an interview 
whh the Communist Party daily 
Pravife published Thursday, said ' 
his talks with U.S. Pr^ufent 
George Bush tins week touched 
on tiie Gulf and tiie Baltics. But 
he did not say nfoether tbe two 
issues were linlmd. 

“The West merely wanted to 
give a signal about its dissatisfeo- 
tiOD'* vrifo the devekqimenfe’’ in 
the Baltics, he told Pravda. 

The U.S. sources, qiealdng on 
condition tiiey not be Mtow rifcMi 
said an unamioaiiced agreement 
between Mr. Bessmertnyidi and 
Secretary of State James Baker 
led to the joint statement on the 
Gulf. U.S. officials also received 
assurances the Soviets would 
withdraw some troops from 
Lithuania, Latina awirf P.!«tniii« 


Baghdad 

fPaat^saad froM 
of deaths caused by friendly fe. 

^ col. Humble* opw**^ 

officer te tite 1 st marine dfrisKHL 

“But historically there’s aiw^ 
casualties by frfeaidly fire in dose 
batties because it^ a ^it for 

your life.” „ . 

In a radio appeal on Fnd^, 
baq nr^ Arabs to jam the 
battle and sbow'tbe “enemies^ 
fnav nK of contenqit and b at e. 

“Arab brother... st^ the na- 
tion’s 'enemies in aay way yon 
ran Do DOt let them rest. Do not 
let them, see anything except the 
gKrif of your knife. 

“Your fracp brotiier is cq^ 
ff owt i ng conndess armies wifo 
c o nm o su re and intiepidity. 

“Sadi armies have never be- 
fore assembled *g*"**^ one coun- 
try as they have assembled 
a gaingt Iraq. Nevertiidess your 
Itatp brotiier is standxng like a 
lofty mountain, unshaken and 
fearless,” Radio sai d . 

The radio refer re d to Iraq's 
reristance to of alRed 

raids “without craqriaimDg... lo^ 
ing vigour or xeiaxh^ but added 

timt fellow Arabs sho^ he4> it in 
tiie war wifo tiie '“evil focces.” 

“An you have to do is take the 
first step. AD you have to do is to 
bqgjn. No one, no one can poss- 
ibly wwkft sudi a stand except 
yon, Arab brotiier,” it said. 

Iraq 

(Comhmed from ps«e 1 ) 

ensure fair treatment of allied 
pQots ct^itnred by Iraq. 

Tbe Swiss-run relief agenqr 
abo fainted tiiat it faiew mcne 
tiian it was willing to say aboct 
tiie scale of destruction in Iraq 
after IS days and of aerial 
bombaidmenL 

Angdo Gnadixiger, bead of the 
ICRCs NCddle East division, 
said foe Red Cross delegatioo in 
Baghdad had so far foiled to visit 
any cqitnied alfied pilots. 

Iraq also said Rcid^ it had shot 
down 20 “air targets,” tbe term it 
uses to refer to airezaft and mis- 
siles of die U.S.-fed forces. 

Raghrfari Radio, quoting mOit- 
aiy commmnque 34, s^ tbe 
enemy had carried ont 94 air raids 
^;ainst it from Tbmsd^ ni^it 

“Our heroic air and gromid 
defences were able to shoot down 
and destroy 20 air taxgets, bpdi 
planes and nusafes, to^y,” mid 
the conmramque. 

Eariier oo Friday, fraq said its 
air and ground defeiices had dot 
^ down three allied planes. 

Baghdad says it has dowuxl 
more that 200 air targets snice tiie 
ontirreak of the Golf war Jan. 17. 

Its foes say th^ have lost 2S 
aircraft. 

Baghdad Iraqi Ra<jio said 
Tfam^ay that President Saddam 
Hussein visited the soudiem bat- 
tie front Wednesd^ id^ and 
remained there until early Thurs- 
day morning. 

Tbe radio said that dnring the 
visit, President Saddam met with 
Defence NBnister Saadi Tunab 
Abbas and “assured hunself of 
the soandness of the measures 
and anangements” and of foe 
"growing nitxale” of his forces. 

Re otw correqxmdent Bernd 
Debnsmann, reporting from 
Baghdad on the 16th day of the 
war, stdd two weeks of ant ed air 
attacks have tnxned life in Bagh- 
dad into living helL 

Every day had beenne a baxde 
for life’s necessities. There 
was no power, Ihtie water. Tbe 
telephone system had been 
knocked out and even govern- 
ment nunistries could not talk to 
one another. 

Fuel was scarce and some 
tnotorists qieiit tiie rdght ootade 
filfing stations, wrqiped in blank- 
ets against the bitter cold, to 

an eariy place in the queue. 


Iran 


1 ) 


TAran Radio rqxnted. 

Iranian officials decreed Friday 

^ “day of compassion whh the 
mnocent people of Iraq.” The 
day coincide wifo the 12th 
amweisaiy of the return from 


eonnmie^:! 


exile of foe late Ayatollah ] 
lab Kbuipcini. under ufoo 
CTffMp Iran tin 

j 9 g 0 ,g 8 war wifo Iw|- 

The bead of tbe 
an in a sezinoo at Telicas., 
vezsity Friday, sl a mnff^ 
Preadent George Bun for 4 
to g alfied ftirees to aliacfe; 
u^litary targets in fraq.' 

“Bu^ says be doesnoti 
destroy Iraq, but these ani 
,joids,” AyatoBah 
YaztS said. 

Tdiran RacSo said : 

^gfxtinppets in Tduas 
"Deafo to America” and^ 
to laaei” Friday. ! 

“This war has nodmi^; 
fith Triam or infideBty,” ^ 
lafa Yazdi said. • 

“It could have bad an 
rfMr acter if it was led 
Mb^SbO. But 
war of aggiesshwi It 
aggression and h eon 
ag gression,” he said . 

He warned that “we — 
just observers ai tiie scene.? 

neutral doesn’t mean Inn f 
remain silent ag ain st sn^.'j 
on Ir^." 

AyatoHafa Yazdi 
efforts of tiie Red C 
nicarifM^ for trying to 
people of Iraq. .. 

Vafaid Dastjerfo, headj 
Red Crescent, said five i( 
border provinces would' 
aid to the Iraqi per“^ 
tiiese days are fiving 
conditioiis.” 

He said the first s_^ 
mefodnes and powdered^ 
infcnto, was to be aent-^^ 
Ridqr, wifo bdp from ^ 
Cross. 

Mr. Das^erdi ad(M I 
sngsr, tea, canned . t 
dates would be sent in', 
wigiitoj and that las or, 
was prqmed to send 
tbe need arose. 

“If tbewarisp.-.. 
ally die needs «rf the ^ 
win become greater, Jod W 
Ciesoent win not be able ml 
k diem singfe-haiidedty. 

"As always we win callfoE^ 
fromonrdmpeofde,” hef^ 
and gave tiie number of ; 
aocoont afoese cash 
oonld be sent 


Red Cresceafk 


peopli^^ 




iprokNiged,^ 


Shelling 


D 


Lebanon in the summer trf : 

“Tbe shelling wfakfa 
from 8 p.m. Iastni^iintfl4: 
in tiie moming is heavier 
have had in rece n t years in tibas' 
part of die .wofld,” .said.T!imir 
-"^-Gokiel^- spobEsman ttim' U.ii, 
.'scpeao^xxq^ fospes in tbe are^ 
-fin- -Pakstiman leader Yasser Aob- 
fat, who has strongly badted fraq 
in the Golf war, has denied that 
be oidned the attado which 
Pakstiman sources in Lebanon 
said were intended to Iraqi 

Scad missile atta^ on the Jewifo 
state. 

OU slick 

(Confomed from page 1) 

Tbe large islands of Abu 
cwmected to the mainland by a 
causeway blocks foe way to 
Jubafl, bat if the slide is not fir 
enoo^ out to sea it- wfll swiil 
around and hit port 
Iraq blamed the disaster on 
allied raids on its tankers and oil 
pipelines. 

‘Transfer’ 

( C en t fon e d from pi^ 2) 

"We befieve and hope that if- 
we have to act, the Jordaniaiis ' 
win know foe fimits. We facqie 
tiiey 'will not cross boundary 
because if they do, they will lose 
eveiything,” Gea. Bm-Nun tolfo 
Yediotii, Afaronofo newspaper . 

“We need fo (fly over Jordai^^ 
in order to save time... to acemt " 
pUsh our mission,” he said.'; 
Asked what Israel would do if.. 
Jmdan did not understand, Gen. 
Bin-Nun rqilied: ‘There wiB be^^ 
no Jmdanian air force.” - 
Mr. Shamir said Friday foat^i 
frrael’s armed forces were wi^^ 
ing for the go ahead to strike.-:^ 
“We do not have a poli^.or^ 
philosopl^ of restraint... bur^'^ 
army awaits the order to repulse ' 
the attacks.” 
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Professors protest U.S.-led 
aggression on Iraqi people 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — ftofessors 

awirf aeariemiriamg fmm Trtr danian 

Dnivecaties have oqpressed their 
solidanty with the Iraqi people 
now subjected to the U.S.-led 
aggression, and mged academi- 
cians around the world to exten d 
a bei|xng hand to tile Iraqi peoi^e 
and help stop the aggression. 

Donning tiieir university robes, 
the p rofewis marched from the 
Profesaonal Assodations Com- 
plex in .qimeteawi fo the United 
Nations ofBces where they hand- 
ed U Resideiit Representative 
Dr. Ali Atiqa a fHotest note 
addressed to the United Nations 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar. Following is the text 
.of the memorandum the profes- 
sors pr ese nte d to Atiqa: 

We strong bondemn the sav- 
age killing of tfae^nnocent people 
of Iraq and the iwiiwrifniinitw 
destraction of civilian institotiotts 
and iostallatiotts such as schools, 
hoqntals, power stations and iiar 
ter pomps, ttiiidi are tiie lifeb- 
lood of adl dtizens <ti all fahbs and 




• •• Tr - 
- '.It 

• ir- : . 
• :r,- 


Iraq is an aggre ssi on agairigr all 
Ambs- and MnsUins all over die 
WOlid and is dirwfjftd a gatrxt’ thOT 
cahnre and their very 
It is remiitiscent of the crusatSng 
spirit of the liiliddle Ages whidi 
can only ignite the of jihad 
in setf-^fience. 

f 

We appeal to feDow academi- 
daos all over the world and to aO 
men and wmnen of dear consd- 
ence to suppor t our call to stop 
sudi a bonifying and genoddd 
onslaught on nmocent Uves. We 
call upon them to cooperate in 
order to re-establish a helatfay 
international order free from 
American arrogance and hege- 
mony. 

Any new order should be ocm- 
dndve to greater nnhy among 
nations and to greater mutual 
reflect and nndentanding among 
the peoples of the world irrespec- 
tive of race, place, or religion. As 
Muslims we are capable contri- 
buting significantly to world 


■ pea c e, proqierity, and progress. 

The Uuit^ Nations, nowadays 
an instrument in the hands of tte 
United States as demonstrated by 
the present situation, should 
addr^ the Palestinian question 
in order to attain peace in the 
region. 

We pray to Allah for a safer 
world free from American 
Zonist bombs and colonialist 
dreams. 

The march by professors, was 
the first of its Idnd here to show 
solidarity with the Iraqi people; 
and a spokesman for the profes- 
sors said that Jordanian univezsi- 
ties will be smiding messa^ to 
various academic institutioas 
around the world to rally support 
for peace and to end the war in 
the Gulf. 

The professors and academi- 
cians represented the University 
of Jorda, Yannouk Universiiy, 
Muta Univeisity. the Jordan Uni- 
veirity of Science and Technolo- 
gy and the private university. 
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Courses at French centre 
to resume ‘in a few days’ 


By Sneda Kilrai 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Courses wfil re- 
sume at the Frendi Cuftoial 
Centre in a few days deqnte an 
at te m pted attack on the cen- 
tre’s tibraiy Wednesday ni^t 
that resulted in the buraing op 
of around 10,000 books, few 
desks, bookshelves and carpets 
in the Bbrary room. 

Frendh language students 
said they will xegisteT as soon 
as the aAwhwstr ation aDows it. 
They say that the incident wiD 
not deter tiiem ^"since most of 
the attarfcTt on forogD interests 
arc carried out at night and not 
intended to hurt anybody,** 
one student said. 

“Eveiytfaiiv depends on the 
‘geoeial a tmoqrfiCTC,*** jHama 
• Sa!di, a langnage-stndeDt at the 
French they 

can me then rD'pirobabfy rq^ 
ter.” 

Other studens voiced discon- 
tent over snefa incideiits **wliidi 
will not help in anything but 
are directed in £aa agam^ 
Ar^ stodents,” Botbama I 
Hadtfid said. **Most of ^ 
who frequent the fifr y are 
Arabs and not fbreigt ers. 

Seenrity sources, Va the 
other hand, are stHI investigat-' 
ing the inddent whidi was 
riaitw#rfi by Utherto unknown 
organisation that calk itself 
*‘Jihad Brigade.” The “bri- 
gade” claimed lesponabflSty 
for the inddent in a telephone 
can to the French news agency 
(AFP). “We carried out tiik 
aftnrV aftcT Saddam*s call for 
jihad against Western and 


American interests,” the 
anonymons caller told tiie 
AFP. 

He dahned that his orga- 
nisation was tiw miginator of 
previous attempts: agamst two 
bianebes of tire Brii^ Bank 
that were carried out soon af- 
ter tire ernptioD of the Golf 
crisis.” 

“The investigation is stili 
going on,” Major General 
Fadel Ali the (firector of the 
PabGc Security D^iaitment, 
told the Jordan Tunes when 
contacted by telephone. He 
(fid not give any furtiier details 
nor (fid be reveal if the actual 
attacker has been arrested or 
n(^ 

A senior c^dal at the 
French Embas^ said that oulv 
die ceotrek' Hilary was.di^ 


aged by the attadt, which re- 
sulted in the bnrniiig up of 80 
per cent of the btroks Acre. No 
other parts of the centre were 
damaged except for the walls 
of tiie first fl^ sriiic!i were 
covered with soot generated 
from the fire. 

The attack, believed to be a 
response to Iraq's call on 
Atsibs and Muslims to attack 
the interests of the United 
States and its G'-lf war allies, 
was executed shortly before 
nidnight on Wednesday, at 
nearly 7”.J0. seenrity sources 
said. 

T«e 4tta(dter a(^>aranetly 
p jd ujc centre’s back door 
and soaked the libraiy witii 
gasoline before setting in on 
fire, leaving some nnreadaUe 
graffiti in Arabic on tiie'walis. 
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The Fkcaeh CaltarM Coitii^lfliratT after die fire aftark Wednes- 
day nig^ (Photo by Yonsef A1 ’Alan) 


Scientists urge de Cuellar 
to end Gulf war to 
avert ecological disaster 


7 '-‘. ‘ ‘ 


AMMAN (J.T.) A g^oup of 11 
prominent scientists have 
appralfd to the United Nations 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cttdkr urging to seek a 
ceasefire in the Chilfwaris order 
to avert the r^(m an ecological 
catastrofdie caused by oil qriUage 
in the Gulf and posable ofl fires 
. in that regioii. 

Flcrifow^ is the friD texts of the 
sdenti s t s* letten 

Dear Mr. Secretary General, 

/ WE turn to you once again, as the 
man who heads what was first 
co n ce iv ed as the most noble are- 
na for tiie lesotving of Ac worid's 
i woes after military initiatives had 
^ devastated humanloiKl, bopiog to 
V reUndle the spiri t of peace with 
: vfiicfa tiie United Natums and 

• withi n h the Securify Council 
'i came to be, according to the 
^ UJ4. Charter — beyrmd human 

* and bureancratic boundaries and 
P vested interests. 

Fonowing two sdeatific sympo- 
rf sia, one in London and the other 
i ta New York, where we voiced 
;> our very real of sevm ecolo- 

gical crias should a war in tiie 
Onlf erupt, we now find, as tiie 
^world’s largest ofl spiO^ has 
r m the Gulf, tiiat our 

^ predictions were not witiiont 
^ fonndaiion. We warned of the 
eovmmmenAl threat posed by 
i any iqiiiiagft fo mgiiiie life, tiie 
fiAmg mdnstxy, the (xnal teeft 
' and agnificaiitfy tiie desafinaiioo 


iqion vAidi all rely on for tiieir 
dail y fresh Water. • 

We are particolarly concerned 
tint should tiie war escalate and a 
ground battle over the oil fields of 
Kuwait commence, a fer greater 
ecplogjcvt threat Iniks. We ex- 
nwnaH several scenarios should 
the ofl-weUs, storage tanks, re- 
fineries and pi p^Hng uetworks be 
subject to dire(X military action or 

diliberate sabotage. 

We now have one last chance 
to stop and the actual 

Hamaga — brffidt the ofl slidt, 
tiM damaga causcd by the des- 
frnction of nndear reactors and 

#4wwri«il faraKriaa fee yet itnganged 
— pretiiii inar Dy we should know 
Ac extent of environmeiital dam- 
age fo irmooent dvilians in their 
iwwwadiata vicimly. Ofl fires in 

souAem Knwaft must be stopped 
before they spread norA into 
Kuwait (Mt^ier and untold en^ 
viimuneptal damaga is caused. 
As a result of prevmliiig winter 
winds in the scnxAern Iraq and 
Kuwait area, masses of smoke 
and soot from the fires sweep to 
resDote unions such as Ae Trafian 
sub-continent in a "*»**«• of days 
and in teriwe with the Monsoon 
dreulation system inilocncing 

tiieir character and duration. Anv 
perturbations ,or freeziify will 
fffaat hoodreds of nnUkhis of 
lives that dqiend on these annaal 
rains for tiieir agticaltunl crops 


and could fece starvation if Ae 
rams do not arrive m season. 
Add rains and toxic douds could 
also ^iread devastation. 

Our cmnniicnieot to the UJ4. 
and UNEP was evident from the 
discussions we held. As the 
realisation of our greatest fear 
materfaKae we plea for a pause in 
hostilities to take place im- 
metfiately, allowing for a fuD 
assessment of what could begin 
wA regkmal disaster (ecological 
and economic — as we have 
warned) within the ti^it eco- 
system of the Oulf region and end 
a catastn^he of incalcolaUe 
proportions, boA for ourselves 
and ftmire generations. Any m- 
ternatioDai efforts towards pre- 
' Gminaiy environmental repairs, 
made- in this state of military 
confrontation, can only be 
makeshift. 

We ask yon to make ali mem- 
ber nations aware of the risks and 

triead for a meeting of the Gener- 
al Assembly and Security Co uncil - 
in mder that proper assessments 
take jrfare. . 

Yours sncerely, 

Dr. EMt 6anaby» Dr. John 
Cox, Dr. Abdolah Toofcmi, Dr. 

Fsal Mr. Joe Fai insn, 

Dr. Cart Dr. Thn 0*Bkn> 

dan, Dr. Bermud Lown, Dr. Fm 
Rogers, Dr. Josef Rot W s * , Mr. 
Richard Gdob. 


Prince Hassan calls 

for end to hostilities, 
warns against 
war consequences 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Qxiwn Prince Has^ 
has called for an end to hostilities 
in Ae Gulf in order to give all 
parties concerned a chance to 
pause and consider peace initia- 
tives. 

In a trievised* interview viA 
the American CSS News Net- 
work, Prince Hassan said that 
what is so worrying to is what Ae 
fbtnre carries in terms of zela- 
tioDships between people and Ae 
extent of damaga in the form of 
civilian casoalties, ecological dis- 
aster, possible new waves of re- 
fugees and evacuees, economic 
loses, in addition to the increas- 
ing dangers of widening Ae con- 
flict. 

The Crown Prince noted that 
the Arab masses iocreasiD^y felt 
that Iraq stands to win m Ae 
conteiti of a confronAtion des{»te 
ronnd-Ae-clock bombardment 
and devastatfoo of Iraqi targets. 

Prince Hassan said t^t in Ae 
event Aat non-conventional 
weapons were nsed it would be 
very Hiffienh to talk about win- 
ning the peace and that is uhat 
was so worrying to Jordan. He 
added that “we in Jordan have 
called for durable arrangements 
to goarantee a stable new order in 


our region, convening a regional 
conference for seoority and coop- 
eration and an mternational 
peace conference for the Middle 
East.” 

However, the Crown Prince 
warned Aat it seems Aat Ae 
straz^c reiatioDSfaip between Ae 
United Stetes and Israel is very 
much ba ck in jday ^Aicfa would 
negatively affect peace efforts in 
Ae area. Prince Hassan added 
rhat this titnation and the con- 
tinued aimed conflict coupled 
whh Ae Ude of p ro g reg towards 
enhftng Ae Ara^lsraeli conflict, 

. are cauAig deep anger in Jordan 
and Ae Arab World. The anger 
has become so apparent in terms 
of Ae way Ae poblic eqiresses 
itself and we frel that is very 
much Ae case m the lengA and 
bieadAof Ae Arab and Muslim 
Wcnld. 

Prince Hassan reiterated hk 
fall for all parties to (xmader a 
pause, supervised by the United 
Nations to reassess their portions 
and consequently try one last 
attemp t to put an end to hostili- 
ties. WiAout sodi action, he said, 
it becomes much (fifficult for all 
of us to put together a peace Aat 
works in tiic Gulf a^ in Ae 
kfiddle East at large. 


Japan wants direct 
involvement in the 
evacuation of refugees 


AMMAN (J.T.) The Japanese 
pariiament wants to deal directly 
whh the evacuees problem in 
Jordan, Iraq and Kuwait and to 
IMOvide the necessary humanita- 
rian assistance badly needed in 
view of Ae ongoing war in Ae 
Gulf, according to a visiting par- 
liamentary group. 

Deputy Toshio Yam^udii told 
Minister 6f Planning Khaled 
Amin Abdnllah Aat Japan, 
which used to deal wiA this prob- 
lem in the -past months-throu^ 
^intsroati(>iia]''oigaiH^ti(>n, now 
' vpUmEs to have (fir^ involvement 
in oocqieration wi’^AlAe''Jofdaman 
government 

Yamaguchi told Abdullah Aat 
parUament in Japan will set up a 
standing committee to follow up 
the evacuees problem in Jordan 
and to discuss measures to be 
taken to support losdaa hseif. 

VxstxDg Japanese delegation in- 
dudes four parliament members 
and 11 asastants and offidak who 
Friday tonred a number of eva- 
cnee camps at A1 Ruweished and 
Aziaq in order to have a first- 
hand assesment of the dtualion 
and evacnee-related problems, 
according to an offidal at Ae 
J^nnese embassy Friday. The 
offidal told tiie Jordan Times that 
Ae Japanese parliamentarians 
wfll Saturday meet Hk Majesqr 
Kii^ Hussein, and will bold talks 
wiA His Royal Hi^ess Crown 
Prince Hassan and Prime Minis- 
ter Mudar Badran among odier 
offidak, foensmg attention on 
Japan's assistance to Jordan and 
' to Ae evacnees. 

The group* whose members 


had been to Egypt, are expected 
to go to Syria Sunday in Ae 
course of Aeir c u rrent MidAe 
Eastern tour, Ae official said. 

The Jordan News Ageiu^, Pet- 
ra, said (fis(xissioiis wiA Dr. 
Abdnllah covered the adverse 
effects of the Gulf war on Joi^ 
dan's economic and social life and 
Japan's assistance to Jordan. Dt. 
Abdnllah disenssed wiA Ae vidt- 
ing pariiamentarians Ae outcome 
of own recent visit to. Tokyo 
. vAere be (fisenssed tcqiics ndat^ 
j.-itb Japm's'loan ta>Jorda07- - 
- Following AeoiMtug v^ 
^Abdullah, Ae Japanese 'delega- 
tion called on Salauneh Hammad. 
secretary general of Ae Ministry 
of Interior vAo k also bead of die 
government-appointed evacuees 
welfere committee. Discnssioiis, 
according to Petra, centred on 
Ae present shnatioa in Ae eva- 
cuee camps, and Jordan's role to 
provide essential sendees to dis- 
{rfaced peoide and facilities to' 
help repatriate them. 

Hammad tAd Ae delegation 
Aat tiie kmger the war lasted the 
more evacnees were expected to 
converge on Jordan. He express- 
ed Jordan’s deep appreciation to 
the Japanese govennnent for its 
continued help to Jordan to 
shoulder Ae ta^ of carii^ fa Ae 
evacnees. 

Accorefing to Ae Jaq>anese 
embassy official, the Jtq)anese 
parliament members and tiieir 
accompanying team of offidak 
constitnte what a stucly group that 
wili report its findmgs and pre- 
sent its recommendations to Ae 
Japanese pariiament. 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


House water committee meets 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parliament water 
strategy committee will h<dd a meeting today to Ascuss issues 
pertaining to the water situation in Ae Kingdom. 

JRC, WHO coordinate 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan Red Crescent's director Ahmad Abu 
Qoura Friday met World HealA OigaakatHMi (WHO) r^ional 
advisor for external coordination Ash oar Gibrfl. Abu Qoura and 
Gibril JRCs needs for medical sopplies onder the 

prevafling qTwmwtaiw* in this region. Gibril expressed WHO’s 
to meet tiiese needs and praised JRCs humanitarian 
role in regard to taking care of tiie evacnees leaving Iraq and 
Kuwait rince Aug. 2. 

Jaljouii visits the injured 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Heahfa Adnan Jaljouii Thuxaday 
visited pafieoisat A1 Hussein Medical Centre injured in the U.S. 
anH alHed aggrestion on Jtjrdanian ofl tankers last week._ The 
mintchjn- «nsbed Aem a spe^y recovery and {mised Aeutandard' 
of tite medical services being given to the injared. ' 

Brotherhood delegation to visit Tehran 

AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation rqiresenting the Muslim 
Brotherhcxxl is due to leave for Tebran. The delegation, vdiicih 
indndes pariiament deputy members <xf tbe T«tami<* Movement 
and is M by die Muslim Brothertiood’s secretary ^nera] 
M/Oiaiwmarf Abdul Rahman SThalifeh , will meet with a number of 
Iranian officiak to discuss tbe American-led aggresaon *g»inct 
Iraq. The delegation k ako eiqiected to vkh Ttiikey and Pakistan 
for the same purpose. 

Jordanian students in Iraq OK 

AMMAN (Petra) — All Jordanian students studying at Iratp 
rndveRities are in g(x>d oocufiiion and none had hurt as a 

result of tbe U.S. and allied forces aggression on Iraq, a cable sent 
by Ae Jordanian cohual anaefae in Baghdad said. The cable was 
addressed to the Mimstiy of Ifigjier Education. 



Watm’ floods Amnuui pubiie- parks (Photo by Yousef A1 ’Alan 

Rain tempers Jordanians’ mood 


By Elia Nasrallah 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Despite anxiety over 
tiie continued U.S.-led aggres- 
sion on Iraq, Jordanians, spe- 
ciaily fanners, were jubilant Fri- 
day over plentiftil rainfall that 
followed two months of a dry 
winter season. The rains revived 
hopes of a good harvest thk 
year. 

According to Dr. Ali Abanda, 
director of the Department of 
Meteorology, a series of cold 
fronts carrying more rain are 
expected to affect Jordan from 
now onA Sunday. He said in a 
statement cm Jordan Television 
Aat Jordan’s higfalanck will 
again witness snow fall in Ae 
coming two days as the low 
pressure continues. 

Dr. Abanda said Am the cold 
front, originating in norA west- 
ern Rusaa, brought in rain to 
most regions in Ae eastern 
Medherranean region. 

According to Dr. Abanda, 
temperatures will fall noticeably 
Satnrday and Sunday in Jordan 


as a result of tbe cold fronts. 

The rains of the past few days 
increased the amonnts of water 
collected at tbe King Talal Dam 
to nearly 14 million cubic 
metres, and could rise to 16 
milli on over the next two days 
sboold rain continue, according 
to Dr. Abdul Aziz Wkhah, 
secretary general of tbe Jordan 
Valley AuAority (JVA). 

Dr. Wkhah told the Jordan 
Times Aat Ae reservoir behmd 
the King Talal Dam now. con- 
tains almost doable Ae amounts 
of water at Ae start of the rainy 
season; and Aat oAer dams 
have also collected considerable 
amounts of water for summer 
irrigatfon. 

According to Dr. Wkhah, 
Wadi Shoeib Dam Friday morn- 
ing had 750,000 abic metres; 
Wadi A1 Arab, 5,300,000; Kar- 
frein, two million; and Sharhabfl 
Dam nearly 500,000 cnbic 
metres, oat cd a total capacity of 
four ntillion. 

Dr. Wshah said that the JVA, 
v4uch is re^nrible for irriga- 


tion in the valley, had stopped 
all water pumping to farmlands 
which, he said, are now being 
fed by rain fall. 

Dr. WishA said Aat Ae rain 
covered most parts of Ae King- 
dom even Aose areas which 
normally receive very little or no 
rain at' all. 

The King Talal Dam's overall 
capacity k 80 million cubic 
metres of water, and Aere is a 
long way to go to replenish the 
reservoir, bnt continued rain 
wiA such intensity is expected to 
coflect sufficient water for the 
required dry season's irrigation. 
Dr. WkhA ackied. 

The Ministry of Agriculture 
last week issued an appeal to 
farmers in Ae Jordan Valley, 
where most of Jordan’s agri- 
cultnral crops are grown, to 
embark on planting fruit trees 
and vegetables. Minister of 
Agriculture Mohanunad Alaw- 
neh was ipioted in Fritky's Ara- 
bic press as saying Aat Ae re- 
cent rains Slave guaranteed good 
and successful plant growA. 


Government restricts the 


cars. 4. 





‘T^MKiAN '(T.T.) — ^ The Kfinistiy 
of Energy and KCneral Re- 
sources hopes that tbe public will 
reduce consumption of electiic- 
iQr \riiicfa k generated through 
fuel ofl, and will reduce Ae use 
of cars to a minimnm so as tO 
save petrol, according to Minis - 
ter of Energy and Mineral Re- 
soorees Thabet A1 TAer. 

Commenting on tbe govern- 
ment’s Tbnrsday’s announce- 
ment Aat restricts tbe use of 
.private cars and pablio-bufldings 
bearing, the minister said that 
Ae move was deemed necessary 
under tbe present (fifficult dr- 
cumstances, and Aonld help 
Jordan rationalise Ae use of its 
limited ofl reserves. He said that 
the government's measures were 
also designed to encourage 
members of Ae public to use 
public means of transport. 

The ministei^s comments fol- 
lowed close on Ae beek of a 


government decision Thorny 
that as of Tuesday FA. 5, A 
private motorists would be 
allowed to use their cars only on 
alternate days. Cars whh licence 
plates eiKfing wiA odd numbers 
would be allowed on Ae streets 
on odd days while those ending 
wiA even □ ambers can be used 
on even days, said tbe govern- 
ment order. * 

The order said that Ae use of 
government vehicles would be 
cut in half and tiiat heating of 
government buildings would be 
reduced 25 per cenL 
Jordan has been receiving A 
hs crude oil from Iraq since 
September 1990 when Saudi 
Arebia cut off supplies to Ae 
Kingdom. The government deci- 
sion followed A* raids in Ae past 
week on the international high- 
way linUng Iraq wiA Jordan, 
wfateh so far killed five people, 
injured many others and des- 


troyed a number of oil tanker 
tracks. 

Despite the U.S. embargo on 
buriness wxA Iraq, Ae U.N. 
sanctions committee gave Jor- 
dan special permission to import 
Irarii ofl because of Ae hardships 
that Ae embargo had imposA 
on Jordan. 

Foreign Minister Taber A1 
Masri told Parliament Wednes- 
day Aat the air raids on dvilians 
and oil tanker tracks seemed to 
be deliberate. 

The government order warned 
Aat violators of Ae new mea- 
sure would result in impounding 
Ae vehicles. But Ae order to Ae 
public to use their private cars 
every oAer day has drawn angry 
public reactions from ail sectors, 
and Ramo Jordan Arabic ser- 
vice's cA-in programme was Fri- 
day bombar^d wiA telephone 
calls objecting to the new 
measure. 


. . . the public objects 


By Serene HMasa and Nor 

Sati 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A government 
(fedtion to r e s trict private (ais 
to run on alternative days has 
met strong objection on Ae 
part of Ae public. The major- 
ity of Jord^ans voiced total 
dk^reement wiA tbe govern- 
ment’s idea reasoning that the 
decision will result in cutting 
down petrol consumption. 
Most of Ae people interviewed 
by the Jordan Jimes Friday 
said Aey would have wel- 
comed increased petrol prices 
rather than be subjectA to 
inconveniences. 

One man, who preferred 
anonymity, told Ae Jtndan 
Times that although the idea of 
cutting down on gasoline con- 
gwnpriftw was needed, tins par- 
ticular decision was not weQ 
pfanned. “I have four children 
who go to stteol and my wife 
wotks, now I have to find a 
way to send Aem to sdiool and 
to ensure Aat my wife gets to 
woric too, and this means I 
have to use taxis and spend a 
minimmn of JD S 3 day (JD 
150 per monA),” he said. He 
added that thk new plan would 

feree him to wake iq> eaifler 
than usual, and leave work 
early so tii^ he coold gnaran- 
tee transpoitatioD for hk wife 

and diildren. 

Hb wife, cAed the dedskm 
an ilNpianned initiative. 
“Other modes of transporta- 


tion in Ae Kingdom have de- 
creased because a number of 
them are being used to trans- 
port evacnees from the 
(Ruweished) border (post),” 
Ae sakL 

*T believe Aat the amount of 
gasoline consumed by taxis 
would equal that a person 
would cons um e v4ien taldng 
Ae same trip,” anoAer man 
said. He added tiiat taxk might 
consume larger amounts of 
gasoline g«"ee many of them 
were Mercedes. 

“Hus new law benefits Ae 
rich not Ae poor,” a woman, 
Aysbab, told the Jordan 
Times. She explained Aat 
while ridi families have more 
than one car, the lower income 
fatniKftg have one and some- 
times iKHie. *“1108 means Aat 
tiiose who depend on taxk for 
tbeir transportation, will have 
a harder time getting them 
beiaase of greater demand on 
taxk,” she said. 

Ayshab stressed that low- 
income families with only one 
car norm Ay spend less money 
nting their own car Aan what 
they would have to spend now 
foDowtng the government ded- 
tiOD. “I am worried that A my 
money would be spent on 
transportation, leaving me 
penniless before Ae end of tbe 
monA,” she said. She added 

that She feared, Aat her hus- 
band's salary would ako be 
^nt on transportation leaving 
them in eeonomie <fisposition. 

A pregnant woman was fu- 
rious over Ae decision. “What 


I snpposed to do if I went 
inro labour at midnight?” she 
asked. I 

“And what if my doctor’s car 
cannot be driven on Aat day? 
Who is going to deliver ir.e ... 
tbe government?” she said 
angrily. 

“I (ion't think Aat this plan 
wifl work one, like many iil- 
Aought initiatives, it will even- 
mAy backfire,” a young man, 
Aref, said, explaining the deci- 
sion (foes not serve its purpose 
because h causes imneeded in- . 
convenienoe. 

Despite the large outepr 
from Ae public, Ae majority 
of Ae people interview^ by 
the Jordan Tunes, expressed a 
need to ration ^tsoline con- 
snmption. bnt gave other 
alternatives. 

“Why does’ni tbe gov- 
ernment regulate certain hours 
and (iays, for Ae operation cf 
gasoline stations,'' a man, Abu 
Ahmad, stud. For example Ae 
station can operate three times a 
week from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm, 
he added. 

Another woman suggested 
using conpons that would be 
sabAtted wiA a family book, 
in order to cuA any kind of 
foul play (like Ae seUing of 
coupons). 

A third idea was to raise Ae 
prices of gasoline, “llik would 
antomaticAy reduce Ae king- 
dom’s consuoqidon of gasoline 
beca us e now people would be 
more carefol when uang Aeir 
cars," g woman said. 
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Support for the war: Is 
U.S. ready for testing it? 


WASHINGTON and its close allies are no longer 
in an npbeat mood about the Gulf war. Inspite of 
over two weeks of the heaviest ever bombardment 
of Iraqi and Kuwaiti civil and military centres and 
targets, the Iraqi backbone has not beai broken 
as projected at die commencement of the Western 
ofiieiKive in the Golf. Each passing day takes die 
West further and further away firom easy and 
early victory that was heralded as imminent at the 
start of the war. At best there is now a mOitary 
gfaiamafa. The Only thing that the Washington-led 
i^ensive has achieved is to wreak havoc, death 
and destmedon and exacerbate the already vola- 
tile situation in the area. After turning down 
North African, Non-Aligned and other initiatives 
gfliKng for a ceasefire in the Gulf war, the only 
remaining option now are either to pursue this 
mad and cra^ war till the bitter end or resort to 
another international forum to put in place a 
cooling-off period in the ongoing fighting in order 
to provide more room for reflection and poddve 
fhinkmg - It was said bef(H% and it has to be said 
a gain that the U.N. General Assembly should be 
cmvened immediately for tins purpose. U.S. 
President Georgg Bush is only kidding himself 
when he maintaiiis tiiaf^l^ war mqqys interna- 
tional support. '^in fac^die pnfy participating 
countries in the nar are. the Western countries. 
Everything dse is only cosmriics that add or 
substract nothh^. If Wariunghm, Ixmdon and 
Paris truly bdieve that their war is internationally 
popular, they are invited to put tiiat claim to tiie 
bek by takiiig the Gulf crisis to tiie U.N. Genend 
Assembly where it would have a truly intemation- 
al chance to be aired and addressed. 

The Americans and the Soviets can, in the same 
breath, present their joint coDmnmiqne to the 
int^national body to see what kind of response to 
it win be getixng from the world community. 
This can be done assuming that the Americans 
themselves have not changed their own mind 
about the joint statement that was sqped by the 
U.S. Secretary of State and his Soviet counter- 
part. 

But if the U.S. is not ready for peace yet, there 
will come a time in this war when th^ will have to 
weigh their losses and decide whether their wfa<de 
adventnre has really been worth it 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

IN VIOLATION of au principles and laws and the 

1949 Geneva Convention on the prote^on of dvDians in war, die 
U.S. and allied focces raided chnlians travelling aloi^ the 
int^ marinn fli hi^iway £r(»n Iraq to Jordan killing innocent pe< iple 
and destio^ng property, said A1 Ra’i Friday. The raids on the 
civilian targets, the paper said, are clearly part of the ongoing 
a g gression on the Arabs, and conridered as a Unk in a long drain 
of acts of atrodties and brutality now being committed by the 
anieri forces in the Gulf region. The raids ooraired on Jordanians 
and Jordanian oil tanker trucks at a time when die allied forces 
realise that Jordan is totally ooounitted to the sanctions imposed 
on Iraq by the U.N. Security Council, and know that the targets 
were didhans, the paper not^. Jordan has committed itself to the 
sanctions and the resolutions, and has also been exerting efforts to 
find peaceful solutions to die problem, said tbe paper. As a 
rewani for its commitment and for its endeavours to adiieve 
peace, the paper noted, Jordan has been die target of allied 
bombers, renting in the death of hmooent Jordanian civilians. It 
said tbe raids looked as though the allied forces wanted to expand 
the war and to involve Jordw in the hostilities, causing further 
destruction and sufferings for people in the Arab World. 
Undaunted by tbe raids die paper said, Jordan will not budge 
from its present peaceful stand and will continue efforts to bring 
about peace to the whole area. 

A1 Dnstoor Arabic daily Friday attacked Germany for immediate 
and prompt readiness to provide Israel with weapons, thus ridiug 
by the enemies of tbe Arab World and eqdangeiing the strong ties 
of hiendsbip with the Arabs. The paper said that Germany first 
showed its hostile attitude towards tbe Arabs by providing funds 
to tbe alUed forces to buy weapons to kill tbe Iraqi civilians, and 
now it is hurrying to the side of Israel, providing it widi modem 
and sophisticated equimpent to help it consolidate its hold over 
the occupied Arab territories which it has been occupying since 
1967 in defiance of U.N. Security Council resolutions. The paper 
said that the German government has violated the German 
constitution for the sake of responding to tbe needs of its friends 
in the West and Israel, but it is tbe same government which 
declined to sell Saudi Arabia modem weapons some years ago 
under the pretext that it could not violate tbe constitution. We 
deplore the German action as a clear hostile move towards the 
Israelis and a gainst ^ Arabs at a time when Israel is maldi^ 
ready to laundi aggr^sion on Iraq, the paper said. It said that the 
Arabs regret to see German succumbiiig to the Sonist pressures 
and complying to tbe whims of the United States. 


View From Amman 


‘Allah yustur allaina’:May God protect us 




AS I listmied to the president of Iraq's interview with the 
American CNN network on tiie night of Jan. 30, 1991, I was 
struck witii the idea that die man truly believes that he is 
rfftfarttfing the Arab cause. Tbe following question came to mind 
and riiould be addressed to those Arabs still unmoved by what is 
going on, the spectators as well as those involved in the kill, “is 
arfrfiwg years to one’s life as important as adding life to years?’’ 

The question is not a phOosophical one nor is it idle speculation 
no more than the muring of a curious mind but indeed touches on 
tiie heart of the matten What will be the futine of the Arabs, at 
least for the next few decades, shoold Iraq be F^verised as we 
know the “allies’* are p lanning to do? And this too is not in 
defence of Iraq’s annexatiba of Kuwait, but a quick ^impse of a 
future that promises to be grim indeed. 

Since this latest crisis erupted on Aug. 2, many Westerners 
have fanlted our analyris of hs causes. They claim that while we 
lay all the blame on the West, we have nothing but apotoges and 
praise for ourselves. Nothing could be further from the truth: A 
truth driven deeper in me as 1 listened to Prerident Saddam ex{dain 
himself and his nation. The widening gap of misunderstan^g 
was not only between the Arabs and the West, but amongst us 
Arabs as welL And while the cultural gap between the Arabs and ' 
the West was erident in the interview as when President Saddam 
spoke of the concept of shame, evidently of different meaning to 
the two cultures, it is our lack of understanding of ourselves, our 
political and our limits that I wish to discuss. 

tins cri ri s made anything evident it is that we have not yet 
matured as a nation; not politically at any rate. After almost a 
century and a half since our modem so-called renaissance and tire 
attempt of .our intellectuals to coalesce us into one nation, we 
remain no more than tribal warring sodeties overridden with 


fiirrinnaiigfn and casy to penetrate from outside. The fragile Arab 
system that we thon^t we had built in the last few de c ad e s 
fragmented, even dis in te g rated when tbe first real test ooctured: 
Hie Arab League, the Golf Cot^eration Council and the Arab 
Cooper a tion Comidl melted into thin air and were i mmedia tely 
replaced by tbe Dorian Grey reality of a tribal ssrstem, eadi an 
oasis into itself. 

As such the dec^n was immediately removed from our hands 
and in feet we have become, wherever we may be at the momei^ 
vis^^vis crisis mere pswos moved et the will of others end 
responding to exterior stimnS . The honor of oar present situatira 
is not only that we have been marginalised but that the 
margfoalisation is sudi that we have become of no consequence at 
all. Not only did we discover that Western colonialism, dasw and 
otherwise, has not really left tbe region but that mos t of us in feet 
enjoy and even invite that condition. few exceptiems most 
Arab states were no more than protectorates and this notwith- 
standing the trappings of modem statehood that we once tbon^t 
we had. 

Our system as it turned out is in fact no more than a 
pre-modem, pre-nation-state simple tribal society system that 
attempted, in most cases dumsQy and hastily to ca moufl a g e 
diemselves in modem garb. A system that levovled essentiaDy 
and in most around one man and his almost pprstmal 
entourage sometimes an army and security apparatus. 

Some of us were deluded and we tbou^t that we had left tins 
dark cave of pre-faistoric existence. One shocking byproduct of 
this crisis is that when Prerident Saddam turned on the light to 
reveal what we truly have, most still do not believe what they see. 
And most know that tbe fig leaf tb^ hold is too tiifo and 


may hmw — »*** shame, or mei^* 

But tbeo why shoold we expect i 

ourselves do not try. fo our 

hone Aat we can hide our ais. And until this oa^ ana ^ 

all the that continue to befell 

iiiakc for each otfier. Allah jmsfur aflafle, Cfodprot^^ 

covered as if we five in two worlds at the saiiw tnnejMeteputop . 

having teamed^ tridcovmmilleina of c« 

under which we lived the past few mafena th^ - 

midiseiplined lawlessness of the seif, almort the 

the *0” above afl else that eontmnes to ‘ 

to^^ way we do: from day-«wiay never tookmg to tiie • 

fntxxre heyond? ' 

These are bewildering qnestioDS that sew the soul ^ taim fee ■ 

heart. They need however to be looked znio otherwise bow caft 
we our bdiavioiir now ranging between inc ie _ 

on tiie one band and active participants in oor own ma sssm ifflfr - 
on die otiier. Nor are the s e questions another exercise 
sdf-fiagdlation bnt a tentative xeadung out for ways to gtf . 
CHizselves out of tiie jni^e of our life. 


The CIA president and Israel 


8^1 


*'..Jrmmibk ndnstlce and find 

“Men are ant cas (hat (hey eso msh thcr feoe with (heir (angnes.” 

The presideut of tbe Uaitad States has repeatedly assured tbe people of 
Iraq tto be has not quarrel with them. It is only Saddam Hussein sriio 
preG^ires as Evfl Incamate. This is a familiar propaganda ploy, usually 
innooeat ««««£**, because m effectiuil enough, in its exploitation. It is part 
of (he popoiar CUt of VQiainy mostly, not ei^usively, practised 

by Western politicians vAen confronting Third World leaden who refuse 
to be apprtqpiiatdy docOe. 

The war, however, has converted such verbal ploys from an nmocent 
prajectioo of ethnocentric deception to an expression of ultimate 
arrogance. God, in his mercy, qiai^ tbe population of a comqit and evil 
city from drrine destruction bmuse be was persuaded that ten good 
people hved tiieie. The president of tim United States has mileubed 
weapems of massive destructive power to ravage a country, became that is 
where his only admitted enemy, evO to his roots, will be found. The 
piesidenf s ^iproacb is arrogant because he pttrsued and finally diose the 
most borrendom option open to him agai^ a widespread oonviedon, 
voiced by competent and weU-infonned people of diverse political views 
mtfain his own country and elsewbcre, t^ war would prove devastating 
fa its consequences, both during and long after its exeention. 

Tbe president of Ae United States made tbe decision to go to war, a 
dedskm gtven to him to make by the United Natirfas* abeiemioa of hs 
responsibiljty for pobdes made under hs auqpioes, after five monlfas of 
intransigence daring wbiefa he was supported fa bis faflexQnBQr by tbe 
major powers fa tbe worid. Tbe U.S. anugated itself to be the spcAnman 
of tbe worid, though it was far from dear that tbe world ooocunred in tbe 
rigid posture a«»aiined by. its presideaL Assumfag even tiiat tbe United 
Natiots jnemberdup i i ep r esems wodd oi w ieon.Mid- ignoring for tiie 
'moment what ofrribosly was at work fa acUeying the'agreements that led 
to twdve icsotutioDs agfanstJbaq in the Seemity. Onunl. itjnnsi be 
emphasised thM tbe SStoathddy coundl of tte United Nations does not 
reflect a rq^esented coastinaenqr amot^ the odier members. It timefore 
icmafas enrioos that there was never an assembly debate on any aspect of 
the Gulf crisis. Mr. Bnsb's worid was little more than an etiuMxxntric 
conceit, a sdf-desigoated hnay of both hnnself and tbe Security Coundl 
he manipilaiMl Todxy that worid iiidndea Syria, as once it did Iraq; but 
tomorrow who knows. 

Tbe bigess passed around fa the fonn of dollars (and in the form of 
pro mi ses for tbe bUme: expect some disappointnients theiell hardly needs 
daboration or persuasive argnmeot as to its fonctioo fa creaiiiig “world” 
opfafan. There is tbe undisgusted tuning between “cliinbfag on board” the 
great coalition train and tbe rewards for doing so (here a $7 tnllion 
debc-fotgiveness, there a $4 biUion gratis-award, everywhere a few mflltoa 
doUats ^ into Kuwaiti petty-box fends). This is persuasion enough for 
anyone whose capadiy for the simplest exerdse fa reasoned associatioa 
has not been ctippted I9 the orchestrated verbal assaults agafast 
credibility whidh propaganda machines have churned one 

The oo-qxion of ihe United Natiom to the purposes of the Unhed 
States, hanDy to be cretfited to axtyone's diplomatic astuteness under tbe 
diaun st a ooes, insured that Mr. Bush's muUriioess would not be chal- 
lenged. Wdifa a week of Ae invaskn, tbe Iraqi Foreign hfinister Tareq 
Aziz ofiered eqiliddy to discuss withdrawal from Kuwait. Later this 

eapKdtneas WM rim pp^, though thg nffer tarirty mdiided * w iHiiignf>«« tn 

n^tiate everything. A troop oi “statesme n ”, Rnssian, Chinese, 
Japanese, Ft«i^, German and more, knocked on President 
Hussein’s door to persuade him to mtbdraw bom Kuwak. Noihiiig else: 
there was no other message but to withdraw. Conveniently, these 
emissaiies pubiidy neither refuted nor adenoadedged evidence of pre- 
invasion madunations by the U.S. and Knwiati against Iraq, whiefa might 
have pven am|rie justification to tiiitiaie a process of negotiation, for 
aducfa Iraq or^nafly set no precontUtions. Mr. Vauzelle, president of tbe 
Frendi Natioi^ Assembly, after a meeting wiA tbe Iraqi president, 
reported, ”I have come here to listen and I must say that ! learned a lot 
dxmt tbe situation from President Saddam Hussefa” (Jordan Tunes, Jan. 
6). What he learned was never pifoGdy elaborated, but be <fld reiterate 
the U.S. position. No one, during t^ period, tbou^ Ui knock on 
President Bush’s door pobli^ to cfaalleage bis obdurateoess. Whatever 
may have been done privately served no purpose. Jacques Poos, tbe 
Luxembourg foreign minister, re por ti n g on a posable EC initiative to 
follow tbe Baker^Aziz meeting, said “our initiative should be seen as 
oDoqilenientaiy to the U.S. initiative. There is nxhfag in Ae statement 
that can ruffle American featbeis." (Jordan Times, JatL 6). Com- 
{riementary? Zero times zero equals zero, imaging that! On Ae brink of 
•war and Europe did not want to “rufile American feathers.” The 
obstinate Mr. Bush was having nothing but his way. Hie way of war. 
Strange bebarioor for dqdomats indeed. 

The wise dfaloinat, even under tbe most egre^ous condttioas inttiafly 
set by his adveisaiy, leaves himself room for manoeuvre. He declares a 
point from which there is no longer a role for diplomacy only after every 
avenne fbr agreement has been exhausted, eq)eda!ly if Ae final option is 
war. In diphunacy. tbe position of inflexfl»lity is reached; it is not held at 
tbe outset There may be exceptions to Ais rule, for fastance if war is tbe 
intended goaL 

Interestin^y, Mr. Bush's immediate remarks after the favasioD of 
Kuwait were fa keeping wiA this dictum of dipfoinacy. He took a “wait 
and see” stance and te tone was moderate, mudi in keeping wiA his 
wefl-established character, when not under p ress ure. Within one or two 
days after that — following a visit wiA Mrs. Thatcher as well as 
warcounselling statements from Ktssfager and others — Mr. R mh 
adopted an inflexible posture of non-negotiating diplomacy, a dangerous 
and self-defeating exercise, unless war has already been rf friiifri upon. 
“To assume,” writes Yezid Sayigh, “that a state of ‘no war* is equivalent 
to diploiiiacy is fallacious, and confirms the surrender of politicri win by 
dedtion makers to tbe momentum they have set fa motion.” (Middle g-g* 
International, Jan. 11, 1991). 

WA the help of Britain, Mr, Bush began the process of 
United Nations to the will of the United States, though the doDais paid 
out suggest another term would fit better. The Tbatcfaer (Major) and R-A 
tandem perfemunce should be recorded as the greatest ventriloquist act 
in history: tbe only one in which dummy and partner could 
positions fredy. 

The diaUenge of Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait has not been tbe issue for 
anyone at any time — not even to Iraq oonsktering its almost immarijaffi 
annomieement of a willmgness to negotiate, dearly a re^mnse to tbe 
invasion bad to be made. Tbe invasion of another country is not an act 
wrbich is merely acknowledged and followed busfaess-asHisaal. Tbe 
aigunent tiiat follows reoc^nises only that the Iraqis left an opening at tbe 
b^fanii^ for dipfomacy, in keeping wiA the best traditions of Western 
diftiomacy. President Bush rejeoed this overture wiA an immovable wQl 
fiom tbe start of tbe crisis. It is Ais behaviour whiefa is my coocern here: it 
re quir es' an explanation. 

The fuefereiioe for war over the wUUngness to permit any efisenssion of 
issues to break tbe stalemate raises questions that dewiawd speculative 
bypoAeses. Answers are not likely to emerge for many years, not before 
tbe ardiiva! dust is Aaken off tbe secret documents and tbe current crop 
of diplomats, baskfag fa tbe twilight aura of their retirement, find it 
rewarding to reveal tbe truA they once found rewarding to evade. Then, 


By V.F. Ayonb 

these nrifight diploinats pnbee before cameras, like Salome before 
Herod, to rapt attention. 

The qufffftHMis require answers are wAy was Mr. Bash's behaviour 
so virtually from tbe begfanfag and throu^ioat Ae five months 

of tbe crisis, until he made Ae decision to attack Iraq? And, vriiy was tiiat 
bebavioar given sneb unquestioned public support by his cohorts in the 
coalition? Why was it not possible to delay Ae nitimate dedskm to pennxt 
c-iiu»tiniic more time? What set of dioiinstances required sadi an 
intransigent as Mr. Bosh made against any o^otiation whatsoever? 

His podtioQ qqieais to have been so programmed from Ae outset that 
when finally tbe two main adversaries met, in the persons of the United 
States seoetaiy of stale and Ae Iraqi foreign minister, Mr. Bush felt the 
need repeatedly to insist that it was ouly to faform the Iraqis about vriiai 
they had been amply told for months and wliidi they had just amply 
rejected. Put another way, why did Mr. Bush find it nece ssar y when he 
did, refusing aO other possflrilities, to make tbe dedrion that h was right 
for Ame ricans and Iraqis and others to die? 

Blood for ofl? A powerful motive. Oil, as coal before it. underginls the 
rfiararfer of Wcstcm ovUisatioo, sudi as ft is. However, there were jnany 
analysts, able to speak wfth miUiorfty, who refuted tbe idea that our vital 
im eresis were so hazardously at stake that war was the only option open. 
Moreover, waiting patientiy for sanctions to work Ad not threaten oil 
siqifdies. Hie lost oQ of tbe Kuwaiti and Iraqi wells were made up. On Ae 
contrary, Mr. Bush has put fa jeopardy tiiose vital interests. IK actions 
have informed Arabs that they are meant to be tbe vassals for bis “way of 
life,” ootwitiisiandfag bis own self-selected Arab cohorts. There is an 
Anfo si^g: “Tbe dog of Ae sbeikb is a sheikh.” Mr. Bush's Arabs may 
come. ' Aemsehres, to learn its meanfag one day. 

. Blood for prindple?- That is even less cretShle.. When .ofl, jobSAaod,' . j. 
'ecofiomy pro^ l»Aan Gonvinefag for intractable behaviour, Mr. ^ 
^usb lasted on to -an ioooQtrovertibfe prfaidple; be wotfld not reward ' ^ - 
aggiesrion. Commendable. Of course, the Unftsd States has, itsdf, 
penmtted aggre ssion to stand, a conaderable reward, all too frequentiy. It 
has been rewardiiig Israel since at least 1967. Irooicafly. Ae United States 
declared this principle eqriidtly fa Ae Israeli case, even as ft was prepared 
to breach ft. To this day, tbe United States State Department regards tbe 
West Bank and Gaza, i^uAng East Jernsalem, as “occopied territories." 
and has voted fa the United Nations on resolutions based on the pr em i se 
that land acquired by conquest was Olegitimatdy acquired and could not 
be held. Rt^itly so. Hie State Dqmrtment had bok^ the Palestine -and 
Kuwaiti issue before Ae Iraqis had even mentioned it. 

Mr. BuA did not apply a prfaciple; be stonewalled. Tbe matter of 
principle cannot be drfended 00 Ae basis of selective appficatioo. 

Prioc^ traosceiKfr setf-servibg. Tbe donbie-staodard, so grasdy lyipfied, 
does not snpport the idea of prfactpled behaviour. 

There is, moreover, another reason to cast a doubtful glance at this 
presdent’s invocation of prfad|de. At one point, rewardfag aggressfon 
was defined to include sinqily acotxKng to negotiation prior to fell ' 
withdrawal of Iraqi troops from Kuwait iWe nuj^t be an occasion uAen ‘ 
it would be reasonable to ennricier such a gesture rewardfag. However, 
when tbe consequeoces of a stalemate breakable only by war conld be a 
catastrophe of mqnedictable dimeorions, die idea that accepting tbe offer 
to D^otiate wiAoat'preconditioiis wonld, fa itself, be rew a r din g is an 
arrogant one. It is Mr. Bosh's sutbbornness, not bis prindples, which have 
broi^t ns to wbere we are. This has still to be «pia«wcd 
Finally, blood for Israel? Is the iosigbt into Mr. Bush’s anbeutflog wfll 
to be found here? It mi^t not be tbo^bt so. Tbe present administiation 
in tbe United States has not been known for tbe same wann relations whh 
the Isiaeii government that were enjoyed by the Reagan »iHiiiii ik im jon^ 

No cfaemistiy between president and prime minister. Tbe United States 
Secret ar y of State James Baker had tbe “cfantzbafa” to be at a 

oongrestiooal hearing some time ago, when be *ngg«ct^ that tbe Israelis 
knew his telephone number if they wanted to talk, a remark a proud man 
must later have regretted, because shortly afterraids had pubiidy 
to mtbdraw Ae implication of vAai be said. Senator Robert Dole and 
occarionally otiien have bad snniTar experiences. After an andari fflw 
effort to criticise Israel, eadi has bad to ydp an qrology, badly 
as a demuiral dial he was misnndnistoocjr On tbe surface, there is nothing 
promising here to suggest answers to our questions. 

Some oAer explanation is needed, sometiiing that lies from the 

surface but can be efidted through reasonable conjecture. There are two 
reinfoicfag hypotheses which do focus on Israel and do, 1 believe, anrywim 
for Mr. Bush’s behaviour tbronghoot tins Gulf confrontation the 

Unhed States and Iraq. They also indirrotiy account for tbe behavioar of 
bb coalition cabal. None of Ae other reasons for thwarting Iraqi 
on Kuwait, fa ^te of their letevance, required tbe war option, required 
abstdnre objectioo to oegotiations and required rejection of 
delay to aQow sanctions to do the job. To be sure, these hypotheses are 
prAraUy supplemented by wqilanations derived from vctioiti and 
tudes aiuefa tegfa to fester over a prolonged period of any crisis. These 
are seoondafy, however, refafoicemenis ofay, such as the d^lopment of 
personal animus or self-deception when you begin to believe your own 
pit^saganda. But, the credal dne to exfriafa the implacable Mr. Bii«h 
provided, I Uiinfc,' by brael, the superpower’s lupet po wer. A sileat 
partner fa the coalftfon. 

Snpport for Israel, alone, required the war option, because Mr. Bush 
fsced an Israeli tiireat on two fronts. Hus is tte ixemise of my double 
hypotheses. Fiist, Israel had a selfservfag interest fa fordng die of 
Ir^ even before Ae invasioD. It felt threatened and had expiessed'fear of 
Iraq’s gratring power. After the invasion, Israeli offid*!* took the 
oppoctuniiy, iriA considerable self-satisfaction, to say, “I Aid you so.” 

M^ths before tbe ivarion, brad had sounded warnings that Iraqi power 
wonld soon need A be destroyed. That biael foreed the issoes by amply 
threatening a attack Iraq itself is not an unreasonable hypothesis. 

IsraeTs fears, whidi will not allow ft A tolerate any power in the region 
equal A or greater than hs own. would have encouraged it A take such an 
initiative, even if its militaiy knew, as h probably did, the mi ght of 
Iraq woidd be greater than it could itself handle alone. A unilateral strike 
on its part could have sparked another Israeli-Aiab war, from adiicfa 
neftber Eg3FpC nor Syria conld easily have remamed unconunitAd. At 
whiefa point, the United States would have been required A aid Isnel 
Older cooditioas less advantageous A it, eitlier politically or militarily, 
than the present sitnation allows. 

Aced wiA such a threat, tbe United States would have bad A move 
aloiig several fronts: (1) To provide politica] justification ftv a confronts 
tion wiA Iraq; (2) To isolaA Iraq within tbe region as weQ as 
(3) To locare die nuHlary coafirontatioo where die Iraqi border wonld be 
dircedy a c cess i We arid where a laige fo r ce could be easily mobiEsed 
against it. Hiese manoeuvres, aimed tow a rds the destruction of Iraqi 
mifitaiy powcf and its infrastructure, would be tbe necessary «*-p» a 
m neqio nse a Israeli pressure a do something. 

Jp what extent the United Srates may have hired Iraq faA the pre fen t 
ctBs in order A creaA the atuation above remains an o p en question. 

There is evidence of orchestration before tbe invasioo Aat has never 
been elariSed. There is tiie communication betw e eu Ptesideat Saddam 
Hussein and the American ambassador fa Iraq, who, since tbe earty days 
of tbe GDSis, has remafaed strangely menmmmwi-arfA - amt Him * b tba 
letAr sent from Brigadier Pabd Ahmad A1 Fabd a Tiiwww Mimewa - 


i'ST; 




■fr. 




SbeflA Salem A1 Sabah lefenii^ A a secret meeting wife OA DireOA 
wai«n Webster during which complicity A net poBticfafr aa4«c oa<» 

cafiy fa boA Iraq and Iran wm tfiKomeA unvefii 

Secret letter on Kuwfac-CIA consp ira qr*" Jordan Times, OcL 31). The - , 

fidhue Aat has been aozibated A the inaanrigence of tiie.Knwaifis at the 

T»Afaii meetfag may well be co nno ected witfa dns fwinpl i rity . Tbe CIA' M 
has never denied die letter nor gtveo sn eiphimrinn for it. . . 

Hie faieiveoiiig monAs between the invarion and Ae onset o£ 
hntfiBtiec exhibited a choreography of actions and oomrternctioas, 
leqioDses and coanter-reqioases, tint seemed iateot on kickiiv onto dm 
war option. Aside from bis ficst iwiteiln after tbe invasion, PretideeC-- '■ 
BnA took an m^ielAiy pusuire. Hie fiist resolution demsmSng 
wiAdraiml set Ae AD6 for biE denfiqp iriA Iraq: oidy Ais ind Ae fiiBl 
lesolatioo setting the war deadBne, if Iraq refosed A comptywiA Ae fine; • 
bad any tfirect idev ao c e A Iraq. The remafaing tea lenfaitionB . 
better be lieired as serviqg a keq> the ooalitioa hitnct and fil Bqg Ae 
itfrfffi y fim* gtp At would make tin extreme of tbe final lUAiuti on * 
"nmpatiM*- uuA ^ filSL 

Daring sune mterval, Iraq fts own tactics .A tiiose of hs 

advetsiries by pbyfag a game <tf “A for taL** Iraq made an initial offer of 
n ego tia tioo qniddy and then began A act wiA Bke-mjadrAwas in 
re q ifWM e A coaKtioo iDOves fed I7 tile UiBied States. Tbe Ins fatenre . fay 
one or snoAer coafition member on noAing less than friB wiAAiu^ 
famnecfiately would p ro v ok e the Ir^ rmponse that Kaarmt wm its 
Y 'nu iitr*, and woold leniafa to forever; any hut of fkatibSiy 
from a wmiKfimi tnoabeis a^ Iraq would rqieat its offer A ocfotiate on 
an fames. In die process, howev er , tbe inues Iptq indnded m part ci any 
n«y>fia rf init and tbfar pdoriQr broadened A ritift die foens A Israd. As a 
resoh, Mr. BuA^ w^«gty at die bqpntting prevented him fiom moving 
anywhere bur in die diiection Ae war option. 

However, fandf ooaM not besore that any time dnti^Ae interplay of 
cwdA fa Ae*^ ihbndtt befiqijiUlR WM btq^ Ast 
not kMO'fafa iHXve^jm^ nat.;hfi^ a deal^ In eaity..stages of the 
crisis, two oolnmnftxs. Cfaaiin KcanAanuner ^ tbe WashfagAn Post and 
DraHm SaSre of Ae New YoA Times, unwavering s u pporters of brad, 
wiA iliinfy dtsgoised antipeti^ A Aidis, eiqiFcssed concern diat BnA 
ifri ght HOC niaiftwwn hit firm Stand Iraq. KisA^er (abo, an t 

“ uuwBvei e i” though more drcumspect), who was among the first a 
advise war, became conceined at the first anoounoemeot that James 
Baker would meet Tareq Aziz. He appeared to think Ant the dever Iraqi 
Ibte^ minister might be more than a maicfa for the secretary of state. 
wiA the result that Iraq m^it escape tbe destrnction of its military power. 
Preskient Bush has not been admired for his steadfastness in the past. 

How then nn^ his steadfastness be mwired, to reinforce Ac press ur e 
from tbe threat of a unilateral strike' by brad, wiA all fas unwdeome 
conseq uenc es? 

Pkeadent BnA came ioA office vfanentrie. As the Gist CIA preddcni, 
his name has been linfced wiA covert activities flie fidl sAries trf which 
remain untold. The Iran-Contra aSur. The Noriega connection. At the 
least, Isael has had a “qpedai rdatioorinp” vriA die United States since 
its csta MiAm e n L Auemg odier dungs, disc “special rdxtionAfa” hm 
hi d u de d covert sqiport of United States interests in the worid. brad 
treads where “angels” — self-appointed k eepei s of the world order — 
fear A. 

President BnA could well have had Israel’s past, present and 
Gontributitms in mind when he ceceutly vetoed a Hbw of Rqireseiiia- 
tiv^ InteUigeoce Committee Bill tc^alatiiig tSxecc And indirect covert 
activities, die latter referring a dmse engi^^ in by odier amniriy ^ on 
behalf of the United States. He did so because the bill set some 
restiittions on indirect covert action, altfaough tbe disap po u ited conunil- 
tee fJmiiiiisn Aid that the committee bad fa infad only a insnre “die 
same standards apply A covert operations whether they are carried out 
(Sreedy or indneeziy.” 

_ Tbe president, on the other hand, could not accept tbe bOTs legal 
fanfaAo M^ intfirect cover activities it could “s ei ioqsiy i m p a i r 

the effetthtt conduct of our nation’s fine^ relations (and could) have a 
dullfag eff ect on the abOiQr of onr Aplono^ A w» TK hi fft highly sensitive 
A^wfo ns o o n cei ii ing projects that are vital A our Mtin—i jntfrrrtf” 

(B^ Vetoes Inte lli g enc e KB, the Jordan Times, Dec. 2, 1990). BoA be 
and bradis sbonld know. Notiiiiig crude, of oonrse: tbe barest hinl 
would suffice. 

Would bnel dare A jexocfoardise “a special retetionshfa”? brad has 

dared A 47 on Ae Umted States; it has dared A attack a United States* 
v^; It hM dso dared A “dhrert” a supply of manfam fiom Ae United 
States A itt own shores. Hie feB story of these escapades, and others, hM 
new hem made pabhc.HiereBlittte A restiafaAe country fromSind . . * 

and much a enoom y it. Wbere brad a concerned the United 
g oremro t from an immune defideogr syndrome proMam. The 
Ifarted States government, one mi^ say. hm AIDS. It camwc^aidiifa - 

cure, -nuly it 3'‘ 

retatiouhip,^ and a strange one as weB. ^ ^ • 

My. “Mv. what a wiM tm.gm.rio,. -ijr, 
^ D«8feon or Robert Lndhim toSw— i 
If not at total irresponsibafty. then at a ' — ] 

able ^ respected Americans aS otteSTX 
pwmdent of the United P *” progressed, the 

mflexibfa A any suggestion 

Why? Thpt SSto •*««**« • - 

Mswers; they are feUfiable^ The byiwAesB conjecture an ' 

dfrcusskwconcerniMproSSiS ^ seosbive 

joro^^SKdieia is not avSite ~ 

contry. The anti-war demnnw»»»j.^ °o ewdeoce A Ae 
A mak e mudi. if any, refereniv m 1 ^*r^P** lunsent do not appear- 
pnmiineiitiy during tbe^SrNeIert3i*^®*^A!^ ^ ftaSS 
*eeeptenceofapolk78hoiUdbebasSo?S!’J!^^ democracy a peo|ile*s 
^ abse nce. And.pofitieal tU-i-ffTm t Am Sf **^*”*****”dbrmaiion,iiat 
mfonned poacf. It is the «oo8ci«^ an 

AwwWeis AfiihtaiidArSrlrtSi *“** die (or, and A aA 

A demooaey cannot waft fortb?r.SL?i5^^ 
frOMtirilight diplomats, vriiich the 

^otyear. farore. ; 

(Conttaaed 
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Inqii Ficaldcat Saddam Hasadn hnnha at a newi paper eartooB abomi to him by WiDfam Brown 


A Mcne from die devastation *’*"—«* Iqr die allied raids on Ba^idad 


*World has not seen anything yet in Gulf’ 

Iraqis have ‘quite a few surprises in store for allies, " says American activist 


By P.V. ^ekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — AS dungs stand 
today, the Iraqis will never 
bow to tbe West and aU pros- 
pects are that tbe Gulf war 
woaMawtnnieiiidefiiiiteiynn- • 
less the allied forces agree to 
negotiate with Baghdad, 
according to an American ' 
activist ^>ent 30 days be- 
fore and IS daj^ after the 
breakout of the war in the Iraqi 
ciqMtal, 

“The rescue of the Ira^ 
people is so strong that viifle 
they do not want war, they win 
rather fight and die than bow- 
ing to Western domination,** 
said WiDiam Brown, of Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota. 

“They may not have water, 
power and oommonication^ 
but they are wilfiiig to live with ■ 

. ft:,4md;4ie.„-ftw. the cansej?*.,; 
->hcoor&ig to^-ltfe.-'Biownv*vd^ ' 
-fottgbt- -ito ;Vieraam bl^^r^* 
being disdia^ged on mliiQabiS;' 
groin^ in 1SI71 and paking op 
trn(± driving as an occnpatknL 

Mr. Brown, who arrived in 
Amman in September and pa- 
tiently waited to two months 
and 19 days bdbre scenting a 
visa to visit Iraq, is craving 
that not only the Iraqi lead- 
etrinp but ahto the **ct»nnon 
man on tbe street believes diat 
tbe Iraqis are not fightiiig a war 
to Iraq but for the entire Arab 
World.” 

Bnqi President Saddam Hns- 
sein met wirii Mr. Brown on 
Jan. 12, three days before tbe 
ejqmy of a deadline set by tbe 
U^. to Iraq to relinquish 
Kuwait. 

“It was tbe day when (U.S. 
Secretary of State Janies) Bak- 
er was supposed to show np in 
RaghHwd to with Presi- 
dent Saddam,” recalled Mr. 
Bro^ “Bist^ it was me 
iriiom the president meL” 

*Tsn*t strange a com- 
mon miin from the streets of 
America cpold visit Baghdad 


and dist aiM peace when tbe 
administraiion was dbeussing 
some of tbe most devastating 
' means of wagiiig a war against 
Iraq?” asked Mr. Brown. 

''President Saddam is quite a 
striking man,” Mr. Brown re- 
coonted his impeesaon of tiie 
Iracp leader. **He has a high 
sense of btunonr, be is very 
understandiDg and he knows 
exactly what he is doing and 
plaitnmg tO do.” 

The Iraqi prerident <hd not 
want war, but, “if he is poshed 
a gainst ^ wall, there is no 
doubt that he use every 
means at his disposal to bit • 
ba«dr; there cannot any doubt 
whatsover abont it,** Mr. 
Brown emirtiasised. 


, 'The worid has not seen 
anything yet,” he commented. 
‘The Iraqis have qmte a few 
suprises in store for the allies, 
uho would not know what fait 
tiiem in tiie days to come." He 
refused to elaborate. 

One of the key tiiemes Mr. 
Brown, the last American to 
meet to Iracp president before 
to war, (fiscussed in Bagdad 
was a proposal to set up an 
independe^ “gemune” news 
network for hometown news- 
papers, radio and televirion 
spitinns in the midwest of the 
United States. 

“These organisations are 
flooded by tbe tnased reporting 


*Hg nuidG-lt dear to lAa diat he did not 
want war, Jbnt also diat he would not 
an^^.h^j*ith 
. ofyOtatf he has if tad b 
tha walP 


Daring his 4S-minate meet- 
ing witii PresideDt Saddam, to 
tssne of Kuwait was not (fiscus- 
sed at all, Mr. Brown said. 

Bnt to president appeared 
to be very humoured over a 
cartixm wbidi dqueted Mr. 
Baker arm-wiesdh]^ with Iraqi 
Foreigu Minister Tareq Aziz. 

The cartoon, which 
qqieared in a Jordanian ptqtoT, 
had Mr. Baker sa^ng with all 
his nn^t “Jan. 15— todead- 
■ Ene” and Mr. Aaz pushing ins 
arm down saying “19th pro- 
vince” — a retoence to to 
fratp daim to to emirate. 

“Prerident Saddam tbon^t 
it was really funny, and burst 
out lan^ng,” Mr. Brown 
said. 

Tbe Vietnam veteran be- 
lieves that to allied forces are 
in for a long conflict with to 
Iraq^ despite to Western su- 
periority in technological war- 
fare. 


of the established Western 
media,” Mr. Brown said. ‘T 
told President Saddam tiiat if 
we can set up an independent 
networiE to present an objec- 
tive picture of what is going on 
in Iraq and to actual issues 
involv^ a lot could diange in 
American public opinion,” he 
said. 

The Iraqi leader was very 
mndi interested in tiie idea and 
promised to pursue tbe issue 
thmn gh his ministry of in- 
formation, Mr. Brown said. 

“He was quite moved by my 
efforts, and was also little up- 
set tot it took me two months 
and 19 days to get an Iraqi 
visa,” he said. “In fact, be 
turned with raised eyebrows to 
his aides asking ‘two months 
and 19 days’?” Mr. Brown 
said. 

“He made it dear to me that 
he did not want war, but also 
that be would not stop at any- 


thtng ad would hit back urath 
everything he has if he is 
pnsl^ against the wall,” he 
said. 

Mr. Brown, who moved into 
to now faihoiis AJ Rashid 
hotel from a downtown Bagh- 
dad hotel on day one of to 
war, said be resisted repeated 
fraqi utgings for him to leave. 

T want^ to see for myself 
vriiat (U.S. President George) 
Bosh oonld to a people who 
have e:qiressed theft desire for 
peace on honourable terms, 
justice and fairness aw^ from 
colonialism, domination and 
tutelage,” he said. “And 1 saw 
plenty.” “1 have taped every 
air raid on Baghdad," he said. 

“In the first fews days, I 
have seen how the allied fcwces 
hit tarots vntb high predsion 
bombing,*’ be said. “But then 
they turned to dviUw targets 
.,;,-;iriiicfa have no strategic vdue 
. -- whatever, and I think to onfy 
‘ objectiveofsndi-attackswasto 
demoralise to Iraqis.” 

“But what these merciless 
hammerings have done to to 
Iraqi people is to enhance their 
unity and resolve as well as 
thrir detenninatioD to perse- 
vere,” according to Mr. 
Brown. 

“I moved around extensively 
in foe streets of Babgdad and 
everyone whom I met told me 
to same thing: toy did not 
want this war, but since it had 
beep imposed on them they are 
not gmng to bade down. They 
are going to ti^t to the fin- 
ish.” 

Mr. Brown, who did not get 
a diance to wish Kuwait de- 
^te r^ieated attempts, said 
he knew of at least fom babies 
killed as a (firect result of the 
bombing. 

‘Two of them — at to 
Saddam Hussein Children's 
Hoqntal, which b a Graining 
faciliQr — (fled u4ien theft in- 
enbator failed because of pow- 
er shortages, and to other two 
died in to damp, cold bomb 


shelters,” he said. 

Mr. Brown also virited a 
baby milk plant which was 
destroyed in two separate 
attacks. “The U.S. militaiy 
said it was a biological 
weapons {dam," he recalled. 
“I toured tbe entire plant for 
several bourse and all I could 
find there was milk cans, baby 
formula and dry powdered 
milk.’* 

During hb stay in Iraq, Mr. 
Brown also met with Palesti- 
nian leader Yasser Arafat. 
“Mr. Arafat reaffiimed that 
peace wUl continue to elude 
the Kfiddle East as long as to 
^estiman problem b ban^g 
in to air with no just and 
comprehensive sohition,” he 
said. 

“He also pointed to bow the 
worid could condemn Iraq in a 
few boms after its t^epver of 
Kuwmt v4to .it_ke^j,&:bUad 
eye towards Irinel’s'occq^on 
of Arab territories wfor 23 
years.” 

Mr. Brown believes that the 
media, particnlariy television 
netwo^, are trying to “pull 
to wool over to fraqi eyes’' 
by arguing for TV presence in 
I^ to cover the war. 


some of sriiom I met yesterday 
(Wednesday) night b^ie my 
departure tom Iraq, that tiiey 
sbonld not allow tiiemseives to 
be manipulated by the media,” 
he said. ‘Tb^ too realise it 
and understand to rituation.*’ 
Mr. Brown plans fo work on 
the proposed news netwoik 
when he gets back to to Un- 
ited States. “I do not know 
yf/bo will finance it, but it will 
not be to Iraqb at any rate,” 
he said. “If I accept' Iraqi 
financing, then my argument 
for truth and objectivity will 
immediately be countered by 
some of my own people.” 
Mr. Brown said he traveDed 
on an Iraqi government bos 
from Baghdad to the border 
along with members of a peace 
team which stayed at a camp 
near the Iraqi-Sandi border. 
“At the. border 1 to 

.continue bn . .my o^V -end 
• .Tw^y 1 fbund a'drh^ tom 
who knew me from the 
day I attended a peace rally in 
the town on Nov. 24,” be said. 

He explained that he was 
“not a member of aior peace 
team, nor do I advocate peace 
for peace’s sake since I believe 
in fitting to the end for what I 


<Tliese mcrc H ess hammerings have en- 
hanced the Iraqi people’s unity and re- 
solve and determination to presevere’ 


“Ibey are telling the Iraqis 
tiiat toy want to convey to 
truth of what is going on in 
Iraq in an objective manner. 
But what had happened to 
tiieir keen desire for truth and 
objectivity during the five and 
a half months before to war?” 
Mr. Brown asked. “1 don't 
thinir that tiiey have had a 
sodden stroke and revival of 
theft of justice now to 

rectify the situation.” 

T told the Ixatji officials. 


believe in. That is not a pacifist 
ai^iroacb.” 

“Thlldiig about what is ri^ 
and what is wrong during a war 
is not an answer to anything,” 
he said. “People are dying and 
to compare casualites from 
both si<ies b not the way to 
peace.” 

“When war is imposed on 
yon, you stand firm and fight 
back; that b what today’s 
worl(i understands.” 


(CoBtinned from page 4) 

dedsioii-inakers and a supporting nunority. Tbe latter is tbe way of 
triigardiy. . 

Finally, a leader, a democratic leader, must have the strength of mil to 
protect the people firom fats own worst tncIioatioDS. Mr. Bush's unyielding 
wQI from the bepnning thiooghoat the oisis, againct a basic percept 
of dfylomacy, that be failed to undernand this priodple of 

democn^. Tiie CIA pceadent sbonld not be forgiven for thaL 

' 1. Grendel by J(An Gardner 

2. An Arab proverb. 

Hie writer V. Ayoob b a visiting professor at Yarmouk 
University. He contributed this article to the Jordan Times. 


Pro-Iraqi 
fervour puts 
Maghreb states 
to the test 


ALGIERS (R) — Pro-Iraqi seuti- 
ment swelling Noith>A£rica has 
strained government control of 
the s tre e ts from Nouakchott to 
Ttinb and bieatiied new life into 
the leftist and Muslim fun- 
damentalist opposition. 

The challenge has been 
strongest in Morocco and Alger- 
ia, die first two Arab states to 
have denounced Iraq’s August 
invasion of Kuwait, where gov^ 
enunents are hard pressed to 
contain popular demand for aid 
to Iraq's war effort. 

htoe dian 60,000 sqipoiters of 
the (^iporition Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) marched through 
downtown Algiers on Thursday 
to express their readiness to die 
for Iraq and demand early par- 
liamentary elections. 

Morocoo's King Hassan, the 
only Ma^ireb ruler to have seat 
troops to join the U.S.-led coali- 
tion fitting Iraq, has bent to 
peculiar pressure and antiioiised 
for to fost time a mass pro-Iraqi 
demonstration set for &mday in 
Rabat. 

Both Algiers and Rabat are 
amdons to preserve vital econo- 
,mic: and dii^oinatic ties with to. 
West and Arab governments 
allied against Iraq, but neitiier 
can ignore to de^ of. popular 
support for Iraqi Presidrat Sad- 
dam Hmsein. 

Pi^Iraqi fervdiir Eas' been 
fuelled by economic resentment 
against to West and inteosified 
in recent years by tbe emergence 
of a united Europe across to 
Medherranean. The trauma of 
French colonial rule is stiH fresh 
in the minds of millions of 
Maghreb Arabs. 

King Hassan, after denoanemg 
to Iraqi annexation of Kuwait 
and sending 1 ,500 troops to Sawfl 
Arabia, has since refeiied to 
President Saddam as “dear 
brother” and authorised Moroc- 
can Red Crescent collections of 
blood and donations for Iraq. 

Leftist opposition parties 
already fired up by DMember 
riots in to central dty of Fez by 
unemployed youth have 
spearheaded demanderi for the 
withdrawal of Morocco an troops 
and to shipment of blood, fo^ 
and medical snpjriies to I^. 

Muslim fimdameatalists are ex- 
pected to join Sunday’s rally in 
Morocco but, widi their party 
banned and mosques under tight 
surveillance, they have bMn 


forced to keep a low profile. 

In Al^ria to FIS, winner of 
last June's local elections, has 
jumped back to the- forefront of 
political life after slipping last 
year into a morass of administra- 
tive and economic problems in 
the towns and cities in runs. 

Tbe war has been a political 
(flsaster for liberal opposition 
challengers to tbe FIS siu^ as the 
Socialist Forces Front of revolu- 
tionary war hero Hodne Ait 
Ahmad which recently 
aonouDced tbe snqiension of its 
political activities. 

President Chadli Benjeifld is 
under renewed popular pressure 
to call early general elections tiiat 
could bring fundamentalists to 
power for to first time in to 
Arab Worid. 

Former president and opipori- 
tion leader Ahmad Ben Bella, 
back from a week in Baghdad 
under allied bombardment, laun- 
ched his own campaign on Thurs- 
day to press Algeria into offering 
direct material support for the 
Iraqi war effort. 

In Tunisia the government 
^ipears to have succeeded so far 
in (Aaimeting popular support for , 
Iraq to its own advantage. 

On to eve of the war author- 
ities threw into prison much of 
the leadership of to banned AJ 
Nahdha (Rennaissance) fun- 
damentalist movement and police 
have nipped in tbe bud daily 
attempts to organise pro-Iraqi de- 
monstrations. 

But Nabeflia leader Rached 
Gbanoudd, living in exile since 
August 19^, recently said dvfl 
disobedience was sweeping rural 
areas in what he called the begin- 
ning of a revolution. 

Mauritania's strong pro-Iraqi 
tilt, strengthened by Iraqi support 
in its conflict with nei^bouring 
Senegal last year, has shielded 
to ^ivemment from popular cri- 
ticism. 

But police were forced to dis- 
perse a pro-Iracp demonstration 
of several hniufted people last 
week in the capital Nouakchott, 
qiparently fearing h could turn 
violent. 

In Libya, leader Muammar 
Qadhafi also appears to have 
kept pro-Iraqi feeling in band 
de^te his own lokewarm sup- 
port for the Iraip war effort. He 
personally led anti-war demon- 
.stratiODS in the Libyan capital on 
Jan. 19. 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAirS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


' PACKBIG, MR FREIQH1 
PORWARDIKG, OOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATOMS. 


CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

packing, shipping. I 
forwarding, storage . 
clearing, door-to-door 






TEL ; 621 775 
TDC23023 


FAX ; 656 270 
FOB: 815 408 


AMMAN-JORDAN 





el. 810$05, 810609, 
Fax: 810520. 


RENT 

Sandi Real Estate 

QQADQ 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas tor rent 
in West Amman area 


CALL SOHA 
Rental DepL 687821/22 



Ricardo 

VujRl 


Amman’s 

// exclusive gift shop 
^Italian shoes.ieather goods.lV 
If perfumes. liditMe,watehes.l| 
II pens.silverware. porcelein, II 
II crystalware etc. - || 

Swneisani - Grindlays Bank Bldg. 
Tel. 669 457 


MOVING ? 

Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take care of the vvorks, 

Door to Door. 

Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 66 0508 

ARAMEX~ 



The first & best 
Chinese Restmrant 
InJorden 

IstCircle. Jatja! Amman, near 

AhS^ Girls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6:30-Midaigbt 

7^9 3 996 $ 



^ CHEN’S ^ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefdr 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

V 6:30 -Midnight > 






feJT 

nRST CLASS INDIAN 

RiiTsynsfiT 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-T1.30pm 

Anar the Philadelphia Hetei 
T u w ai d s 3rd circle 


Tel:6D95l9 659520 


TT^Aegen^'MaeeHbiel *** 

LOBBY LOUNGE 


Stwano 

;:RrAlNMENT 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


||.^«|l|l= 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 OAROTL JO 

' Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 

gfnm 30% burpof 

• From mnimrpo^ 

moat 20 X SO cm 

Shmetsani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 
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Sabatini beats Graf to reach 
Pan-Pacific indoor semif inais 


TOETyO (Agencies) — Gabriels 
Sabatini woo a final set tie-break 
Friday to npset Steffi Graf 4-6 6-4 
7-6 readi the semifinals of 
the Pan Pacific Indoor Tennis 
ToomamenL 

It was the second time in con- 
secntive weeks that the German 
world oamber one had foiled to 
defend her title. 

Last week. Graf lost her Aa- 
stralian Open ci> >^11 when she 
lost to Jap- 'iovc: .a of Czecho^ 
lovakia ' the quarter-finals in 
MelbooT s. On Friday, Graf 
looked d '^ply disappointed in 
defeat ar.u returned to her hotel 
without talking to lepoiteis. 

The win was Sabatini's third 
over Graf in five matdies since 
she beat die German in the U.S. 
Open final in September. . 

Tbe Argentine fifth seed attri- 
buted her latest victory to her 
aggressiveness and ability to pat 
continnous pressure on Graf 


throughout the two hour and 26 
mitm tg matdi. 

‘1 kept putting pr essur e on her 
and I jost kept playing aggressive- 
ly even when I was down," said 
&batitti. 

"Every time I go in to play 
against her, I have tbe belief that 
1 can beat her.” said Sabatini. 
who plays American fourth seed 
Mary Joe Feraandez in Satur- 
day’s semifinal. 

In the first set, Graf looked 
strong but Sabatini bounced back 
from 24) down to take the second 
set 64 and go level with her 
powerful service and forehand 
ground strokes. 

In file final set, bodi Sabatini 
and (jraf kept dieir service games 
from the start but the Argentine 
finally won the tie-break ^ with 
two decisive points — defivering 
a coiqile of spartiing passing 
shots triien Gr^ dashed to tiie 
net. 


R was ail a for cry fr o m 
Wednesday, when Sabatini strug- 
^ed to beat Australian 

Rachel McQnillan 7-6 6-7 6-3. 

Fernandez rooted Japanese 
wild card Nana Miyagr 6-2 6-0 in 
47 minates to leadi.tiie semifinals 
while third seed Martina Navrati- 
lova beat American Robin 
White, ranked 6Sltii, 6-2 6-3. 

Navratilova, who only came 
back to competitive tennis this 
week after knee operations last 
November, meets seveotii seed 
Laura Gfldenieister of Pern in the 
other semifinal. 

“I was pretty nervous when 1 
got down in tbe second set,** said 
tbe 34-year-old Navratilova. “Bot 
I expected to gtt a better mauA 
and my memories came bach." 

"Tbe first match is always diffi- 
cult,” added tbe world number 
three, who underwent knee 
surgery last November. 


Seles was forced to poll out of 
the indoor event eadier in the' 
day. Toarnament officials qnoted 
a Japanese doctor who 
the 17-year-o1d Yugoslav as 
saying she needed a two-week 
break becanse of overworking tbe 
shoulder. 

Seles, 17, seeded no. 2, had 
tears in her eyes as she spoke to 
l eporttrs. 

”1 fdt pain in my left shoulder 
uhen I started to practice this 
momiDg. Nothing was wrong 
yesterday,” she sad. 

She s^d she hopes to resume 
play within two or three weeks 
.hot will slop esdiibitkm matches 
in Japan and some otiier tonnia- 
ments. 

Seles said she bad a Mmilar 
injury in January, 1990. 

She was sdieduled to meet 
Kathy Rinaldi of file United 
States in the second round-match 
of tile S350,000 toarnament. 


gives Australia 2-0 lead 
over Belgium in Davis Cup 


PERTH, Australia (R) — A 
straight-sets victory by Wally 
Masur carried Australia to a 2-0 
‘lead in their Davis Cup World 
Group first round tie ag^nst Bel- 
gium Friday. 

Masur, Australia’s second- 
ranked player, toppled 
Argentine-born Eduardo Masso 
6-3 6-3 6-1 in one hour and 40 
minutes. 

‘T simply played serve and 
volley tennis a^ he was forced to 
attack which is not bis natural 
game,” said 27-year-old Masnr 
after the match. 

Australia’s non-claying captain 
Neale Fraser said; *Tis jsst hap- 
py to bs 2-0 up, that's what we’re 
here for." 

Eadier, Australia’s t(^ ranked 
player Richard F rombeig stut- 
tered badly is the third set before 
oveiGOffiiag FUiip Dewnlf 64 6-3 
1-6 6-4. 

The 20-year-old Fromberg, 
ranked 32nd in the worid, took 
control of the match triien he 
broke Dewuif s serve in the third 
game of the first set. He lost only 
four points on his own serve in 


the set against an opponent rank- 
ed Slth in tbe worid. 

Frombeig continned to domin- 
ate in tbe second set, breaking 
serve twice. 

But tbe complexion of tbe 
match changed in the third set 
with a recharged Dewuif break- 
ing Frombeig for tbe first time in 
the match in tbe (^lening game. 

He struck again in the third 
game to lead 3-0 then held ins 
own serve for 4-0 before From- 
berg, who is not at Us best on 
finally won a game. 


With his confidence draiiui^ 
fost Frombeig made a series erf 
elementary erro is, but advice 
from cap^ Neale Fraser put 
him bad: on co ur se and be toUc 
the fourth set 64 for the match. 


Tbe Aastra&ans will be out to 
wrap up the tie Saturday when 
Darren Cahill and Davis Cup 
debutant Todd Woodbridge meet 
Ubor Fimek and Masso in the 
doubles. 


Aigrafina leads N. Zeriand 

In Christctinich, New Zealand, 
Argentina contcoUied the opening 
day of their Davis Oq> tennis 
World Gronp tie agai^ New 
Zealand, winning file two 
in straight sets Friday. 

Nfrutin Jaite beat Brett Steven 
7-S 6-2 6-2 vriiile Javier Frana got 
past Kelly Evernden 7-6 (74) 64 
6-3 on a grass court to tate a 
commanding 2-0 lead in the first 
roand tie. 

Despite playing on their least 
favoured surface, the third 
seeded Argentines played per- 
centage grass court tennis and 
were rarefy threatened finongh- 
ont their matches. 

New Zealand number two 
Steven started strongly, attacldng 
the Argentine’s serve to break in 
the fiiird game. Jaite replied m 
similar fusion and retained the 
initiative for the rest of tbe set 

Steven had made a spirited 
comeback against the 34th world 
ranked Jahe and levelled the 
seme ar 5-5 after trailing 2-5 at 
one pomL 


Scottish 
premier 
league 
to be 
enlarged. 

GLASGOW (R) — Scotland’s 
email soccer dubs have silenced 
tbe "big guns” when they pushed 
through a proposal to enlarge tbe 
exdnsive premier division from 
10 to 12 dubs. 

Tbe Scottish League adopted a 
propsal by tmy Falltirk to a dd 
two more teams to the division by 
55 votes to 27 — tbe mhrimnm 
majorify reqnired. 

"It was like losii^ a goal in file 
last minute,” said Glasgow Ran- 
gers secretary Campbell Ogihrie. 
Rangers, Celtic and several odier 
big names in the division opposed 
the plan. 

Hie premier division will now 
have the same number of dobs as 
division one. Divirion two will 
still have 14 members. There was 
previouriy a 10-14-14 


Coach: Jolmsen ‘on track’ for major comeback 


NEW YORK (AP) — Ben John- 
son’s former coach said the Cana- 
dian sprinter is on a comeback 
course and wQi do well in the 
Worid Indoor Champiooships. 

"Pm counting on him impro- 
ving.” Loren Seagrave said 
Thursday. "He’s dipped off most 
of Us race rust i fl^ good about 
the way be has developed.” 

Johnson was suspended for two 
years after testing positive for an 
anobolic steroid following his 
first-place finish in world record 
time in tbe 100-metre dash at the 
1988 Seoul games. 

This year, in his first competi-. 
tioQ since his suspension, he has 
finished second twice in 50-metre 
dashes, before winning at 55- 
metre run Saturday nigfat in Otta- 
wa. 

Three days later, Seagrave, Us 
coadi since last July, left to de- 
vote more time to the career of 
his wife, Kathy, a world-class 
lOOnnetre hurdler. 

Before leaving Toronto, Seag- 
rave discussed his gitimtinn with 
Johnson, the runner’s advisor, 
Eameel Azan, and Johnson’s 
lawyer. Ed Fntennan. 

‘They understood my personal 
and professional situation and 
have very emphatically given me 
fiieir blessing on the dedsiou ri«tf 


I have made,” Seagrave said. 
“Tht^ were d i s ap pointed at my 
■decision, but left the door 
open for me to work with him 
(Johnson) in fiie firture. 

"1 feel I aocon q^Mwrf 1 
set out to do vritii Ben. He laid 
the foundation for fiie indoor 
season. We wanted to make sure 
be got there hcafthy and ready.” 

Seagrave said Jrrfmson still 
needs improvement on Us starts 
arid firdsbes but had shown strong 
mid-race aooeleratioa. 

“He hasn’t yet shown the ex- 
plosiveness out of the Mods,” 
Seagrave said of tbe part of the 
race that was Johns’s most 
impressive in tbe past. "But it’s 
coming. 

"He's been aUe to rqriicate it 
dDiing training. But it vriD a 
vrtrile for Urn to do it in a race.” 

Seagrave said reports that 
Johnson now was being coached 
by Desai ¥filliams, for m e rl y one 
erf Canada’s top sfuinteis, was "a 
misconcqrfioiL” 

"De^’s Bis trahtii^ partner,” 
Seagrave said. "He's alro trying 
to make a comeback, as a 200- 
metre rnimer. He's not his 
coach.” 

Seagrave said be fixm^t the 
two would help motivate rft rh 


m 

other. 

"I dm’t tUnk disctiriiiie will be 
a problem,” Seagrave said. "Tbe 
tmiqrfec has been established to 
deteimmc what workouts were to 
be done on what days. Ben is 
wdl-mo ti vated." 

Seagrave added, "The first 
three races were to see where 
Ben’s at The next five will fine- 
tune Urn for the World Cham- 
pionships. Tbe champioiislups 
are sdiedakd to be bdkl in Sevil- 
le, ^rain in March. 

Johnson finiriied first in the 
60-metTe dash at tbe 1987 World 
Indoor ChamiRonriiips at Indi- 
aoapUis, but 1:^ tide was stripped 
after be a dmi tted to a C.ana<lian 


bJi 

inqouy that be was on drugs for 
seven years. 

JUmson and Carl Levris may 
dash in tbe prestigious Zmidi 
Grand Frix *rtiVtif!« meeting on 
Ai%. 7, promoter Res Biuegger 
said Hnnsday. 

fri an interview, Brn^ger said 
he plamied to invite Johnson and 
had also talked to Lewis’s mana- 
ger Joe Donbas. 

"Johnsco will be welcome at 
our Wdhidasse meeting and will 
be invited,” Bnu^ger sakL 

"I have already been in contact 
with Joe Donbas and I expect the 
Santa Monica Track Qub to be 
present once again in strength in 
Zorich.” 


Milan pfays down rift, Van Basten set to play 


By Reuietv 

MARCO Van Basten appears to 
have resolved tus problems with 
AC Milan coach Arrigo Sacchi 
and seems likely to retain for 
Sundt^s Italian soccer leange 
borne game bOttOm-Of- 

tiie-table Cesena. 

SaccU tried to play down sag- 
gestions of a rift between himself 
and the talented Dutch striker, 
adding that Van Basten was not 
dropped for last week’s draw 
against Genoa but had been 
rested. 

Saodn’s conunents about the 
hmiulity and hard work shown by 
Franco Baxeri and Ruud Gullit 
were seen as a thinly-veiled mes- 
sage to Van Basten, who also 
missed bClan's 2-0 defeat by Par^ 
ma a week earlier. 

Milan, joiat second with Jnven- 
tns and Sampdoiia and a point 
behind leaders Intemazionale, 
should be at full stren gt h Sonday 
apart from long-term injured 
layers midfielder Carlo Ancelot- 


ti defender Paolo Maldini. 

Jnveotus coadi Giff Maifrecfi 
may be ^med tbe difficult deci- 
sion <rf to find a place in Us 
side for out-of-form Worid Cup 
hero Toto Sdiillad if fire striker’s 
appeal for a reduction of his 
tw^matefa suspension foils Satur- 
day. 

Tbe top scorer at fire World 
Cop, who has only four league 
9 >als to fats credit fiiis season, 
inissed out on Sanday’s-5-0 win 
Parma because of the 
disciplinaiy ban. 

Juventns sbooM pick op bofii 
points agafnat a stn^gEng Am- 
lanta side wUdi has lost its last 
three games and whiefa on Tues- 
day appointed a new coad 4 Bru- 
no Gh^, to T^ilace tbe sadmd 
Pier Lui^ Frosio. 

fotemaaonale nuy be without 
Italian intematioiiU defender 
G iuseppe Berg onii for tbeir (fiffi- 
colt away masdi to relegation 
battlers Bologna^ whose 1982 
Worid Cop hero Antonio Cabrini 
said Wednesday he would retire 


Speedie to make Liverpool 
debut at Old TrafFord 


LONDON (R) — Scotland strik- 
er David Speedie is set fo make 
bis Liverpool debut Sunday as tbe 
P.ngKsh T rfiaunp i fiwg SCCk 

to reassert themselves at hfen- 
diester United. 

Liverpool, cuirently one point 
behind leaders Arsenal, were 
tc^ of tbe leagoe vriien firey lost 
3-1 to United in the third round 
of the League Cq) at Old Tiaf- 
forfi last October. 

A montfa earlier, the ebam- 
pions had won 4-0 at Airfield. 

Recently Liverpool have lost 
much of fiieir sparicle — neetfing 
a rqrlay to beat second divirion 
Breton 3-2 in tbe F.A. Cup fins 
week — and have drawn fiieir last 
two league ties. 

Speedie, 30, was signed 
Wednesday to help diange their 
fortunes. 

"Pour weeks ago everyone 
looked at Lrvexpool and said 
there's a rocky ship. Then, 
triiam, fiiey draft in new players. 
Now yon look and wifii the rign- 
ing of Speedie you wonder 
where’s the weakness,” said 
Crystal Palace manager Steve 
Coi^l. 

"Speedie’s a winner. If he tiinis 
out not to be the player, who 
boosts liveipotrf hintteff Ire will 
make'aire forhirorie else does^ it,' 
■ ■’Tmiiiify Do(£(»fy always'iu^ 
to say if you rign a player around 
February it peps up the season for 
you,” he s^, quoting his fonner 
manager at Mandiester United in 
the 1970s. 

United are likely to be even 
stronger than in October, with 
Welsh international striker Mark 
Hr^bes now having regained the 
scoring tondi eluded him for 
mndi of last season. 

United have lost onfy one of 
their last 22 games, a run vriiidi 
has taken fiiem to fifth in file 
leagne, die League Cnp semiSn- 
ab and the fifth round of the FA 
Cnp. They are also in fiie quarter- 
finals of the European Cup Win- 
ners' Qq>. , 

Arsenal, beaten 6-2 by United 


in the Leagne Cnp, wiU be look- 
ing to pOe on the pressure with a 
win at Chelsea to go four points 
dear of liveipooL who still have a 
gpiM in hand. 

But, after two energetic F.A. 
Cop ties in four days i^ah 
Leeds, Arsenal may be feeling 
the strain and the game could see 
tbe end of their 23-match un- 
beaten record in the league. 

Chelsea lost their 10-montfa un- 
beaten home record in the 
league. 

C3ielsea lost their 10-monfii un- 
beaten home record eariier this 
monfii to Everton and have lost 
five of tbeir last eight games. Bnt 
they znflicied a heavy 3-0 defeat 
on Arsenal’s neighbours Tot- 
tenham away from home in tbe 
League Cop last week. 

Chelsea are also eager to pot 
the record s tr aight — they were 
thrashed 4-1 by Arsenal in the 
leagne in September. 

^^e can't forget that beating 
at their place. We were weU 
beaten th^ day and there is a lot 
of pride to put back,” said striker 
Kory Dixon, who scored against 
Tottenham. 

"It’s not a question of revenge 
and fiiete’s no vendetta. It’s jost 
that h was our bigger de^t of 
tbe searon and WeiVtaftopiftit 
li^'^ everyoiie''at'.the 

Goalkeeper Dave Beasant also 
has an extra incentive to win — 
the game marks his lOOtii appear- 
ance for Chelsea. 

Third-placed Crystal Palace 
need a mn to revive theiT season 
bnt must travel again to Notting- 
ham Forest, a side they have 
played three times in three weeks 
and who knocked Palace, last 
year’s finalists, ont of the F.A. 
Cup Monday. 

Leeds, fonrth in tbe table, 
travel to Tottenham, whose re- 
cent poor form has seen them s^ 
from third to sixtii. Leeds may be 
vrithont striker Carl Shaft, vriio 
has a hamstring injury, and faO- 
back Mel Sterland, who ha* an 
ankle problem. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
"M9»Tnbun« Medit Semea, Ine. 

HIDDEN ASSETS 
Both vulnerable. Nonh deals. 

NORTH 
* 4 

> K J 9 5 3 
^ J 10 8 6 S 3 2 
Void 
EAST 
4 5 2 
T A 10 8 
C KQ9 
* 9 8 5 4 2 
SOUTH 

4 SQJ9876 

'T ' 7 
7 

4 A K Q J 

The bidding: 

Nortii East South West 

Pass Pass 4 4 Pass 

Pass Pass 
Opemng lead; Ace of > 

Don't look at your coniraa 
through rose-colored rinses. Win- 
ning declarers are thoM who foresee 
die worst and then take precaution- 
ary measures. 


WEST 
4 A 10 3 
7 Q 6 4 2 
A 4 

4 107 63 


By and large, we ^prove of 
South's third-hand opening bid of 
four spades. Finding No^ with 
two aces was against the odds, and 
South's hand was not that rich in 
defense to offer the opponents an 
opportunity to enter the auction 
cheaply. 


‘ When we saw this hand played in 
a rubber bridge game, declare ap- 
peared to be oblivious to danger. 
West cashed tbe ace of diamonds 
and continued the suit, declarer 
ruffing. Tbe king of spades lost to 
the ace and West shifted to the six of 
hearts. East took the ace to com- 
plete tbe defensive book, then re- 
vel^ to the king of diamonds. 
Whether South ruffed high or low. 
West’s ten of trumps was promoted 
to the setting trick. 

An unlucky hand in some re- 
speM, but declarer could have 
avoid^ the ignominy of defeat wiib 
a loser-on-loser play. True, it's not 
all that easy to spot, but a compe- 
tent declarer should have found the 
winning line. 

Declarer should, have led one of 
his high clubs at the tlnrd trick and 
ruffed it to secure an entry to dum- 
my. Now declarer can lead a dte- 
mond from the table and, when East 
covers. South discards hU hear! los- 
er. Declarer can win any return and 
go after trumps and. as the car^ lie, 
assure his contract. Had East held 
the ace of spades rather than the ace 
of hearts, declarer would not have 
been exposed to a defensive trump 
promotion, but why settle for half a 
loaf when you can have it all! 


Mutt*n’Jeff 


|aautx have 

Vou SOME 
CCfTTdN 

BATTING? 



Andy Capp 


^ TCH / THAT CfcAKT Ml SSS& 
'THE BOARD COMPLETEU// 
t Ruse. 1 GST WORSE . 





at the end of tbe seasou. 

gafnprio ria.will be without star 

Striker Gianlwa Viaffi far the ir 
home game agamst Fimeutina, 
whose Brazilian Worid _ 
coach Sebastaio Lazaxom has 
.saved his job by pottii^ togefiier 
an rnib”**" nm of seven gam^ 

Champions NrqK>li, a point 
away from fiie rdegatitm zone, 
fece a difficult game at seowd- 
from-bottom f^gliari without 

andfielden Alemao and Nfasshno 
Cr^pa and defender Oiancario 
Conadnii, aD sn^teoded. 

drew 1-1 at IntCT Mian 

last week. 

Afietico Madrid may be able ro 
mate some ground m Spaiiirii 
Tmapttk leaders Baiceilona fins 
w ee kend wifii the taefy of Valeo- 
cta. 

Barcelona, four pants dear of 
Afietico, travel to Valenda, vriio 

althoMgh lawi giitshmg in mid-tahie 
have not lost at home in three 
rntmths. w 

Barcekna win be wxfiioat ihid- 
fielder Guillerino Amor, who is 
banned. 

Dutch coach Jtrfian Cruyff has 
rigned for two more years with 
Barcelona, leaving fahn m charge 
of the Leagoe leadm 

notil mid-1993. 

CngifF, 43, sfyned Thmsday 
after a verbal agreement ea^ 


last month, dob officials 

The fonner Patdi mt eiMo o- 

al jomed Barcelona as coyh in 
the 1988-89 season and m ™ 
year brought borne tbe European 
Cap Winners’ Cnp. 

Afietico are away at second 
fgoo4,aooai Betis Sunday and 
should pick ^ 

against the Seville team wdaA has 

won only one of its nine home 
gaines fills season. 

K Afietico goalkeeper Abel 

Reano keeps a dean sbe«* in file 

first half he wfll break an 18-yw 
dd ^amisb record of 824 mhuites 

without cooceffing a goaL 

Barcelona keeper Mty ei 
Rema established file recoed m 
the 1972-73 season. 

A revitalised FC Uire tfr bo pe 

to inflict <»fy fire second drfeat of 

the season on Dutch league lead- 
ers PSV Eindhoven at the 
wedeend. 

Utrecht made a ptwr start to 
the season, but tbeir CM tiinei 

have been revived since coa^\b 

Fafie took over firmn fiie saeted 
Gees Lofield in October when 
they were 15th in th leagne- 
Ajax Amsterdam, three points 
behind PSV with two games in 
hand , visit . Wllcm II ’i’lisnig 
without midfi elder Aron Winter, 
who injnred a knee daring last 
we^entfs game r^aiiist Vitesse. 



ue yeuiiiy uiu — n 

is Starting to sag!” 


I THAT SCRAIHBLED WORD GA8E 
by Henri AmoU ancFfiob Lee 


U i a cra iriWe there four Jianfeieg-- 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


HINSY 



HX] 




^ «d IHMW hMa 1 

•i . 

YAMOF 



im 



AIR 

FU 

N 

rr 





COORTH 


:'i rr 



A RICH RELATIVE 
1$ ALVVAV5 CLOdE 
TO you UNTIL 
YOU TRY TO 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Yestenlays 


(Answers tomorrow) 

JumbteK UNIFY GLOAT DEFAME FROTHY 

Answer She decided to break up witti the seismologist 
because he was such a - - - 
“FAULT" HNDB? 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Virginia L. Yates 


ACROSS 
1 Manner • 

5 Dazriled 
9 Recycler’s 
concern 

14 Very top 

15 Took an el 

16 Appomattox 
VIP 

17 Lreve high 
and dry 

18 Stir up 

19 — fours 

20 In clovar 

23 Without a 
doubt 

24 Take on ' 

■25 Cfia/ged atom 
27 Timeworn 
32 Floor 
36 Rolled — 

39 McEntlra of 
music 

40 No wayl 

43 Red or fallow 

44 Girl of song 

45 Blades for 
Gaston 

46 Flashing light 
48 Trap of a sort 
SO On — (equaO 
S3 Smoothly in 

music 

58 Set store by 

63 Rafah's lady 

64 Spin like — 

65 Neglect 

66 Adjust 

67 Split 

68 Anger 

69 Glum 

70 Scout's act 

71 Anna of 
*'Nana” 





DOWN 
Primary 
Express a 
view 

Aetieas Burke 

Praise 

Dry gully 

6 Kennel sound 

7 Mrs. Bunker 

8 City on the 
Jumna 

9 Dibble's kin 


10 Gambling 
town 

11 Winged 

12 Deal In 

13 CUiichsd 

21 Hard worker 

22 Jagged 
26 Words to 

Nanette 

28 Let go’ 

29 Present 

30 Up to 

31 Kids 

32 Conjunctions 

33 Track event 

34 Declare 

35 O 

37 Ocean: atabr 

38 Warm up 
41 Burtgling 


Yesterday's 



« 3kU Off in “ UJJMm 
fabric 


a wmr 

51 Day's 
Night" 





Economy 
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War sabotages Gulf Air e^ansion 


BAHRAIN (R) — The Golf war 
has sabotaged Golf Air, pattinga 
billKMi dcrflar eiqiaiision pJ»ti in 
jeopardy jost as the was 

recovering &om the eiglit-year 
Iraii'baq war. 

Golf Air preadeot and diief 
executive, Salim Bin Ali 
Asnyabi, took over at die carrier 
— the largest in the Gulf — just 
as it has Sown into a 

**We really have aifEeted a 
lot;” Assiyabi told Reuters in his 
first interview sinoe his appoint- 
ment in Jannaiy. ^ thmir we are 
die only carrier that has sufiered 
by having its operational bas e 
dassified as a war zone.” 

Gulf Air had already been bat- 
tered by the foliout of the Aug. 2 
invasion of Kuwait by Iraqi 
forces. 

“Jet fuel hit the mrlines in the 
bf ginning of the crisis. It was 
nnexpected and the insurance 
was anodier hit, a very severe 
hit,” Assiyabi s^. 

The ou&reak of war between 
Arab-Western coalition and 
Iraq on Jan.-. 17 de^iened die 
crisis for Gulf Air, fotdng it to 
shut down its Bahrain aiiport 
base for more than a week. 

The airline had prepared for 


die end of die Jan. iS United 
Nations dnaiin^ foT (0 with- 
draw by shifting its base of opera- 
tions to tbe Omani capital Mus- 
cat, outside die Gulf. 

Gulf Air is owned by the gov- 
ernments of Bahrain, Oman, 
Qatar and tbe United Arab Enri- 
rates (UAE). 

Tbe carrier has stmg^ed to get 
its fleet into the air and is now 
reviewing whether to i^Wr or sell 
some of hs aireraft. 

It has confirmed orders for 15 
news aircraft. 

Three new Boeing 767 
extraded-range jets are due for 
delivery late in 1991 and a dozen 
Airbus A320s are due from the 
European Airbus Bidiistrie oon- 
sortiiun in 1992-93. Gulf Air has 
t^itkms on another six Aiibns 
A320S. 

That buying sdiednle — mi top* 
of nine Boeing 767s bought over 
tbe last year — was to drive a 
huge expanrion. 

Golf Air hoped to capitalise on 
the recovery of Gulf state econo- 
mies after the war-related reces- 
sion of the mid-1980s and lamdi 
new routes to Asia and Europe. 

“We have not dropped the idea 
of eiqiancfiog but h win be a 


longer process,” Assiyabi sud. 
“Hopef^y once die crisis is over 
diings win normalise .... we will 
then start our plans.** 

Giilf Air is stuctying lay-ofB 
from its 5,000 staff, some 2,^ of 
whom are expatriates. Assiyabi 
said some would be offered un- 
paid leave, others termination of 
contracts. 

Its fleet is also under review. 

High insurance costs — as 
modi as $100,000 per flight for 
passenger cover alone — has 
fnrced tbe airlioe to eontinae 
relaying on ax aging 
Iristars within the Gulf 

The aircraft are wholly owned 
1^ Gulf Air and hs government 
shareholders are underwriting the 
inarraDce dmuiselves. 

The more costly nine 767 
extended-range planes are mn- 
ung a ^eleton service to the 
Indian sobcontinent from Muscat 
and Abu Dhabi and 10 leased 
Boeing 737s are idle in Muscat. 

Gulf Air could shed some of 
those aircraft. 

“We are not cloang the door 
on any opportunities that we 
mi^ be getting if we felt that 
might reie^ part of our fleet 
that we don’t need at the mo- 
ment,” Assiyatn said. 


But canceUing or delaying new 
aircraft deliveries would be a 
costly and dramatic decision for 
the airline, Assiyabi said. 

“The sriiole fleet is under re- 
view but as I see tbe rituation we 
are not likely to defm- any of 
those aircraft but it is a bard 
dedskm to make to defer deliver- 
^ies,’* he said. 

Tbe criris has halved Golf Air 
operations jnst as {XofitabOity 
was improving. It turned its first 
pi^t in three years in 1988 of 1.8 
mini on dinars (then $4.77 mil- 
lion). 

The doubled times for Gulf 
Air may require it to go to its 
government shareholders for 
more money but Assiyatn is con- 
fident they and the airline's banks 
will fund hs growtii. 

He remains optimistic Ae air- 
line can weather tiie crisis and 
grow again on the back of a 
promised boom in tbe post-war 
reconstruction and reform in tiie 
region. 

“We believe the Gulf area is 
. safe and that once tins matter is 
over the Gulf region is secure. 
We look forward to see proqier- 
hy when tiiis crias is over,” 
Assiyabi said. 


U.S. banks begin to lower 
prime rate to nine per cent 


NEW YORK (i^ — Major 
banks began lowering their prime 
rates to nine per cent Friday, 
slashing the key lending rate 
half a percentage pcmt within 
minntts of a surprise rate cut by 
tiie Federal reserve (Fed). 

J.P. Morgan and Co. and First 
National Bank of Chicago, tiie 
nation’s fiftii and 12th largest 
banks leqiectivdy, were tbe first 
to announce tbe cut, uhkh istiie 
secrad drop in the prime late in 
five weeks. ' 

They were fcrilowed by Citi- 


bank, tbe nation’s largest banking 
company, and San Ftandsco- 
based Corp.,' the 

second largest The cut was effec- 
tive immedBatefy. 

The Federal Reserve, the U.S. 
central bank, annoimced eariy 
Riday that it was catting file 
discount rate — the interest it 
charges on loans to member 
banks to six pm cent from 
per cent. It was the second de- 
cline in sax weeks, but only the 
third drop in the race since Au- 
gust 1986. 


The Fed has been under press- 
ure by officials of Present 
George Bush to lower interest 
rates to prevent the recession 
from deepening. A cot in the 
disconnt rate loweis'banks’ cost 
of funds and encourages banks to 
lower tbe interest tfa^ charge on 
a wide variety of business and 
cottsnmer loam. 

A Labour Departmenr report 
showing the nation's onemftioy* 
meat rate iodied iq> to 6J2 per 
cent in January offered fresh evi- 
dence that the economy is dedm- 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — Renewed fears that tbe recession wfl] be deeper and 
more prolonged than egqiected drove shares shaiirfy The 
All Ordinaries index fell 19J3 pcrints to I^XXIJS. 

TOKYO — Concern over the !eadmshq> of Soviet President 
hfikhaU Goibadiev drove tiie Nticket index briefl.y. below psycho- 
logical s u p port at 23,000. The index dosed at 23,156.70, down 
13lS.^4»miSw .. ■ 

HONG KONG ~ The index fell 19lffl:to 3,223.49. } 

"Market sentiment is caubous'to bulBsh, hot some pec^ were 
tddng {profits in case sometbmg big happens in the Gulf over the 
weekend,” said Anthony Mak of CSticorp Vickers. 

SINGAFORE — The blue>diip Straits Times indnstrial index 
dosed at 12<S7.72, a gain of 0.47 of a poinL 

BOMBAY — Fresh baying by state-owned investment honses. . 
helped tbe Bombay Stock Exchange index gain 3927 points to 
1,021.94. 

FRANKFURT — German shares sfarngged off TbaRday*s Bun- 
desbank decision to raise interest rates. The 30-share DAX index 
gained 6.43 pants to 1,426.51, its higliest dose ance 1,45724 on 
Dec. 19. 

ZURICH — Swiss National Bank President Marims Lnsser told 
Renters there was no need to diange Swiss monetary policy after 
an uneiqiected rise in Germanjr’s key interest rates. The all-share 
SPl index ended iq> six ponits at 9302. 

PARIS — The CAC40 bhie diqi index, wei^ied down by 
Aidineg among hnwiring sfaarcs, f^ 2.59 points to 1278.08. 
lXno>W — Mild profit-takmg took the dnne o ff recent stroi^ 
gallic. U.S. rate cuts had little hwparr. The FTSE index closed at 
2165.7, down 4.6. 

NEW YORK — Bine drips came nnder prmsore from fresh s^ns 
tiie U2. economy may be weaker than earlier snqiected. At 1656 
GMT the Dow Jones industriab were down 9.16 to 2,726.98. 
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EXCHANGE 

RATES 

Hmraday, Jannacy 31, 1991 
Central Bank olBdal rates 
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ing. Not only did tiie report, 
r^ased Friday, show weakness 
in tiie labour fom, the lengdi of 
- tbe average workweek as well as 
bonrly and weekly wages also 
declinrd. 

Separately, a survey of the 
natioo's purdiasing managers in- 
dicated the economy slipped 
deeper into recession in Jannaiy. 
The National Assodation of Por- 
ehasiag Management said its 
monthly index of ecoiomic activ- 
ity dit^iped to its lowest level 
since May 1982, duiing the coun- 
try’s Iasi recesrion. 

Tbe fxime rate is a base used 
by banks for priemg a range of 
bnsiiiesses and consumer loans, 
indoding many types of mor- 
tgages 

When tiie Fed ent the discount 
rate in nrid-Deoember. ft took 
several days for the nation’s ma-. 
jor banks to follow suit InitiaUy 
only a bandfnl of re^onal banks 

^‘.on^by a quarter^ apercentage 
pqiiit 

Thb time, however, banks 
wanted to avoid criticism that- 
they were stalling and profiting 
from a wide interest rate spread 



IGNDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates fbr 
leaifing world eunendes and gold against the dollar at midsesaon 
on tiie London foreign ei^iange and bullion markets I^iday. 

One Sterling 

1.9650/60 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 

1.1620/30 

ranadiam dollar 


1.4788/95 

Deiitschemaiks 


1.6685/95 

Dmdi guilders 


1.2S88/9S 

Swiss francs 


30.40/45 

Belgian francs 


5.0275/25 

French francs 


1112/1113 

TtaKan |ne 


131.8S/95 

Jiqianese yen 


5.5300/S0 

Swedish crowns 


5.7860/10 

Norwegian crowns 


S.690Q/S0 

Damrii crowns 

One ouiioe of gold 

36” ■'36835 

U.S. doUars 
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Tom Cruise 
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EC grants Jordan $21 Om 


By P.V. Vivdcaiiaiid 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan has been 
allocated around $210 nriDioa as 
outright giant from the Enropiean 
Community (EC) and 80 per cent 
of the amount wUl be avail- 

able to the Kingdom soon, tbe 
EC del^ate in Amman said Fri- 
day. 

Tbe finalisation of tiie alloca- 
tion was made Wednesday by tiie 
EC exeentive commission, which 
also provided $230 miUion eadi 
to Eg)^ and Tories — the two 
coontries, along with Jordan, are 
classified as “frontline” states 
bard-hit economically by tbe Gnlf 
crisis. 

Christian Fhikowski, the EC 
delegate in Amman said tbe EC 
was keen in ensurin g the stabilily 
and growth of the Jordanian ecc^ 
nony since it sees the Kingdom 
as a key player in the Middle East 
and ap preciates its role in the 
region. 

Documentary work related to 


the allocation for Jordan was 
{nepared in cowriination with the 
hfinistry of Fniance and the Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan, be said. 

The assistance is extended as 
co m pe ns ation under aitide 50 of 
the United Nations Charter 
which provides for ^ledal assist- 
ance to countries adversely 
affected by adherence to Security 
CouttcQ resoimions. 

“The grant can be utilised for 
impoit of goods into Jordan from 
any memba states of the Com- 
munity,” Mr. Falkowski told tbe 
Jordan Times. “This should not 
be a problem at aD for Jordan 
ance 70 per cent of its nnports 
come from Europe,” he noted. 

The assistance is mainly aimed 
at “keefring the Jordanian eco- 
nomy going,” be said pointing ont 
that focus has been given in the 
allocation to industrial ware and 
amdliajy equipment, ^tare parts, 
agricuKural nuKiimeiy, diemicals 
fa plants and fertifisers, and 
pesticides. 

Exdnded from the allocation 


are any imp o r t s vdiicfa conld be 
used for any militaiy purposes, 
Mr. Fklkowsld said. 

Tbe grant, retroactive to Jan. 
1, 1991, win be made avaOable to 
Jordan in two tranches, the first 
representing abont 80 per cent of 
the entire amount, Mr. Flalkowsid 
said. 

Related documents would be 
forwarded to the European 
Cmmcil of Mhusters for approval 
sooi, he added. 

"The Community is committed 
to extending developmental 
assistance to Jordan and buma- 
niiarimi aid to the occupied terri- 
tories,” he said. 

He noted that the EC had 
allocated $6 mSlion for hospitals 
and health services in the occn- 
pied territories and said that a 
fresh grant to the Palestinians 
Kving imder occiqiatiai would be 
annonnced.next week. He did not 
^ve any details. 

Tbe Jordan allocation of ISO 
mflHofl European Currency Um'ts 
(ECUs) is of a total of 500 


milliai ECUs earmarked in the 
EC Commisaon budget. 

The 12 EC membm will con- 
tribute one trillion ECUs to tbe 
three frontline states in adefition 
to individual contributions on a 
trilateral baris. 

With the EC assistance, Jordan 
has redeved or been pledged 
about $500 mfllioi in response to 
Its ^iplication to the U.N. fbr 
co m pen sa tion nnder artide 50. 

The Kingdom has already re- 
ceived around $250 milli on from 
tbe various EC member states, 
with Gennany leading the list 
with about $120 million. Non-EC 
donors indude Canada, Sweden 
and Taiwan. 

In adefition, the Kingdom, has 
received $100 mfllion from Japan 
in ioog-term, nnited soft loans 
and is finalkmg another two 
packages of $75 million each 
under stricter terms. However, 
tbe release of tiie $150 million is 
also contingent on a parallel loan 
of an equal amount frouj the 
World Bank. 


Gulf International Bank 
cuts worldwide operations 


S. Arabia 
shuttles oil 
out of Gulf 

DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia has 
started shuttling oO ont of the 
Gulf to super tankers acting as 
loading points in safer waters off 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) because tanker owners 
are rehictaut to sail into the 
Dortbem Gulf. 

Oil industry sources said 
Thursday three ships chartered 
by Saudi Andria were off the 
UAE port of Fujairah and in- 
dnded the S163^tonne Kajri- 
tan Michaelis, the world’s trigg^ 
tanker previously known as the 
Esso Atiantic. 

Iran had earlier started shot- 
tiing oil Eroa its tenninals close to 
Iraq in the nortiiern Gulf to 
OKifoer tankers at Lavan Maud in 
the central Gulf, extensively used 
as an oil transshipment point 
during the 1980-88 war with Iraq. 

on industry executives said tiie 
Saudi decisioa to shuttle crude 
may have been prompted by slack 
sales of its heavy grades of crude 
rather than threats to stripping te 
the Guff. 

But several countries, iodud- 
ing India and Ja^ra, haveimrred 
their tankers frora'^^nals in 
tbe northern Gulf, induding all 
Saudi Arabia’s Gulf dl export 
outlets. 

The sources said “the first 
mother tanker has been loaded, 
the first customers are expected 
to be tankers from India and 
Pakistan,” an oQ industry execu- 
tive said. 

The longdon’s Gulf oO teimin- 
als, lying dose to Kuwait and 
within tbe range of the Iraqi Scud 
missiles, have been operating 
normally ance war broke 

Saudi Arabia has also in- 
creased foe flow of ofl throu^ its 
pipeline to tiie Red Sea port of 
Yanbu to satisty buyers. But the 
pipeline, witii a daOy capadty <ri 
3.2 million barrels, carries light 
crude u4ifle tbe balk of Saudi 
exports are heavier grades. 

Japanese conpanies with con- 
tracts to load crude have either 
switdied to Yanbu or diartexed 
foreign-flag vessels to pick up ofl 
in the Gulf. 

Oil industry sources said earlier 
in the week the kingdom's state- 
owned oU coiqiany Saudi Azam- 
co had dedded to supply crude 
frtMu its Gulf outlets to certain 
Third World countries. 

Ship-to-ship crude transfer op- 
.erations are not difficult but 
buyers have to pay extra for 
shuttling and trans-shipment 
costs. 


BAHRAIN (R) — Gulf Interna- 
tional Bank (GS), which is 
Bahrain’s second largest o&hore 
bank and is part-owned by Iraq, 
said Thursday it had sharply ent 
worldwide operations. 

GIB Genera] Manager Ghazi 
Abdul Jawad told Reuters tbe 
bank bad laid off 30 staff in 
London and merged the local 
branch there with its London- 
based European operations. 

It had cut its Singapore branch 
to a rqnesentative office and laid 
off 40 staff, h was doang smaller 
offices in Tokyo and Fraxriiinit 
but was retail^ a New York 
brandi, be said. 

Abdul Jawad described the cut- 
backs as part a new emphasis on 
the Gulf and piart a leqiaise to 
the (julf war. 

“We are refocusing our busi- 
ness thrust onto tiris region,” be 
said in a telephone interview. 
“Operations are being reduced 
but we will mamtain our presence 
in London and New York.” 

Many offshore banking nnits 
(OBUQ in Bahrain, financial bub 


FRANKFURT (R) — Ger- 
many’s powerful central bank 
shook finiaiicia] markets Thursday 
with an unesqiected rise in key 
interest rates to their highest level 
since tbe eariy 1980s. 

The Bundesbank's annotmee- 
ment, aimed at fighting domestic 
inflation as the costs of German 
mrification moimt, ran counter to 
advice firom other eountiies fight- 
ing to stave off recession. 

The Bundesbank said it was 
lairing its discoont lending rate 
half a percentage point to 6.5 per 
cent and its Lombard emergen^ 
borrowing rate by the same 
amoont ctf nine per cent. 

*T am concerned this decision 
will not be oom|rietely onder- 
stood, especially abroad,” Bun- 
desbank President Kail Otto 
Poehl told a news conference 
after a regular meeting of the 
bank’s policy-making council. 
“But tiris was a tedinical move 
need to adjust to market rates.” 

Poehl urged (jcnnany’s part- 
ners to understand the bank’s top 
priority was to defend the mark. 


in the Middle East, have bem 
.badty fait the loss of <dep09tsi and 
international confidence caused 
by the Gulf crisis. 

GIB is equally owned by Iraq 
and the six members of tbe Gnlf 
Qiopention Coundl (GCC) — 
Bahrain, Oman, Saudi Arabia, 
Qatar, Kuwait and tbe United 
Arab Frarratfts (UAE). 

The cots in canmerdal and 
investment bank follow the sack- 
ing of 45 expatriate staff in 
BahiaiD this month. Thirty were 
rehired on fixed short-term con- 
tracts. 

GIB had 649 staff woridwide 
before die coirent cats. 

Banking regulater, the B ahrain 
Monetary Agentty ^MA), says 
the assets of offshore ba^ fell 
from $7l;2 billion last July to 
$57.8 billion in September' 1990* 
after the invasioii. 

The number cri offshore banks 
has officiany fallen to S3 from 56 
over a siinilar period but others 
are in limbo. In 1985 — at the 
height of the Iran-Iraq war 
B ahrain had 75 offshoic banks 
managing more than $60 billion. 


“We are in a difficult period,” 
Poehl said. ‘'Last year was one of 
the most difficult phases ever for 
die Bundesbank witii tiie intro- 
duction of tiie Deutschemark in 
former East (jermany.” 

He said the central bank’s 
monetary policy needed te pre: 
vent inflarinnaty fiends rather 
than react to them. 

“If prices have already started 
to rise then it is too late,” he said. 
Exaggerated wage demands, high 
government deficits and a pl^ 
ned tax increase would fuel infla- 
tionary pr es s ur es already emerg- 
ing in Germany. 

FmandaJ markets bad been ex- 
pecting tighter monetary polides 
for some time but not at a time of 
such strong international oj^xiri- 
tion to higher German interest 
rates. 

Poehl said earlier tins week it 
would be difficult to raise rates 
because of the likely reaction 
from abroad. 

Some other Enropeaii central 
banks quickly followed the Bun- 
desbank’s le^. 


GIB has been selling assets, 
mduding a large parcel of Tliird 
World debt and marketable 
securities, to boost liquidity since 
(3nlf markets contraaed 

after the Ang. 2 invasion of 
Knwah. Abdul Jawad declined to 
give details. 

He said GIB would stfll offer 
foreign exchange, treasury and 
commerdal haniring services to 
its clients. The bank was expand- 
ing in the Gulf with a new office 
in Muscat. 

But he said tbe bank would no 
longer market or offer certain 
bankittg products to its clients in 
the Gi&. “We wSl no longer be 
in the syndicated credit market 
and baUmoe of payments bank- 
ing, we will be completely out of 
this business.” 

Apart from hs shareholding, 
GIB has loan exposure to Iraq 
which suspended ^ interest pay- 
ments af^ invading Kuwait. 

Abdul Jawad declined to spe- 
cify GIB exposure to Ifraqi debt 
but said: ‘1 have exposure to 
many countries indud^g Iraq.” 


The Dutch central bank raised 
eadi of tis three key officials rates 
by half a percentage point, and 
Austria’s bank said it would boost 
its disconnt rate and its Lombard 
borrowing rate by half a piercen- 
tage point to seven per cent and 
nine per cent, resp^vely. 

Italy and Belgium said they 
would not follow the Bundes- 
bank’s move immediately. 

But British Prime hffnister 
J(rim Major said Britain would 
reduce interest rates when the 
time was righL He said his gov^ 
ernment would not be able to cut 
rates nntil tbe differential be- 
tween infla tion in Britain and 
elsewhere in Enrope narrowed. 

The tfiscount rate is now at its 
highest level since August 1982, 
when it was seven per cent It bad 
been six per cent since October 
1989. 

The Lombard emergency fund- 
ing rats is now at its highest level 
since September 1980, when h 
was nine per cent. The Lombard 
rate had last been increased by 
half a percentage point to ei^t 
per cent last November. 


Brazil freezes wages, prices 


Germany raises interest rates 


Apart from Pakistan and India, 
tbe Pbilipirines National Oil Co. 
is also e^tected to load crude off 
Ftijairah, the sources said. 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — 
Brazilian Economy Minister 
Zelia Cardoso de MeUo Tbnisday 


froze all prices ^d wages inde- 
finiteiy in a surprise Ud to kill 
inflation nmning at about 20 per 
cent a month. 

Cardoso, in a televised speech, 
■nnrtufMwi the closiiig of banks 
'Friday, a aackdowu on financial 
speculation and an overnight in- 
crease in fuel prices by 46 per 
cent. 

“The present level of {Kioe 
rises is not corrrpatible with eco- 
nomic stability,” she said. 

Althnngfa the measures came 
as a sur prise to the general pub- 
lic, rumours of a new economic 
piu had swept BraaTs financiai 
marir^ eaifiOT this Week. Stock 
markets bad rocketed by as much 
as eight per cent in one day as 
investors rushed to place tiieir 
money adiere it would be earily 
accesable. 
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Cardoso’s shock package was 
prompted by rising inflation. 
Prices rose by nearly 20 per cent 
in January, accord!^ to official 
figures, and financial futures 
traders were predicting still higher 
levels for February and March. 

President Ferna^o CoUor de 
Mello came to power in March 
1990 promising to liquidate infla- 
tion within a year. But the draco- 
nian measures he decreed, udiiefa 
induded the sudden free^g of 
$120 billion in bank accounts, 
fisiled to bold back price rises. 

Blaming an unofficial wiH^Ting 
of prices and wages for Brazil’s 
rising inflation, Cardoso 
announced what she called the 
"total de-indexation” of the eco- 
nomy. 

She abolished all tbe most com- 
fflon indicators used by 
bn an esses as a reference point to 
set pike rises and wiped out at a 
stroke tbe most popular home for 
speculative “hot money” — the 
“overnight” — a short-term 
money market acconnt paying 
interest rates of more than one 
per cent a day. 

Businesses in Biazfl's heavily 
protected ecohomy had raised 
prices by as mnefa as SO per cent 
in the two weeks, trying to 
goarantee profits for coming 
months in the event of a price 
freeze. 




At HAYAT CROUP 

An exhibition of Paiestinian embroidery 
and handicrafts 
at 

Jordan inter.Continentai Hotei 

Feb. 1st through Feh. 8th 

9a.m.~9p.m. 


MUNICIPALITY OF GREATER AMMAN 
AMMAN TRANSPORT & 
MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 
(Loan No. 2334 - JO) 

SECOND EXTENSION OF CLOSING DATE 

The Municipality of Greater Amman announces the 
extension of the closing date of tiie Road M^ntenance 
Equipment Tender until March 4, 1991. 
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Klerk signs apartheid’s death 
rrant; rightwingers walk out 


U.S. puts diplomats in Baltics; 
encourages independence votes 


CAPE TOWN. South Africa 
(AP) — President F. W. De 
Klerk called Friday for the ‘'end 
of an era” by repealing all major 
apartheid laws. Ri^t-tring white 
lawmaken stormed ont of pariia- 
ment in protest as the pr^ident 
spoke. 

Tbonsands of blades and others 
marched outside partiament and 
in dries across the conntry to 
demand the immediate abofition 
of ^>aTtfaekl and formation of a 
moltiradal government. 

De Klerit. in the spe^ open- 
ing the new session of parliament, 
said die g ov enmi ent would prop- 
ose scrapping the last three major 
pillars of apartheid — the Group 
Areas Act, the Land Acts and 
Modifying the Population Reg- 
istration Act in preparation for its 
abolition. 

**The repeal of diese last re- 
maining discrxniinatoiy laws wQ] 
bring us to the end of an era, an 
era in which it was sought to deal 
with the reality of a ifiveraty of 
peoples ... by means of (fiscii- 
orinatoiy coerdon,” he said. 

“However, the removal of dis- 
crimination and coerdon does 
not alter the reality of tbe ex&t- 
eoM of a variety of peoples and 
communities,'’ he said. 

De Beik's speedi triggered a 
walkout among outraged law- 


Croatia 
leaves 
crisis talks 
in row 
with army 


BELGRADE (R) — Leaders of 
the rebel Republic of Croatia 
have walked out of a crisis meet- 
ing of Yu^Iavia*s top officials 
because of a row witii tbe army. 

They made dear they had 
agreed sharply with military lead- 
en at tbe meeting with tbe state 
preaden^. Prime Munster Ante 
Markovic and preddents of tbe 
six Yugoslav republics. 

Any talks on the country’s fu- 
ture should exdude tbe army, 
they said. 

Qoatia, a non-Commum^ re- 
public vrindi has angered cencral 
leaders by threatening to secede, 
foces a showdown vrith the army 
after defying an order to detain 
its defence minister, who is 
alleged to have planned attacks 
on arrny peisoimel. 

“We left because we had other 
obligations and because we felt 
further talks in such a ^urit were 
pomtlesi,” Croatian PiesideQt 
Franjo Tadjmaji said after arriv- 
ing back in Croatia from tbe 
meeting in Belgrade. 

The talks were the second of a 
series giooptng all tbe country’s 
leaders to look for a way to bold 
Yngosalvia together despite 
seoessioiiist trends, ethnic rivalry 
and political rows. 

'nrdjman said the main pmnt of 
contention was a Yngoslav De- 
fence hGnistry document pub- 
lished in the daOy newq>aper 
Borba Thursday, vriiidr shos^ 
the army was deteimined to keep 
■Yugoslavia together and wanted 
Co^nnists to be returned to 
power. * 

“We want to continue talks but 
our suggestion is that the army be 
excluded,” said Stipe Mesic, 
Croatia's representative on tbe 
'state presida^. 

“Those who pursue their goals 
with force wQI cause a catas- 
trophe primarily for themselves. 
The document shows that tbe 
army is imposing itself as an 
important factor.” 

Tbe meeting continued after 
tbe Croatian leades left but there 
was DO immediaie word on how 
talks went. 

Croatia and ' neighbouring 
Slovenia have threatened to 
secede unless Yugoslavia becom- 
es a loose, confederal alliance of 
sovereign states. The army and 
die luggBst rejmblic, Serbia, want 
it to be a t^tly-inled federation. 

The army oitier for the deten- 
tion witiiin 24 horns of Croatian 
Defence bfinister Martin Spegelj 
was issued Weduesd^. 

Slovenia demanded tbe res- 
ignation of Federal Defence 
Minister General Veijko 
Kadijeric and Croatian officials 
said their republic would ask for 
the army chief of staff. General 
Blagoje Adac, to be replaced. 

“This is a classic purge planned 
for Croatia. As until a lyiidi mob 
in tbe wQd west, tbe foc us must 
be one key indiridiial — in tins 
case Spogelj,” Croatian piesidexi- 
tial ai^ Slaven Letica told Reo- 
' teis. 

Yugoslavia has been slit&ng to- 
wards chaos since the death in 
1980 of commimist ruler Josip 
Broz Tito. The crisis worsened 
last year when elections ^lit it 
into four non-Gomnniiiist repub- 
'Hes and two led SodaKsti or 
renamed Communists. 


maken of the pio-^Midieid Con- 
servative Party, the official 
opposition party. Conservative 
^Tty iawm^rs intenupted De 
Seri:'s speech , walking out of 
tbe chamber as tbe pariiamentaiy 
Speaker roared, “order, order.” 

De Klerk, paosmg during tiie 
walkout, appeared no p e rturb ed 
and contino^ with hte Tprrrh 
State television said it was the 
first time in South Africa a party 
had walked out in protest during 
die opening of pariiainent. 

“All tbe people of onr land 
shall participate at all levels of 
gover n ment on the basis of uni- 
versal adult frandnse,” De Klerk 


However, he rejected eaih for 
a mnltiiadal interim government. 
He said tbe wfaite-led govenunent 
would remain in power until a 
new constitution b negotiated 
with the African Nation^ Con- 
gress and other opposition 
groups. 

De Klerk called for scrapping 
of tile Group Areas Act, which 
seg re ga tes r ^ dent i al areas along 
racial lines, the Land Acts reg- 
ulating land ownership li^ts ra- 
cial lines and the Population Reg- 
istration Act, which makes South 
Africans register in separate ra- 
cial groups. 

He said tbe r^istiation act 


would be phased out as a new 
constitution is pot into place. 

“Should parliament adopt the 
government's proposals, the 
South African statute book win 
be devoid, wxtbin months, of the 
remnants of radaDy disahnnia- 
toiy legislation,” he said. 

De Uerk’s National Party con- 
trols parliament and repeal of tbe 
remaining apartiimd laws during 
the upcoming session ^>peais 
certain. 

As De Eleik spoke, at least 
10,000 protesters caDing for tiie 
end of white-minoiify govern- 
ment mardied peacefblly dnou^ 
Cape Town as part of nationwide 
protests by black opposition 
groups. Many p rotesters wore the 
AI^s blade, green and gold 
coloms. 

ANC leader Walter Sisnln and 
other anit-apaitheid activists 
marched at the front of the chant- 
ing cdumn as heavily armed poBoei 
Stood watch. Protesters carried 
placards «ning for a constituent 
assembly to form a new mnlti- 
racial gove rnm ent. 

ANC leader Nelson Mandela 
was to lead the march, bat did not 
appear because of doctors’ con- 
cerns that it would be too tiring 
for him- 

Tboosands of blacks stayed 


Drug lords kill sister of 
Colombian ambassador 


BOGOTA, Colombia (R) — 
Drug traffickers murdered Mari- 
na Montoya, tire lddnq>ped sister- 
of Colombia's ambassador to 
Canada, and dumped her buDet- 
riddled body in a Bogota street, 
pdice so u rces said. 

Montoya, in her 60s, was found 
d^ in the capital a week ago bnt 
her body was not identified until 
Tliarsday, they smd. 

In a statement, tbe government 
expressed anger at Montoya's 
murder by “assassins of narco- 
terrorism” and demanded the re- 
lease of three hostages still held 
by the trafickers. 

The UlliDg of Montoya, kid- 
napped at gnnpmnt by trafiSekers 
on 19, is a severe setback to 

the government's attempt to 
reach peace with Colombia’s 
powerful oocaine cartels. 

Montoya's brother German 
was one of the most powerful 
officials in the former govern- 
ment of Prerident Virgjlio Baico 
and is now ambassador in Cana- 
da. 

Tlie drug lords last week 
threatened to resume a war on 
tiie govenunent and ordered the 
execution of two hostages in re- 
taliation for a series of pofice 
raids. They witiidrew tiie threat 
Wednesday after a new peace 
offer from the government, but 
said they bad already ordered 
Montoya's exeention and ft could 
be too late to save her. 

The body of an elderiy woman, 
with five bnllet wounds, was 
found in Bogota a week ago, 
police said. Coroners and police 
could not identify her and she was 
buried in a common grave with 
five unidentified men, local lacfio 
said. 

Tbe body was identified as 


Montoya only after a doctor rec- 
ognised ber pictiiFe on television 
and antiiorities ordered her body 
exfanmed, tbe radio said. 

Geiman Montoya, secretary- 
general of tiie pR»ident’s offiw 
until Barco left office last August, 
was at tiie centre of a previous 
Iddiuqiinng crisis in January 1990 
when traffickers kidnapped his 
son. 

The traffickers alleged tbe gov- 
ernment promised negotiaticiifi in 
exdiange for ins son's release but 
then went back on the promise. 
Barco's g ove rnm ent denied tbe. 
aDegaticm. 

Montoya is tbe second hostage 
of the traffi^ers kiUed in a week. 

Journalist and ex-^iresident’s 
riangh terf Diana Ttirbay was shot' 
dead last Friday when police 
raided a farm near MedeOin. Tbe 
pofice and drug lords each ac- 
cosed the otiier of killing ber. 

In a sqiaiate development, for- 
mer Colombian guerrillas in a 
symbolic gesture of reconciliation 
Tboisday letuiDed Latin Amer- 
ican independence hero Simon 
Bolivar's sword to tiie museum 
they stole it from 17 years ago. 

Antonio Navarro, leader of the 
former rdbel group M-19, handed 
tiie sliver ceremoinal sword to a 
groiq) of dnldicn in a ceremoiv 
at the Bolivar Museum as Frest- 
deot Cesar Gaviria and other 
officials watched. 

The sword was then returned 
to its showcase in tiie white- 
walled mnsenm in a hmlding 
where Bolivar once lived. 

Bttiivar led Colomlna’s fi^t 
for independence from Sapin and 
that of other South American 
countries seeking freedom from 
their colonial masters in tbe early 
19tfa century. 


Council of Europe gives 
special status to Romania 


STR^BOURG (Agmdes) — 
Romania was granted special 
guest states in the Coundl of 
Emope Friday despite donbts ab- 
out hs progress towards demoera- 
<y- 

A Council spokesman said its 
pditical bureau took tbe dedsioa 
foflowing a visit to Strasbourg tins 
week by Prime Minister Pecre 
Roman. 

Special gnest status, seen as a 
first step towards fall mem- 
bership of Che 24-nation 
Strabsonrg-based organisation, 
can be witii drawn. 

The Council of Europe, the 
most broadly-based democratic 
institution on tbe continent, has 
promoted Western democratic 
values ance ft was formed in 
1949. 

All other East and Central 
European countries apart from 
Alb^ulia have a special gnest ste- 
tus or friD membeiriiip. 

Romania's admisaon followed 
publication of a report by the 
Romanian parliament into riots 
in Budiarest last Jane, when 
coalnrineis vktiently s uppr e ss ed 
anti - g o vernm ent protests at the 
request of Presid^ Ion ' m— ™ - 

“The sitaation in Romania 
leaves modi to be deared both as 
i^gards progress towards deAi^ 
cracy and treatment of minorities 
bnt it would be Qlogjeal to con- 
tinue to refuse to give Budiarest 
^ledal guest status when coun- 
tries sndi as Yugoslavia and tiie 
Soviet Union already have it,” a 
Counefi official said. 

C^echoslovaida's appfieatfon 


for full membership of the Coun- 
cil was afgnoved nnanimoariy 
Wednesday. It wiD join Hongaiy 
as tbe second Warsaw Pact coun- 
try witii fan membexrinp. 

Meanwhile, Bulgarian Pre^ 
dent Jelin Jelev said Thnssd^ his 

country has fully embraced 
democracy and asfc^ that it be 
adnutted to Europe's leaefing hu- 
man ng^its organisation. 

Speaking to the Coimcfl of 
‘Europe's legislative body, Jdev 
Bulgaria is “firmly resolved 
to be a full member of all Euro- 
pean institDtions and undertakes 
to rixndder its part of tbe lespon- 

sfinlities.” 

Bulgaria formally applied last 
week for full membership in die 
24-nation Coundl, the oldest 
organisation seeking cooperation 
in Europe. 

Jelev made tbe request public 
with a plea that the worid reco^ 
nise the political and economic 
reforms the country has made 
since the hardline Gonxmonist 
r^ime was ousted early last year. 

“In a single year, tbe picture of 
Bulgaria has rfiang^ substantial- 
ly,'' he told the Counefl's 183- 
member assembly. 

He added, however, that Bul- 
garia's r eforms are thrntened by 
an econo mi c crisis aggravated by 
the Golf war. Support for the 
trade embargo against Iraq has 
cost Bulgaria $1.4 billion, he said. 

Cound offidals said tiie body 
would probably wait until 
anodier round of free elections 
take place in Bulgaria before 
actixig on its appHeation. 


away from work in Cape Town, 
Jobannesborg and other cities as 
part ol an ANC campaign for the 
immediate ‘end of apartheid. 

Authorities in Cap Town and 
Johannesburg said many blades 
appeared to be taking part in the 
absenteeism, but had no figures. 

De Klerk's sp eed i. coming one 
year after he stunned the worid 
by promising to end apartheid, 
lepretented another major s^ 
towards his prom ise of sharing 
power witii the black majority. 

Bat scrapping the last of the 
apait^ laws does not rerohre 
the country's blade-white political 
conflict De Klerk has stressed a 
new power sharing constitntion 
will have to be negotiated before 
the government pves up powCT, 
but he did gave few details of the 
system that be envisages. 

He said the government would 
offer a plan to take the country 
into a fotnre without apartheid 
where blacks and whites would 
share political power. 

De Klerk said during negotia- 
tions, which are expe cte d to take 
Up to two years, foeie would be 
“transitional anmigemeiits” that 
would give black opposition 
groups “a voice in tbe fonnnla- 
tion of important policy ded- 


Retiring 

Runcie 
makes plea 

for truth 

IXJNDON (AP) — Archbishop 
of Canteiboxy Robert Rimde, 
retiring after an ll-year-piiina^, 
has said his “constant concern” 
remains seem i ng the release of 
enve^ Terry Waite, who dis- 
appeared in Lebanon. 

Waite help^ free three U.S. 
and seven British captives in tbe 
middle East before he vanished in 
Beimt on Jan. 20, 1987, during 
hi* fifth nwgafwi oo behalf of the 
primate. 

"The story of his (Waite's) 
remarkable ministry in the eariy 
days remains to be friDy told but 
hk return to ns has been my 
constant concern and will remam 
so,” Rnnde said. 

He spoke at Church House 
near Westmiiister Abbey in bis 
last public address before retiring 
at midtiighr as ^nritoal head of 
the Church of Eoj^and and leader 
of the worid’s 70 milHon An^- 
cans. 

Tbe fiberal-miiidsd archbishop 
made no direct reference to bft 
rfaghes with political leaders in a 
decade that coincided with Mar- 
garet Thatcher’s three terms as 
prime mi ni s tgr- 

Of bis hopes for the future of 
the diurdi, Rnnde said: 

*1 bcqie it will be an age viiien 
we will tend again to the qualify 
of tiie prodamation of the Gos- 
pel, not jnst in preadung or 
npdating tiie way in wtudi we 
BfifTuimiricate but thinlring mOTB 
seriously about what we have to 
communicate.” 

But Rnnde, whose defence of 
tolerance and outspo ke nness for 
tbe underprivileged often drew 
fire fit>m Thateher supporters, 
said he regretted the emergence 
of party strife in the polify- 

irmlring synod Of tfac Chuidl. 

“The synod sometimes fafled in 
not recogniring tiie complesfy of 
the world around it," the 
archbishop told his crowded audi- 
ence. He urges them; “Think 
more dearly mid feel passionate- 
ly-” 

“There will never be unifonm- 
fy. Confiict is inevitable bnt tnxtii 
must always be paramount, 
aidion^ ft is sometimes difficult 
to reooguise what is true,” he 
said. 


MOSCOW (AP) — The United 
States has stationed diplomats in 
the Baltic republics and U.S. 
officials are encouraging separat- 
ists there to hold popdar votes on 
their indepiendeiice dedarations, 
Baltic officials have said. 

Estonia's paifiament dedded 
Thoisday to hold a referendum 
on Mardi 3, two weeks before the 
date set by Sodet President 
bOkhail S. Gorbachev for a 
nationwide vote. Utimazna has 
sdiednled a vote for Feb. 9, and 
Lativa is expected to consider one 

soon. 

U.S, pressure for a peaite^ 
resolution of the Baltic crisis in- 
creased after Sodet troc^ kiUed 
13 unarmed civilians in an attack 
on tiie Litbnanian televisoo sta-- 
tion on Jan. 13, American and 
Baltic officials say. 

Since then, with the additional 
HMttw of five Latvians and one 
Lfthnanian in Sodet attadis, tiie 
United States has kept two (^k>- 
mats in each of die three repnb- 
Hes to “act as a check on Soviet 
bebadoDr,” a U.S. official said. 
Expelling them would a 

renewed cradtdown, be sad. 

The U.S. governmeot has never 
the forced armexation of 
the Baltic repnblks during Worid 
War n — tiiey had been indepen- 
dent between the two worid wars 
— and had barred its diplomats 
from with officials of die 

predous Communist regimes 
there. 

U.S. Ambassador Jade Mat- 
lock and U.S. congressmen have 
been discDSshig proposals for a 
referetxlnm with Etonian lead- 
ers, said Endel Un^niaa, the 
republic's minister for negotiating 
independence from the Sodet 
Union. 

"They stressed that sudi a re- 


ferendum b necessary for inter- 
national relations,'* Lippmaa 
said. 

For nearly a year, separatist 
Baltic leaders have balked at 
Gorbachev’s demands for 
fereadnm on secesdon. They said 
resounding detories by pro- 
independence candidates in free 
parliamentary elections last 
g pr in g were snffidenc. They also 
had feared tiiat ethnic Russians, 
particniarty in Latvia and Estcy 
frill, could vote to reject seces- 
sion. 

Bnt “the past two weeks ^ 
creased tiie diauce of retaini^ 
these rqiaUics witiiin tbe Soviet 
Union,” tbe Sodet News Agenqr 
CTASS) said in a commentary 
Thnisday. 

“Changes in fevour of com- 
promises indicate that the Baltic 
governments have greater confi- 
dence in public support after the 
tragic events in Vflnios and 
Riga,” TASS said. 

Tbe U.S. mnbassador declined 
to say whether be has been re- 
cranmending a referendnm. Bnt 
one American official said, “we 
tfimk it would be a good idea to 
show the depth of sufqiori in tiie 
countries.” 

“Gorbachev does not under- 
stand how many Rnsaans (liv^. 
in tiie Baltic refmbfics) sqiport in- ' 
dependence,” said one U.S. offi- 
cial, qviatcing on condition he not 
be fiutber identified. 

Jnozas TnmeUs, diairman of 
tiie pFO-jndependeoce Lithoanian 
group Sajuc&, jnefficted victoiy 
by 9>-to-l margjn. “We want to 
clearty show Goibadiev the r^, 
ferendum results,” he said. "Tbb 
also is onr defence before the 
West.” 

Gorbachev is hostile to a 
Litiinanian plan for a poD that 


only five-ycM resdents, 

in vamos say. ^ 

A Kreinlin official e xpynea 
tw Gorbachev wants «fertt- 
Hmwe <m remanring in tiie nm^ 
in an IS republics on March 
17, under a Soviet law that allows 
Sf^fSers to vote vriiere they are 
statkned. There are more than 
300,000 Soriet sokfiers stationed 
jn the Baltics, U-S. o fficials esfr 
, and tbe Kremlin could tip 
the balance by semfing in more 

troops. _ , . 

Officials in all three Bahi c 
publics report signs that Moscow 
may be ready to talk. TASS said 
Hunsday a Goibacfaev exi- 
voy told Latvians he wfll negott- 
ate with tbem “mi tbe basb of tbe 
Soviet constitution a^ taking 
into their parfiamentary 

acts of Independence.” 

Separatists in tbe Baltics have 
criticised U.S. oSdab for nearty 

a year for not gfyix^ stronger 
siqiport to tiieir indepeadenoe 
movement. 

Baltic said that the 

decbftni to postpOM the itomed 
U.S.-Soviet m Fdmiaiy, 

aitimnifr not att rib u ted to the 
Soviet cradedown, was rdated to 
American complaints about 
bloodshed in tbe Baltics. 

“American dissatisfectiem was 
quite dearly expressed” Valdb 
Berzms, Latvian Foreigii Nfims- 
tty ^xikesman and foreign effitor 
of tiie PC^mlar Front newspaper, 
Atmoda. 

U.S. President George Bwtii 
said in his State of the Union 
flddi*” tiiat he had reenved 
Soviet assurances tiiat tiie level of 
violence in the Baltics would felL 
Several hundred sokfiers were 
yuan leaving tiie Lfthnaman capit- 
al of \Tlnhis tiiat d^. 



Troops start patrolling in Moscow 


MOSCOW (AP) — A small con- 
tingent of Soriet soldiers began 
patrolling Kfoscow Friday despite 
chaiges by tbe Russian 1^^- 
tore tiiat tiie patrols are unconsti- 
tutional. 

In the Kremlin, President 
Mikliail Gorbadiev freed off Fri- 
day with republic leaders who are 
angry over the deployment of 
Soi^t troops on their streets, as 
well as militoxy attacks on civi- 
lians in the Baltics that have 
killed 20 people. 

Six of tiie 15 republics have 
denounced the patrols, winch 
Soviet secaiky offidals say are 
needed to fight rising crime. 
Some reformers say the patrols 
are the first step toward a state of 
emergency. 

Tbe deployment began quietly 


in Moscow eariy Frid^, startup 
witb just 36 soldieis on dofy in 
the city's nine railroad stations, 
said Gen. Nikolai NGiikov of the 
Moscow brandi'of tiie .Interior 
Mimstiy . The froops aic to oper- 
ate in patrols of four, whidi 
include a policeman and an army 
officer anned witii pistols, and two 
or dinar y solt&crs armed witb 
bayonet knives, bfirikov sakL 

The Moscow 'patrols wiD be 
extended after dark, to indnde 
300-540 foldteis, accorifing to fi- 
gures given Mirikov. Five or 

rix teams win be asagned to eadi 

of tbe dfy's 30 dSstricts, pafroUing 
about 100 distinct routes, bfirikov 
said. 

“There will not be one tank, 
not one armored personnel car- 
rier,”'bfirikov He promised 


that oo soldieis would be de; 
pkfyed dniii^ demonstrations, , m 
democratic activisfr have fe ared. 

National Interior hfinistiy offi- 
cials refhsed to say whether tbe 
soldiers bad began paired dse- 
■ where in the country. The patrols 
were antboiised in a decree 
ri gne d secretfy on Dec. 29 

Offidak in the xqrab&s of 
Georgia and Tjfhnawia, wtriefa de- 
mandi^ tiie patrol order be res- 
dndedj said they bad no uBmedlr 
ate reports of sokfiers on dmy on 
their streets. 

Friday’s Federation Conrad 
meetiog was to be the first 
GOTbacbev freed the presidems ' 
ci the republics smee 13 civilians 
and a s^dier were IdDed in a 
militaiy attack on the tplevirion 
stolon in Lithuania cm Jan. 13. 


Gorbachev threatens to sue Russian 
millionaire over islands charges 


MOSCOW (R) — Fresideut 
Mikhail Gorbachev has 
threatened to sue a Soviet mil- 
Uouaire over his allegations that 
file Kremlin leader h^ readied 
a secret deal with Japan to sell 
back fslands seized 45 years ago 
for $200 billion. 

A statement issued by Gor^ 
bacfaev*s press sernce said the 
charges by Artyom Tarasov, a 
Russian parliament deputy and * 
miDkmabe entrepieneui, were “a 
glaring act of political provoca- 
tion.” 

“Mikhail Gorbachev inteiids 
to sue Tarasov for slanderous 
allegations directed against him 
unless Tarasov mato public 
apolO!gies for ^ireading them,” 
said die statement, carried by 
tbe Soviet News Agency 
CTASS). 

Gorbachev, who is also Com- 
munist Farfy diief, was quizzed 
over the report when he 


attended a meeting of the parfy 
leadership Thursday, TASS, 
said. 

The Soviet Union wwyed the 
four sntfaernmost islands in the 
Kurile chain — known in Japan 
as die Nortbem Territories — in 
tiie dosittg weeks of Worid War 
n. Tolfyo has refosed to sign a 
peace treaty with Moscow until 
are hand**! back. 

Tbe issue is certam to loom 
large in an official visit to Tokyo 
by Gorbadiev scheduled for 
hfid-Apiil. But a Japanese de- 
legation that visited Moscow in 
January saw no softemng in tiie 
Soviet position. 

Tarasov, who benefited from 
Gorbadiev*s perestroika (restno- 
tnrin^ r eforms to build np a 
fortune out of cooperative ven- 
tnres and is now a member of die 
RussUd pariiamenf $ Democra- 
tic Movnneat, made bis aH^a- 


tions at a news confe r ence last 
Monday. 

He said Gorbachev had 
readied a secret agreement with 
Japan to letnrn tbe islands in 
exdiaii||. for Tokyo investing 
$200 b 9 on in the Sovi^ eco- 
nomy. 

Tarasov said tins wonld be 
used to pve a quick bo^ to 
living standards, wimung Gor- 
badiCT popular s u pport, wfaOe at 
tiie same time allowii^ hnn to 
maintaip ‘'dictatorial power** 
and to liqiiidate die democratic 
opposition. 

Tarasov said later he did not 
feel there were any grounds for 
legal action by Gorbachev 

against him, bnt he added he was 

ready to qxtiogise if necessary. 

“ff tbe president tiwnint it {q- 
snlts him somehow. Pm ready to 
be told Reuters. 


Pyongyang: War games threaten inter-Korean talks 


PYONGYANG (R) — North 
Korea said Friday esnent U.S.- 
Sonth Korean military man- 
oeuvres could jeopardise a high- 
level inter>Kore 8 n meeting later, 
this mraitii. 

“We conader the exerdse to 
be creating an artifidal obstade 
to the North-South talks,” Fore- 
ign hfinister Kim Yong Nam told 
viating Japanese reporters. 

“Accoiffin^y. we are obliged 
to cope prudratiy with tbe inter- 
Korean talks. We are now giviiig 
serious tiiought (to Ae ques- 
tion).” 

The axmna] Team Sfririt joint 
exercise is jnst starting in SouA 
Korea, where die United States 
maintaiiK SOme 40.000 tTOOpS. 

Pyongyang has fiercely attedc- 
ed the dedaon to go ah^ wiA 
tftam spirit at a time vAen prime 
mndster-level dialogue has begun 
bet w een the two Koreas for Ae 
first time since Ae peninsula was 
split after World War H. 

The two premiers have met 
Aree times since September, 
without concr e te resuhs so far but 
wfth the goal of reducing tensioiis 
oc tiie peiiitumia and moving 


toward eventual reunification. 

NorA Korea says Team Spirit 
is a dress rehearsal fen a north- 
ward attack to indudb nudear 
weapons. Seoul and Wasbmgton 
say it is purely defensira, ahned 
at maintaiiiing the readhiess of 
die joint forces to free attack by 
the NorA. 

Pyongyang has m tbe past used 
Ae manoeuvres as a pretext for 
p ostpo nin g cross-bo rd^ contacts. 
On Wednesday, bDateral talks on 
framiiig a joint Korean team for 
international sports events were 
deadlocked over Pyongyang's call 
for team spirit to be scrapped. No 
date was set for a resumption. ■ 

Foreign Nfinister Kim spoke 
Friday at a news oonfereiice for 
reporters from Tokyo who- 
accompanied a J«q»nese delega- 
tion diwnMCTg posable nonna- 
iisation of Pyongyang-Tokyo re-‘ 
iations. 

Tne first Tonnd of Japan-NorA ' 
Korean negotiations, whidi en- 
ded Thursday, proved there was 
no m Ae basic attitude of the 

two sides toward normalising ties,. 
Em saiA 

Their respective poat i ons and 


views were apart to some extent. 
“If we coodnet gffiBmltations sin- 
cerely, I diink we conld naiiow 
Ae difiereuces ... and reach 
agreement,” be said. 

It was not dear uAat a break in 
Ae fragile inter-Korean diaingne 
wonld have on the NorA's nego- 
tiations wfth Jqian. 

Seoul has urged Tolfyo to limi t 
progress in ifr cratacts wi A Pyon- 
gyang to tbe pace of inqnove- 
ment in Nbrtii-SooA ties. 

^ In' Pyongyang 'Ihnisday, n^o- 
tiators told reporters the first 
round of Japan-NorA Korean 
discnssioiis taken place in a 
polite, friendly manner. Thou^ 
Aey made no concrete progi e w 
on resolving probtems, tiie two 
sides did agree to convene a gpwn 
in Afezch in Tokyo. 

Japan’s 1910-1945 colonial rule 
of Korean left an eodniiii^y Int-- 
ter legaiy in boA halves of the 
peninsula. Tokyo's relations vriA 
the SouA were nonnalised in 
1965. Uniti last year ft had made 
no progress in dnlriiig diSeiences 
wfth NorA Korea. 

Then Ae cash-strapped Pyon- 


gyang took Ac initiative in caOins 

for talks, but set a high price — 
J^anese reparations not fust for 
1910-45 but also for thThS 
oratory smee then di^g wfaidi 
Pyongyang feds it has been victi- 
toised by ToIfyO; 

Japan was reqxmsible to senne 
de^ for Ae 1945 U.S.-Soviet 
division of the pemnsnla, “Ae 
root of Ae Korean people’s nn- 
hap|»iess and m is fo rtun e," 

NorA Korean delegate Chon In- 
Cfad told repor te rs tins week. 

Tokyo' entered tbe nonnafisa- 
* »o°'o lks masting Pyongyang 

accept international inspectitoi of 

its m idear farilities to show the 
• worid it is not devetofxng 
weapons. 

Offi^ in NorA Korea, winch 

has subscribed to the 1968 nne- 
lear non-proliferation treaty 
deify st^ toward pfodudna m^ 

tear arms. 

It has, however, so for lefesed 
to sign a foOowHip acooid on 

Mying Washington 

mos t first agree to 

to U.S. mai^ frdlities in SouA 

Korea. 


officer’s stole^^ 
documents found 

ATHENS (R) — DocimaraM 

a pmsport ae^^ra 
p— e from a Bxftislt"n^M 

officer in Athens, have bte 
the Briti^ emba^ » 

TliDxsday. Thieves broke fetoJ g 
car of Commander Qirise^H 
Mm gpm Wednesday and 
briefcase. Morgan is a Bdm 
rraiesratativB of NATO .at 
Gceek Mbusizy of Defeno^g 
was the second embarraian 
theft of defencc^dated . dc^ 
meixts ixxvcAriiig the BiftfsfrteK 
ary in two months. The the ft ti^H 
place in tbe midst of a bODib tM 
locket «-«m pM gn in Atfaear-hs^S 
uiban guerrilla group. 
embassy spokesman sasd- .<pm 
thie ves stole Kfoigaifs hn ri|i i| 
from bb parised car bnt 
Aax boA tiie briefcase sod-d^S 
documents inside, iiWihaBa^^ 
secuzify pass to the Gredc-jw 
KGmstiy, were 
short «mie later. “It was a 
case of petty theft,” the sp o B S 
man safo, addmg Ite (fid ine.tai|n 
whether anyone 
an r este d in Ae case.".- 

. . .T<j 

Heroin smuggled^ 
, drug-salureted 
Idotfies 


NEW YORK (AF) — 
wrirdde hiihe iOegaidnig^^^a^S 
gai^ smugged, haiion 
hCdcfle East in doAiiijL ishlfaiiriitiy- 
’wfth the drag, investigataa 
A 14-monA investigation led 
tbe arrests Wedne ^y of 
than 2S members of the 
wlsidi (^eiated a S25-mOB(m-^gg 
year herinn trade in and aroead a^*^^ 
park named m honour of a sfada^J^ 
anti-dn^ enisader, p(fiiee cook^^^ 
Lee Brown said. The-^^ 
daiges mged frmn cri m iai tf' ~^§i 
possesteoa to oonqnacy to 
herioo. The gang employed 
mon siuuggBn g Technignes raefrv ' 
as swaDoiring herion packed in ' 
condonB and insertmg packages 
of the drag into various boify 
cavities, said duel AnAcn? M. 
Vodker, of the dqiartinenfs 
Organised Crime Control 
Bureao. But in a ddition, “Acfy 
used clothing that was saturate d 
m heifon tiiat had been dfinted in 
water ” Voelker said. The smng- 
j^erawould then dry the gaimrats 
and padc tiiem into suitcases, 
wiudi were carried tiuou^ cos- p 
toms. “When the garments ‘‘ 
readied here, Aey would be pro- 
cessed and 70 per cent of die 
berk>D was recoverd from tbe 
gaiments,” Voelker said. To pro- 
cess the garments, tbe smuggitets 
“used a ammii washing madiine, 
then they would take the dis- 
charge water and evaporate the 
water,” leaving tiie herioo, tiie 
dnef said. 

Journal of medicine 
names new editor 

WALTHAM, Massadinssets (R) 

— A qiedalist in mtemail merfr 
cme and professor at Ttifis Uni- 
veisify Merfical Stsbooi in Boston 
was named etfitor of tbe New 
Engjand Journal of Medidne. 
Effective July 1, Dr. Jerome P. 
Kassirer, 58, wQl succeed journal 
I etfitor Dr. AriKtid Rdman, who 
! announced his retirement last 
I Jnfy. Refanao, eefitor ringg 1977 , 
has bnOt the imstigions jouznaPs 
ynnldwide drculation to 
indoding some 100 graeral meefia 
Outle ts winch give its weekly re- V 

pnts 00 mecfical issues and sdeo- ^ 
tific advances wide puUic eiqio- 
snre. 

Manager fined 
for trying 
to bite umpire 

CARACAS, Veneznda (A^ 

^c Vencznelan Professional 
BraebaU Assodatfon has 
baseball manager D omingo Car, 
raaquel $ 1,000 for grabbing and 
to bite in the 

umpire Emilio Velazquez. The 

rnddent li * ■ _ . 


! doMles de Lara (Lm G 
^ Leones Del Caracas I 
l-*ons). Cardenales imwiai 
rasqnel protested a deri 
umpire Velazquez whi 
LeoM player Jesus AH 
on first base during tl 

Ca rdenales ueedD 
whraomc champion am 
sent Venezuela at Ae Q 
8^ Florida., 

tile dugout insa] 

on hun , grabbed 
and ^ to Wte 
^jW^TeirifiedV. 

pt heh> frcai pl»en aiu 

^ the bfte. 

IS *5.*® game 4 
• fined CarrasQuel so thm 

in 


